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JOU" NALS, &c. 


Pursuant to the Proclamation of the Governor, the Senate met 
in extraordinary session in the capitol of the State at the city of 
Austin, on Monday the 10th day of January, 1853., The Pres- 
ident pro tempore, Jesse Grimes, took the ehair and called the 
Senate to order. _ 8 

The roll being called by districts, the following Senators an- 
swered to their names, viz: ` 

From District No. 3—Sam Bogart ; 

a ©  «`4— Hardin Hart; 


j “o è «u 5—M. D. K. Taylor; 

" “u  6—George W. Hill; 

: “ u %—Isaac Parker; 

A “ “s 8Stephen Reaves ; 

j “ « 9—William T. Scott; 

3 “o « 12—James Truit; 

# s  « 13—James Davis; 

4 “&  «14—James Armstrong ; 

s &  15—Jesse Grimes; 

. « & 16—William 8S. Day ; 

i “ «20—Jon W. Dancy ; t. 
$ «  «23—Thomas H. Duggan. 


The Hon. Stewart A. Miller, Senator elect from District No. 
il, presented his credentials, took the oath prescribed by the con- 
stitution, and his seat. f 


There being no quorum, on motion of Mr. Hart, the Senate , 


adjourned until 9 o'clock to-morrow morning. 


TUSESDAY, January 11, 1853. 


. The Senate was called to order by the President, pursuant: to 
adjournment, The following Senators answered to their names : 

Messrs. Amstrong, Bogart, Dancy, Davis, Day, Duggan, 
Grimes, Hart, Hill, Meusebach, Miller, Parker, Reaves, Scott, 


Taylor and Truit—no quorum. 
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Mr. Davis moved that the Senate adjourn until 3 o'clock P, m, 

Mr. Dancy moved toamend the motion by striking ong #3 
o'clock,” and inserting “4 o'clock.” The President decided the 
motion out of order—there being no quorum: from which deci- 
sion Mr. Dancy appealed. The Senate sustained the decision 
of the President, and adjourned until 3 o’clock P. M, . 


Taree O’croce P, M, 


Senate met—roll called—the following Senators answered 
to their names: $ 

Messrs. Amstrong, Bogart, Dancy, Davis, Day, Duggan, Ford, 
Grimes, Hart, Hill, Meusebach, Miller, Parker, Reaves, Scott, 
Taylor, Truitand Wilson—quorum present. The Jouraal of 
yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr. Hill moved that a committee be appointed to walt on the 
House of Representatives and inform that body that the Seneta 
was organized and ready to proceed to business—carried, ard 
Messrs, Hill, Miller and Dancy were appointed said committe, 

A committee from the House informed the Senate that the 
House had organized and were ready to proceed to business. 

On motion of Mr. Bogart, a Committee was appointed to cct 
in conjunction with a like committee on the part of the House, to 
wait upon the Governor and inform him that the two Houses of 
the Legislature were organized and ready to receive any commu- — 
nication he might wish to make to them. Messrs. Bogart, Doy 
and Ford were appointed said committee. l 

A message was received from the House, informing tha 
Senate that the House had appointed Messrs. Bryan of Cameron, 
Hord and Hartley a committee to wait upon the Govetnor and 
inform him that the two Houses were organized and ready t0 
receive any communication he may wish to make. 

The committee of the Senate appointed to wait on the Gover- 
nor, &c., reported that duty performed, and that the Governor 
would send in his message to the Legislature on to-morrow 0t 
11 o'clock, 

Me. Parker moved that the Senate proceed to the election of 
Enrolling Clerk. 

Mr. Hill moved a call of the Senate—carried—roll called and 
Mr. Amstrong absent. , 
` On motion of Mr. Wilson, the Senate adjourned until 10 
o'clock to-morrow morming. 
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Wepvespay, January 12, 1853. 


The Senate was called to order by the President, pursuant . to 
adjournment. ‘The following Senators answered to their names: 
Messrs. Amstrong, Bogart, Dancy, Davis, Day, Duggan, Ford, 
Grimes, Hart, Hill, Mensebach, Miller, Parker, Reaves, Scott 
Taylor, Truit and Wilson. f 

The Journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, the Hon. M. M. Potter, Senator elect 
from District No. 15, composed of the counties of Galveston and 
Brazoria, presented his credentials and took the oath prescribed: 
by the constitution and his seat. 
< Nominations for Enrolling Clerk being in order, Mr. Day 
nominated William H. Parsons; Mr. Ford nominated Edwin 
Nash, and Mr. Amstrong nominated James M. Davis. 

Messrs, Hill and Reaves were appointed tellers. Mr. Parsons 
received 8 votes, Mr. Davis received 6 votes, Mr.,Nash received 
5 votes. l 

No one candidate having received a majority of all the votes, 
the Senate proceeded to a Second ballot. 

Mr. Wilson withdrew the name of Mr. Nash. On the second 
ballot, Mr. Parsons teceived 14 votes, Mr. Davis 4 votes, and Mr. 
Nash 1 vote. é ; 

Mr. Parsons having received a majority of allthe votes, was 
declared duly elected, and came forward and was qualified. 

Mr. Taylor offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That at an extra session of the Legislature, no 
business should be considered, other than that recommended or 
suggested by the Governor. ' 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the Senate tooka recess of twenty 
minutes, preparatory to meeting in the House of Representatives, 
for the purpose of hearing the message of the Governor read. 

Recess having expired, the Senate was called to order, and 
renaired:to the Hall of the House of Representatives, for the 
purpose of hearing the Governor’s message read. 

The message of the Governor was then read as follows: 


Exucornve Derarqéenr, Stars or Texas, ) 
é Austin, January 13, 1858. 
fo the Honorabie the Senate, 
-and House of Representatives : 


_ Gextiemnn: The constitutional privilege -of convening you 
in extraordinary session, has been exercised after a cautious in- 
vestigation of its expediency ; and having assembled in compli- 
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ance with the proclamation of the first of November, 1852, T 
greet you respectfully and kindly as the representatives of 
our common constituents. 

In view of the manifold blessings which it has been our lot 
to enjoy under the guidance of a beneficent Providence since 
the adjournment of your Honorable body, it becomes us on the 
occasion of your re-union, humbly, and in the true spirit of 
thankfulness, to acknowledge the obligations which we owe to 
our Creator, and with deep humility of heart, to bless him for 
the distinguished manifestations of his kindness towards us as 
a favored Nation and State. 

The summons which brings you to the Capital at this rigor- 
ous season ot the year, imposes, I am aware, an unpleasant 
draft upon your personal convenience and comfort; and in thet 
consideration, it was made with reluctance on my part. But, 
gentlemen, I should pay a very poor compliment to that exalt- 
ed sense of patriotism which is supposed to exist in the mind 
of every man who is entrusted by a confiding people witha 
participation in the councils of the State, if L were to apolo 
gize to you for this temporary interference with your persone 
interest, involving as it does the pleasant endearments of how 
and family associations. Our predecessors, whose duty and le 
bor it was to organize and put into successful operation tho 
machinery of State government, dccomplished the delicate and 
responsible task through turmoil, anxiety and disappointment. 

The pioneers of independence in Texas, with still grenter 
sacrifices of that repose and quietude so congenial to our ni 
tures, with fortitude and patient endurance, worthy of imite i 
tion, succeeded, after a doubtful and eventful struggle, in ae- 
quiring this sunny land of ours. They reared upon it instit 
tions which are this day our pride and boast, and which if is 
our high trust to protect and mature. 

Surely, then, we, who are the favored recipients of the suh- 
stantial benefits achieved by their wisdom and valor, can vnec? 
no circumstances, complain of the sacred obligation resting up- 
on us toimprove, enlarge, and if possible, perpetuate the glo- 
rious fabrie which they have so nobly begun. 

_A grand field has been placed before us, cleaved of its rab- 
bish; its area is great—soil rich and deep—the culture and the 
harvest have been left for us all. It is a great moral field, an@ 
upon it may be gained a great moral triumph. It is tempore- 
ly committed to your charge. ? 

A high sense of duty alone has induced me to convene the 
legislature. Were at all timidin the position assumed by 
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this act, or desirous in any wise of lessening the weight of re- 
sponsibility that is attached to it, I might safely rally upon the ` 
cumulative evidences of public épinion in my favor, obtained 
from many channels. Imay safely, however, leave the wis- 
dom and propriety of my course to be tested by the intrinsic 
importance of the several subjects which I shall haye the honor 
to submit for your consideration. These I purpose to present 
as clearly as my huntble abilities will allow, and as briefly as 
is consistent with a fair elucidation of them. 
. The past year has been distinguished by an unusual yield of | 

‘ the agricultural products of the State; and the superabundant 
returns of the husbandman find a ready demand in the tide of — 
immigration now swelling to an unexampled extent. With — 

. fow exceptions, general health has been enjoyed by the citizens; 
of every section. 

While, then, it affords me the highest satisfaction to congrat- 
ulate you on the evidences of general prosperity pervading our 
limits, and the flattering prospect of an auspicious future, the. 

' unpleasant duty devolves on me of shading this otherwise 
bright picture, by alluding to certain existing evils which it is 
necessary to mention in order that they may be properly met. 

In representing faithfully, ag it is my duty to do, the deso- 
late and ruined condition .of a portion of our south-western 
frontier, and appealing again to your sense of justice for that 
relief which it was the sacred duty of the Federal government 
long since to have supplied, and at the same time soliciting 
your sanction of the measures of military defence I have 
deemed it my imperative duty to adopt, I disclaim ‘any desire ’ 

-tọ charge the executive head of that government with ne- 
, glect of duty towards, or want of a proper respect for, the just 
demands of our frontier. On the contrary, it affords mẹ pleas- 
ure to express to you my belief that the President on this sub- 
ject has been directed by enlarged and patriotic views. His 
recommendations to Congress in reference to the military de-, 
fences of the country, have been in the main, wise and expedi- 
ent. The complicate and arduous duties of that officer, ex- 
clude him, however, necessarily, from participation In the de- 
tails of the various departments, and frequently devolve the 
execution of important measures upon the heads of those de- 
partments, the practical bearing of which, at the time, cannot 
be fully known to him. With this admission, cheerfully made, 
‘it is necessary for the sake of truth, and in defence of my own 
position, feelings and sense of justice, to separate the honora- 
ble Secretary of War from the President, and to hold him di- 
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rectly answerable for the false position he hes assumed, ang 
the gross injustice he has endeavored to perpetrate by the uit 
called for and unauthorized lahguage he has thought fi to om. 
ploy in alluding to the volunteer service of this State. In a 
succeeding part of this communication, I may have oceasfon 
to allude to the position and language of the honorable Seere- 
tary. 

‘ib my message to the legislature of December 26th, 1849 
in every subsequent general message, and in several special 
communications, L had the honor to advert to the situation of 
our frontier, making such explanations as exhibited its actual 
condition, and recommending such measures as would ensure 
peace and security to every portion of it. Theseveferences and ` 
suggestions failed to elicit any action from the legislature, and 
on the occurrence of the recent difficulties in the valley of the 
Rio Grande, the Executive was consequently left without any 
recourse beyond that conferred by the fourth -section of the 
sixth article of the constitution, and the aids which that clause 
derived from the ordinary sympathies of, and appeals to hu ~ 
meanity. Shortly after the adjournment of the legislature, in- 
telligence reached me of the daily enactment of scenes along 
the line of the Rio Grande, especially from Laredo to Point 
Isabel, including also the country about El Paso, the prominent 
features of which were bloodshed and robbery. On thereceipt 
of this information, [felt keenly the humility of my position, 
in the absolute want of means and well defined authority to 
render the required assistance to these bleeding sections, The 
obstacles to the recognition of a state military force, brought 
into the field under nearly similar circumstances by my immedi- 
ate predecessor, and the reluctance and delay displayed in the , 
adjustment of the necessary expenditure incurred thereby, are 
fresh in your recollection, and you will allow, were calculated 
to throw additional embarrassment in my way. Determined 
to be cautious in the adoption of measures involving heavy es- 
penditures, and vigilant with reference to the true situation of 
affairs, I delayed for some time in restless anxiety, under the 
delusive hope that the existing troubles were not so serous, 
but that they might possibly be overcome by the united efforts 
of the sufferers, acting in conjunction with the regular military 
forces stationed in that quarter. Time, however, only served to 
introduce new and more aggravated disasters to this untortun- 
ate valley, without the probability of adequate succor being a 
forded by the authority charged with the military defenees af 
the country. 
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As a measure purely of self defence, the citizens of eve- 
ry trade and profession were driven at last to the extremity of 
organizing themselves into military corps, armed and equipped: 
at their own expense, and of course at the.sacrifice of all the 
advantages accruing tothem from the ordinary pursuits of 
their several vocations. With every precaution, and after em- 
ploying all the méans within their power, they were yet daily 
subject to the unhappy fate of witnessing the recurrence of the 
most tragic scenes: their friends butchered—women and chil- 
dren dragged into hopeless captivity—their property destroyed 
oF carried off, and in fine, every other act of rapacity and vio- 
lence usual with, and characteristic of lawless associations of 
renegade Mexicans and savage Indians. With the actual exis- 
tence of evils such as these, where could they; more properly 
appeal for aid than to their immediate .government, after hav- 
ing exhausted without effect, every appeal to the general gov- 
ernment? + The Executive does not feel conscious of committing 
a single error in this whole matter, unless it is to be found in 

‘ delaying too long the adoption of a measure which ultimately 
he considered himself not only authorized, but compelled-to - 
pursue. The delay, however, was essentially necessary, in or- 
der that a suitable basis might be afforded for action in a press, 
ing emergency. This emergency at length was fully ripe, 
and admitted of no further delay. Determined to leave noth- , 
ing untried that would contribute to the relief of our suffering 
fellow-citizens of this ‘valley, Iresolved, as the last resort, to de- 
mand adequate and immediate protection from the comman- 
der of the military department which embraces this section. 

Acooglingly, I repaired, in person, to the Head quarters of 

cer, representing with what force Í could, and in great 
candor, the merciless onslaughts to which these people were 
subjected, and the imperative necessity of supplying immediate 
and adequate assistance. My statements to him were accom- 
panied with irrefutable proofs, derived from some of the most 
intelligent and reliable citizens of the Rio Grande. This officer, 
with commendable promptness, gave orders for severaf compa- 
nies of mounted riflemen to march in the direction of the scene 
of trouble. The great object to be obtained, however, to give 
complete security to the lives and property of the sufferers, was 
nevertheless, in my belief, by this movement only halt accom- 


' plished. I do not mean the slightest disparagement to the 


troops of our regular service. ` The highly tntelligent-and chi- 

Valric officers and brave men who have won laurels for the na- 

tion, will not suffer when brought in contrast with any regular 
B 
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service in the world; but the circumstances under which these 
companies were to perform a very difficult duty, and the pecu- 
liar nature and great extent of the country in which they were 
to operate, rendered it highly improbable that they could do it 
in a complete and satisfactory manner. 

A large portion of the mounted force despatched to the Bio 
Grande frontier, was-composed of recruits, but a short time in 

- the country, destitute of military experience on an Indian fron- 
tier, and. wanting that local knowledge of the country without 
whith even the most experienced rangers are unable to act with. 
eiiciency. Their horses, too, were unacclimateds a serious 
drawback, as all ‘military men well know, when ealled-on 
during the heat of summer to discharge active and arduous du 
ties. Being fully persuaded of the justness of this view, I de- 
termined, if practicable, to bring into the field several compa- 

O nies of volunteer troops to act in concert with the regular force, 

I communicated to General Smith the suggestion of my pro 
bable course, fully explained my reasons for it, and endeavored 
to obtain his concurrence. This, however, is appears in these- 
quel, I failed to do. 

Shortly after my return to the seat of government, three 
suitable individuals, well known to the country, were designated 
by me with authority to raise, and bring into the service ofthe 
State, with the greatest possible despatch, a company of mount- 
ed. volunteers each, armed and equipped for effective duty— 
Full and explicit general instructions, relative to the nature of 
the service and the basis on which it was to be ereated, were 
issued to Colonel James S. Gillett, Adjutant General, who was 
directed to superintend the organization of the companies and 
muster them into service. But a few days elapsed ere fhe first 
company, well mounted and fully armed, were mustered into 
the service of the State with marching orders for a position on 
the Rio Grande, where their services were greatly needed; ax 
occurrence highly creditable to the citizens who volunteered 

with such alacrity, and the officer charged with the duty of 
bringing them into the field. The difficulties presented by the 
great distance, and many.other opposing obstacles, necessarily 
prolonged the time of mustering the remaining companies M- 
tended for operation on the lower Rio Grande. Within a rea 
sonable period, however, they were mustered in respectively at 
Brownsville and Rie Grande City. , 

, Having no means of obtaining ammunition and supplies for 
the support of this service, the Executive was compelle to 
throw himzelf npon the liberality and patriotism of the eset 
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of the country. In this reliance it is most gratifying to state 
that he was sustained. Gentlemen-were found in San Antonio, 
Laredo, Corpus Christi, Brownsville and Rio Grande City, who 
nobly stepped forward to the rescue, by affording the necessary 
. means of transportation and supplies, and thus enabling the 
gervice to be placed upon a firm footing. Such acts, under 
such circumstances, demand not duly a speedy and Willing re- 
compence, but the award of praise. : 
`- By authority contained in his general instructions, the Adju- 
tant General was directed to enter into contract for supplies in 
kind and quality such as are allowed in the regular service of 
the United States, to companies of like organization, and at 
such rates as he might deem equitable to the contractor and 
the State. Accordingly, certain contracts were made with in- 
dividuals of the highest reputation for punctuality and good - 
faith; and so far as I have been informed, they have been faith- 
fully complied with. Duplicates of these are open to your 
inspection. i 
From the best information I can obtain, the volunteer com- 
panies have been performing good and effective service from 
the period they were assigned their respective stations, and the 
inhabitants of the Rio Grande valley have been greatly com- 
forted by their presence. Indeed, the surest guaranty that 
such results would follow the creation of the service, was de- 
rived, in a great measure, from the high character of the offi- 
cers selected to command it. Captain Shaw, a tried soldier, 
„Was known to possess untiring energy; and we find him, on 
the 22d September, shortly after his arrival at his post, engaged 
in a warm action with the Comanches, in which matters were 
80 conducted as to secure an achievement highly creditable to 
the commander and his men. Perhaps few men of the day 
have acquired and deserved more reputation for high deeds as 
partisan warriors, than Captains Davis and Lewis; and I con- 
sidered myself fortunate in procuring their services at such a 
juncture. í 
It is a matter of congratulation that my confidence in these 
oficers-has met the expectations of the country. Peace, secu- 
rity and confidence have, for atime, been restored to an inter- 
esting portion of the State, to which, for a long period, it had i 
een a stranger. i 
Such a result is pleasing to contemplate, and calls loudly on 
yourshonorable body to award full compensation and reim- 
bursement tọ all who have contributed to achieve it. This is 
due to the Executive, who, in this matter, has endeavored to 
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perform his duty in the true spirit of the Constitution and 
laws, to the brave officers and men who so promptly responded 
to his call, to the citizens who generously advanced their means 
and to our suffering fellow-citizens of the border, whose’ isola. 
ted position excluded them from material advantages which , 
other portions ot the country possess. You will, £ am sure, 
gentlemen, agree with me that such a measure is absolutely de- 
manded, in vindication of the true position of the State, as re- 
gards her relative power with the General Government, The 
Executive does not urge any thing apologetic for his comme, 
nor even asks aught in extenuation, but he most respectfully 
solicits the honorable Legislature to institute the enquiry: 
whether or not the General Government has afforded complete 
and satisfactory protection to our citizens residing on the Rio 
Grande frontier; and whether, if your decision be in the nega- 
tive, it was not the duty of the State to supply the deficiency 
through her own means, and then demand reimbursement from 
the General Government? It was represented by the civil off- 
cers, that they were unable to enforce the laws, and that the 
regular forces stationed in that quarter could lend no aid te 
effect this object. 

The Executive of the State by the 10th section of the 3th ar- 
ticle of the constitution, is required “ to take care that the laws 
be faithfully executed.” . He is authorized likewise, to call 
forth troops 4o suppress insurrection and repel invasion. I 
know but little of the political vocabulary of the honorable Sec- 
retary of War, and I have no information derived from his fame ,. 
as a Warrior, as to his choice of a military lexicon ; but if he is 
not positively obdurate at heart, and his sympathies stecled 
against us, he must allow, as an intelligent man, that strong 
combinations of men organized on the west bank of the 
Rio Grande, and found moving in hostile array within our lim- 
its, with'the blood of the slain to mark their footsteps, are`tru- 
ly characterized as invaders. Many a heart lef ruined and 
Gesolate by their acts, can tell of invasion. o 

On the 20th of August, 1852, I addressed a communication 
direct to the President of the United States, informing him of 
the serious difficulties on the Rio Grande, and that in conse- 
quence of the inadequacy of the regular military force, I had 
felt is my duty to take immediate steps for its relief, and with 
that view had called into the service of the State three compa- 
nies of mounted volunteers, to act in concert with the Guited 
States troops stationed in that quarter. I requested, like- 
wise, thatthe General government, would at once recognize 
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the services of these troops, and make such further and more per- 


-manent disposition as upon examination should be found neces- 


sary to restore peace and security. Transcripts of various papers 
containing confirmation of the statement made in my commu- 
nication to the President,-were transmitted along with it. The 
communication and transcripts were very properly referred to 


the War Department, and here, in my estimation, all oficial _ 


propriety in this matter ended. 

The Secretary says, “Your Excellency is probably aware that 
the Executive has repeatedly informed Congress that the mili- 
tary establishment of the country was inadequate to the protec- 
tion of its widely extended frontier, and reccommended that it 
be authorized to raise additional force for that purpose. Con- 


-~ gress has seen fit to disregard these recommendations, at atime 
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when the necessity for their adoption was more o than’ 


it is at present. Before the last adjournment of Congress, it 
was well known that there was reason to apprehend an exten- 
sive ontbreak of the Indians on the frontier of Texas, and the 
very fact communicated in Your Excellency’s letter, must have 
been known to the Senators and ‘Representatives in Congress. 


Nevertheless, that body adjourned without taking any steps on ` 


the subject.” 7 
Here then, contained in this paragraph, is an unqualified ad- 
mission by the’ Secretary, that the United States had failed to 


. give adequate protection to the frontier of Texas. In view of 


the tragic events which occurred from time to time on the fron- 
tier, with this admissidn I might safely rest the propriety of the 
call for volunteers. “ But Congress having adjourned without 
taking any steps on this subject,” the honorable Secretary does 
na like responsibility, and relieves himself of the onus as 
ollows : r : 

“ Within a few weeks past, the Department has been in- 
formed by the report of its officers, not only that the rumor that 
the Indians were preparing extensive hostilities, was unfounded, 


but that in fact, (with a few partail exceptions) they have miot ` 


been for a long time as peaceable disposed. All accounts con- 
cur in representing the Comanches as unusually quret ; and by 
advices received from Colonel Summer, it appears that treaties 
of peace have been concluded with the Navajoes and Apaches, 
the two most powerful nations on the confines of New Mexico 
and Texas ;) that there are now-#treaties of peace with all the 
dians in New Mexico; and, with the exception of some of 
the roving bands of the plains, the Indians in that section of 


country haye ceased to be troublesome.” 
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On the 30th of September, 1852, the honorable Secretary in- 
formed us “that all accounts concur in representing the Co- 
manches as unusually quiet.” On the 24d of the same month 
Captain Shaw transmitted to me his official account of a severe 
fight with a party of that tribe, in which the Indians were sige 
nally defeated. a 
l. It must certainly be flattering to the General Government, that 
the humane policy toward the Indian tribes is about to be snecess- , 
fully carried out under the administration of Mr. Conrad, even in 
respect tothe nomadic Comanche. The christian and thephilon- 
throphist will doubtless rejoice at the prospect of beholding the . 
Neavajoes and Apaches capable at no distant day of appreciat- 
ing national and social obligations. Our fardistantfriendsand 
fellow-citizens of El Paso, hitherto languishing under the pres 
sure of difficulties, arising from Indian hostility on the an- 
nouncement from suth high authority “that with few excep- 
tions the Indians in that section have ceased to be troublesome,” 
will at once assemble and with bonfires and illuminations, they 
will chaunt hosannas to him who has wrought this happy con- 
summation, and exulting over such an auspicious event, they 
will sitdown with theirred brethren under their own vine and fig 
tree, and smoke the calumet of peace. But with ali these as- 
surances of universal peace, I doubt if the good people of the 
Rio Grande will be comforted for the irreparable loss of theif 
murdered relations and friends. 

The Honorable Secretary continues—“ under these circum- 
stances, even if there were a manifest necessity for an additional - 
increase of the military establishment, the Executive would 
hesitate to call into the service of the government a description 
of force, which, while i is far less efficient than thet which 
Congress refused to wuthorize, is more expensive.” In an ot 
ficial note to Mr. Howard, one of our representatives, after üe- . 
clining to authorize the muster of the volunteer companies mto 
the service of the United States, he says, “I deem it proper to 
add, moreover, that volunteer companies thus organized, with- 
out the sanction and contrary to the judgment of the author! 
ties properly charged with the defence of the country, have 4 
tendency to create hostilities, and rather to endanger the peace 
of the frontier.” Here, then, we have, in regard to our 
military history, a specimen of rare intelligence, and an official 
courtesy of which I sincerely wish we may have few examples. 
Amidst the gay, gaudy glare of the federal,city, the greab em- 
porium of fashion and elegance, itis not wonderful that the 
Minister of War should forget the history of our country, eve? 
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so far back as the period when she made her transit from a Re- 
public to a State of the Union. > 6 

. Not possessing the necessary information, if the honorable 
Secretary had the virtue of patience, he might have learned, 
that Texas before she transferred her nationality, and with it her 
resources, to the Federal Union, had demonstrated the efficien-. 
cy of her volunteer troops by a series of unparalleled succéss- 
eg over the common enemy, while, at the same time, she beat 
back from her borders hordes of their savage auxiliaries. 

This is a matter of history. ai 

If he had possessed the liberal and enlightened views of a 
statesman, combined with an adequate military knowledge of 
the wants of the frontier, he would have acted above the suspi-. 
cion of prejudice, and afforded to democratic Texas the milita- 
ry aids she needed, and had aright to demand. 

If with a proper sense of duty, he had possessed any ofthe milk. ` 
of human kindness; instead of the cold, calculating, political com- 
munication, such as we have now to lament, the honorable Sec- 
retary would have confined himself to the propriety of stating 
that under existing laws, the volunteer companies mustered in- 
to the service of the State, could not be received, but that the: 
Executive would recommend to Congress the justice of making 

-thenecessary appropriations to meet the contingency. 

I will not, however, detain your honorable bodies with fur-. 
ther comment upon the extraordinary views on this subject en« 
tertained by the honorable Secretary of War as expressed. in 
his communication herein referred to. I only desire that the 

~ matter should be placed in a proper light, and not be subjected: 
to the neglect which might enure from the indifference in ref 

erence to it so clearly manitested by that gentleman. The doc-. 
umentary’ evidence accompanying, will irrefutably prove 

-the assertion that the regular troops in that quarter, were from 

nature and paucity, unequal to the task assigned them of pro- 

tecting the inhabitants and their property, and, that under the. 
refusal of the Federal government to take the necessary steps, 

there remained but two alternatives, either for the Stateto come 

forward and save them, or permit lawless bands of foreigners. 
~ and savages to desolate the country, and seal their daily atroc- 
ities in-their victims? blood. : 

Among the various papers connected with the subject here: - 
with transmitted, I have the honor to lay before you am esti- 
mate of the probable expenditure caused by the mustering im, of: 
these volunteer troops, drawn up by the Adjutant-General of 
the State under my direction; and I respectfully ask that your 
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honorable bodies will make such an appropriation as will meet 
the contingency thus created. 7 0 

The services of these three companies of volunteers, respec. 
tively, expire under their present term on the 18th of February, 
and 14th and 21st of March, 1853; and the state of affairs on 
the lower Rio Grande render it highly probable that a contin- 
uation of their services will be necessary ; should it, therefore, 
be deemed by your honorable bodies advisable to continue ail, 
or any of them, beyond that period, it is respectfully suggested 
that a further and suitable provision be made to cover the ad- 
ditional expenses thereby incurred. ' 

The unfortunate situation of the upper Rio Grande, rendered 
. 6 impracticable to furnish volunteers with the necessary sup- 

plies, and the Executive was congequently unable to render 
the se they have so long needed and so earnestly soli- 
cited. , 
_ Theaccompanying documents, herein referred to, are marked 
A. 1 to 82. 

The adjustment and final settlement of our entire public 
debt, without further delay, is a subject of such immense im- 
portance, intimately connected as it is, in my judgment, with 
the immediate and prospective developments of the various 
resources of the State, and deeply involving her honor, that it 
ee engage the most serious deliberation of your honorable 

odies. i 

_ Near the close of the last session of Congress, several propo- 
sitions in reference to this subject were laid before that body, 
and from the zeal with which they were pressed by their res- 
pective advocates, a reasonable expectation was indulged, al 
though no final action was taken upon any of them, from the 
active and powerful influences likely to be renewed on the as- 
sembling of the present Congress, that some one of the pro- 
posed measures would be adopted; constituting thereby a sufi- 
cient basis for aetion on your part. 

Influenced in a great measure by this consideration, I believ- 
ed the day named in the proclamation for convoking yon, the 
most auspicious that could be chosen. 

It does not appear, however, that‘Congress has taken any 
definite action on any of these propositions ; nevertheless, such 
is the urgency of this question to the State and her creditors, 
and I may add, to the United States, that I sincerely believe 
that itis a legitimate and proper one for discussion and action 
during your present session. 

‘The financial committee of the United States Senate report- 
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_ ed a bill, the object of which was to pay the revenue debt of 
Texas at its face value, in three per tent. stock, cancelling the ° 
five millions of five per cent. stock due the State, under the 
poundary act of September 9, 1850; 

The source from which this proposition emanates, certainly 
entitles it to respectful consideration ; ahd if itis to be valued 
by Texas in the ratio of the pecuniary benefits likely to be de-. 
` rived from it, then indeed, she’ might, without ceremony, em-' 
brace it and rejoice over the bargain; but in this instance it 
is my honest conviction that we cannot faithfully serve our 
country and mammon too; and if ameasure should be adopted 
- by the Federal Government without the concurrence of the 
people of TeMas, it will manifest an utter disregard of the goy- 
ereignty of the State, and should be indignantly repelled. - 

Whilethe State of Texas would not object that the Congress 
of the United States should bestow upon the creditors of Texas, 
or upon any other class of her citizens, any gratuity which to 
that honorable body may seem expedient, yet we ought beri- 
ously and strenuously to protest against their assuming the ad- 
judication of the character and amount of our liabilities, and 
the establishment of that amount in contravention of the rules 
which the State has adopted after much delay, discussion. and 
embarrassment, And more especially ought we to protest 
against an appropriation of the money ot the State by any au- 
thority other than her own Legislature, when the avowed. object 
of the appropriation is to apply itin violation of the settled 
policy and laws of the State. . 

Does the five millions of dollars retained in the Federal 
Treasury belong to the United States? It does not. It is as 
much the property of Texas as was the five millions which 
have already been -paid to her, and she alone lias the right to 
. prescribe in what manrer it is to be applied. It is true that it 
38 retained, unfofttunately, with our assent, as a guaranty against 
the supposed liability of the General Government for certain 

bts of Texas, contracted prior to annexation—retained, how- 
ever, only as a security, and without the shadow of a right to 
appropriate any portion of it. . ae 
o act of Congress in which this fund had its origin, was 
accepted by the people of this State as a measure of ane wre 
mise, and it manifestly contemplated that it should be paid to 
the State; that payment to be withheld until a certain class of 
her creditors should file releases at the Federal Treasury of ail 
claim against the United States for their debt; but by none of 
its provisions could it have been intended that these debts-were 
o . 
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to be paid out of this fund by the officers of the United States 
Treasury, and much less could it have been contemplated that 
these oliicers, or Congress, or any other power than the Stateof 
Texas, should determine what was the amount of her indebted. 
ness: and to assume to do so now will be a violation of the 
compromise act, and a direct insult'to us, implying, as it wonld, 
a want of integrity on our part in the adjustiment.of the claims 
of our creditors. os 

Texas, as a sovereign State, claims the right to settle with her 
creditors and to pay them at her own treasury, without the in- 
tervention or interference of any other power; but whether 
they are to be paid here orat Washington City, is not, perhaps, 
a matter of sufficient importance to make it a subject of con- 
test. . We may well afford to waive all unmeaning punetilio in 
order to hasten the desirable consummation of paying the debt; 
but it is a question of, very grave interest, and one which seli- 
respect forbids us to yield, whether the payment is to be made. 
according to oir own ascertainment of the amounts respective- 
ly due to each one of the creditors, or whether the Congress, 
or the officers of the Treasury of the United States, are to de- 
termine that point for us. 

_ A proposition has been made to Congress by a portion of the 
creditors of Texas, at whose head was General James Hamil- 
ton, 2 gentleman of enlightened views, who has always, Iam 
happy to state, manifested respect towards Texas in all her 
embarrassments, and a willingness to settle with her, upon just 
and equitable principles, so to modify the provisions of the act 
of 1850, under ‘which this money was retained in the Treasury, 
as to permit such of the creditors as were willing to file their 
releases to receive at once the amount which was due them ac 
cording to the adjustment of their claims made under our laws. 
This proposition, so reasonable and just in itself, should, in my 
judgment, have received the sanction of Congress, without the 
slightest hesitation. - 

Lt is unnecessary again to call your attention to that strange 
provision of the law, (or, moré properly, that strange construc 
tion of the law) under which tHe entire five millions are to be 
retained until every creditor has filed his release. It is a pro- 
vision, (if the act hes been properly construed) which must 
have been incorporated, without-due reflection upon the effect 
of its practical operation, for we are not willing to entertain the 
belief that the-Congress of the United States ever designed 
that one or two obstinate creditors should, by refusing to file 
their releases, have it in their power to defeat the efforts and 
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wishes of all the others and of the Btate in the final settlement 
of these claims; and yet such is, and will continue to be, the 
practical operation aud effect of this provision, until itis modified 
inthe manner proposed by the creditors to whom I have alluded. 

The various questions connected with the public debt of the 
State, have been so often presented by me to the consideration 
of the Legislature, and have been so often discussed by it, that 
is would seem'superiluous to employ any further argument in 
reference to the subject; still it occurs to me that all hope is 
not yet lost, and that something may and should be done by us, 
to relieve the State from the unpleasant crisis hanging over 
her in consequence of her situation in this matter,  _ ` 

It appearing, thus far, that Congress has failed to take any 
action in either of the propositions to which I have referred, it 
may now be proper for you, as the representatives of the people 
of the State, to indicate by resolution or protest, the views 
which all who entertain a just sense of the rights of Texas and 
her sovereignty must maintain on this question.  ” l 

The, proposition contained in tke bill of the finance commit- 
tee of the Senate, was no doubt adopted from patriotic views, 
and with the best feelings for Texas. In her sovereign charac- 
ter, however, she claims the undeniable right to examine’ its 
material features; and judge of their merit. Believing, then, if 
this measure is allowed to pass tamely and without resistance, 
that it will sweep away with it every shadow of State sove- 
reignty, I must be allowed to say it is, in my estimation, wholly 
inadmissible; nor is submission fo it, in my judgment, the pro- 
per way to indicate our regard for the'Federal Union or our 
relation to it. As a precedent itis dangerous and should be 
avoided. A very sagacious writer justly observes: “One 
precedent creates another. They soon accumulate and consti- 
tute law, ' What yesterday was fact, to-day is doctrine. Ex- 
amples are supposed to justify the most dangerous measures, 
and when they do not suit exactly, the defect is supplied by 
analogy.” The position which I now occupy towards my con- 
stituents and fellow-citizens, will soon cease to exist; but, in 
surrendering to them the nigh trust which they so generously 
confided to my hands, I should feel that I had acted the part of 
an unfaithfal servant, if I fail to do all that is in my power to 
keep from their escutcheon the foul blot which, in my humble 
judgment, would tarnish it, were we tamely and silently to al- 
low the Congress of the United States, or any other power, to 
interfere with our internal affairs and to assume their manage- 
ment without even extending to us the poor compliment of con- 
sulting us on the subject. - Í 
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While these are my views as to the true position the State 


_ has a right te hold im reference to this reserved fund, it may 


still be worthy of consideration, inasmuch as she is at presen 
paralyzed by the non-action of the Federal Government, and 
may probably remain so for a length of time, whether, under 
all the circumstances, it might not be expedient for Texas to 
consent to the issue of three per cent. bonds in amount equal to 
the face value of the revenue debt, as a substitution for an 
amount of five per cent. indemnity bonds equal to the scaled 
value of said debt as adjusted by.the Auditorial Board. That’ 
is to say, in illustration, that the United States issne eight and 
a half millions of three per cent. stock on the surrender, by 
Texas, of four and a half millions of the stock due under the 
act of 1880. . 

I make this suggestion to your honorable bodies in view of 
the vital importance to the interest of the State that some plan 
should be adopted by which this vexatious and annoying sub- 
ject may be settled consistently with the honor and rights of 
Texas, and unless some better plan shall be conceived by your 
collective intelligence, it may probably serve as a basis for your 
action in bringing this matter to a close, in a satisfactory man- 
ner, to the three interested parties, to wit: the State, her ered- 
itors, and the United States. It is to be distinctly understood, 
however, that the mode of adjustment adopted by Texas is 
equitable and just. š . 

By the proposed plan, Texas loses nothing ; the General Go- 
vernment, ultimately, is not greatly loser (as the difference be- 
¢ween the rate of interest of the two stocks, three and five per 
cent., would almost, at maturity, amount to the excess of issue 
in the principal,) the creditors would be reconciled, and a satis- 
factory settlement of the debt effected. This is a mere sugges- 
tion thrown out with due deference for your consideration and 
better judgment, ‘ 

The report of the State Treasurer and its accompanying state- 
ments marked B 1 to 5, herewith transmitted, gives a lucid exhi- 
bition of the transaction of his office for the fiscal year ending on, 


-8ist October, 1852. In drawing the particular attention of your 


honorable bedies to these important and interesting documents, 
with pleasure recommend the adoption of the suggestion there- 
in contained, and trust that the requested sanction will be given 
to the course that has been purstied by the Treasurer in the dis- 
charge of his arduous duties. , P 
Since the adjournment of the Legislature, the subject of in- 
ternal improvements has excited a lively interest throughout 
the State. Publie meetings and conventions have been held at 
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yatious points, and at all of them there has been a decided ex 


pression of opinion in favor of some liberal and enlarged Bys- 
tem, having for its object the connexion of the various points 
of the State by a rapid mode of intercommunication. 

At one time the improvement of our rivers seems to ‘have at- 
tracted the largest share of public attention, butit now appears 


to be generally conceded, that of themselves they will be in- 


‘capable of affording the means of transportation and travel- 


pa 


which the rapid settlement and vast resources of the country 
will require; and it is at the present time a question of serious 
consideration with many intelligent citizens, whether a large 
expenditure of money for the internal improvements of the 
State, aud for the facilities of commerce would not be better . 
applied to the construction of railways than to the opening of 
our water courses; tat, 

It is believed that no section of the Union is better adapted 
to the construction of roads than Texas. In many regions vast 
stretches of country would require very little grading, and the 
facility with which the ground could generally be prepared for 
the reception of the rails, would more than overbalance the in- 
convenience which might result fyom the scarcity of timber in 
some of the sections over which such roads would pass :- an in- 
convenience that would hardly be felt, if the works were com- 
menced at points where the advantages of the gulf would at-' 
ford cheap transportation of iron and other material until the 
wood lands could be reached. 

Hitherto: several charters have been granted to individual 
companies, and if the routes thus authorized can be completed 
within a reasonable time, the advantages to the country would 
be incalculable. By a law of the last Legislature, a donation 
of eight sections of land of 640 acres each is granted for every 
mile of rail road that may be constructed by these companies, 
but, up fo this period, that liberal act is inoperative as a means 
of capital in the hands of the companies for whose benefit it 
was intended. Ue, tale SE 

Among the various plans discussed with a view to the ac- 
complishment of this great object, two have been brought 
prominently before the public. The first is found in the bill 
which was before the House of Representatives at the last 
legislature, the features of which are no doubt familiar to your 
honorable bodies. In additién to the eight sections of land 
rervmile to be given, the friends of that measure propose to 
set aside as a permanent internal improvement fund, some two 
anda half or three millions of dollars, to be loaned to suck 
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mil road companies as shall within a reasonable time complete 
a given section of road upon any projected routes, in amount 
not to exceed $4,000 per mile, and a like sum for each subse 
quent section that may be completed ; such companies mortgag- 
ing all interest in the property of the road to the State, and 
paying an interest of five per centum perannum ; which inte- 
rest is to form a general educational fund. This is in effect a 
proposition for the State to set aside a specific amount of the 
money now in the Treasury, to be loaned to the respective com- 
panies in suns equal to about one-third of the cost of construct- 
ing the roads; and to be loaned only as the’ works progress, 
the State securing to herself a lien upon the investments madg 
by the stockholders, and upon the whole road for the re-pay- 
‘ment of the sums loaned. 

In addition to this, the advocates of this measure propese to 
provide for such prospective guarantees inregard to the landed 
donations as will enable the companies to anticipate the usé of 
the lands as 2 means of procuring capital for the speedy com- 
pletion of the projected works. ‘They lso -propose that each 
county and town in the State shall be at liberty, by popular 
vote, to subscribe in their curporate capacity for such an amount 
of stock in any road or enterprize as they’ shall elect; the 
amount thus paid by each inhabitant to become a stock cer- 
tificate; the whole system to be submitted by an enactment of 
the Legislature to the people, for their approval or rejection. 

This cursory view of the general propositions contained in 
the plan referred to, it is believed, sufficiently embraces it. Its 
advocates urge with zeal that the system if adopted would 
speedily facilitate the construction of several useful enterprises. 
That the State would be secure in her loans, as the individual 
investments would preclude unprofitable routes orspeculations— 
that the land donations would greatly enhance the residue left 
to the State—that the completion of valuable improvements 
would inerease the wealth of the country, and add to its sub- 
stantial taxable property—and that upon the return of the fund 
to the Treasury, it could again be invested in other works until 
every portion of the State would derive an equal share of its | 
benefits. 

The other plan, and the only one to which I shall also allude 
at present, was originally presented by the recommendation 0 
a convention held at Galveston, and is perhaps familiar to most 
of you. This plan contemplates a scheme of internal improve- 
ments to be undertaken and conducted wholly by the State. 
These improvements, it is intended, shall supersede the indi- 
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vidual enterprises already authorized. ‘To raise the necessary 
fonds, it is proposed that the State should borrow the capital 
‘apon the faith of the public eredit. A constitutional prohibi- 
tion, it is admitted by the friends of the measure, stands in the 
way of this undertaking ; and it is therefore proposed by them 

that the constitutional restriction be removed by submitting a 

' proposition to the people to this end, and if effected, it is insis- 
ted that the State eredit would more certainly raise the eapital 
than any individual security. 

I am not prepared to say thata change of the constitution in 
this respect. would be either wise or salutary in the present at- 
titude of our State affairs. The inhibition against loaning the 

. eredit-of the State, Was intended, and I'think wisely so, to avoid 
the embarrassments into which the Republic of Texas an 
many of the States of the Union had fallen. Without such in- 
hibition, combinations, or hasty legislation might lead to such 
improvident uses of State credit as would involve difficulties 
requiring yeafs for their removal; and although it might seem 
to afford a temporary impetus to the prosperity of the country, 
yet would result ultimately in the prostration of its energies 
and power. - 

, T likewise entertain doubts of the propriety of the State en- . 
gaging in works of internal improvement, to the exclusion of 
ail individual enterprize. Experience has shown that govern- 
ments pay higher for public works or supplies than individuals 
engaged in similar undertakings, and there is, gencrally speak- 
ing, much Jess dispatch in their prosecution. The capital in- 
vested by individuals prompts them to energy and economy, 
while public agents have rfot the same incentives of personal 
interest to urge them to either the one or the other. oe 

It has occurred to the Executive, that the first plan is, in 
fact, what the second is‘confessedly, subject to constitutional 
objections, inasmuch as no appropriation can be made for 
purposes of internal improvement for a longer périod than two. 
years. It is believed, however, that no such constitutional ob- 
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jection exists as regards appropriations for purposes of educa-, 
tion. The whole spirit of our legislation shows that this great 
_ ` object was not only intended to be, but should be. paramount to, 
others in receiving the fostering care of the government. 
am not prepared to say what amount of money now 1m the 
Treasury could be spared for this purpose, after a fair adjust- 
mentof the public debt. It seems to me, however, if this difi- 
culty were fairly ddjusted, the friends of the great interest of 
internal improvements might unite upon a plan which would 


= 


24 


accomplish their favorite object, without being sectional in its 
character, or infringing upon any constitutional inhibition. The 

egislature might appropriate any sum of the United States 
bonds, now in the Treasury, which could be spared without in- 
jury to the public faith, asa permanent education fund. Then, 
asa secure investment of that fund, its loan might be authorized, 


under certain prescribed guarantees, tosuch railway companies . 


as should have completed, and have in successful operations, a 
certain section of road; (the longer the setcion the greater the 
secerity to the State ;) the sums loaned not to exceed one-third 
of the cost, at a minimum price, and increasing the loans with- 
the progress of the road: the State to be secured by preferred 
mortgages upon the roads, and the loans only to be continued 
until the principal and interest reimbursed could be profitably 
invested in some general system of education. 

Tt is believed that a system embracing these general features, 
aided by donations of land would, if judicially granted for a 
few years, ensure the employment of sufficient private capital 
to construct afew prominent roads, such as are now most strong- 
ly required by the wants of the three great sections of our State. 
It has heen estimated upon demonstrable calculations, that the 
active employment of such a capital. for seven years, would 
add over one half to the original investments made by the 
State, and, if continued forseventeen years, the original amount 
would bé nearly trebled. 

In’ presenting to you the several features of these different 
plans, I am only influenced by a desire to lay before you such 
information as I have in relation to a subject which now ocem 
pies so large a share of public attention. \ 

Whilst I acknowledge to you, and to the country, that I am 
in favor of the construction of railroads, as well as the improve- 
ment of our principal rivers, upon a well devised systém, to be 
based upon the true resources of the country, and adapted to 
its wants, I must at the same time confess -that I regard it as 
secondary to a full and fair adjustment of our public debt as 
ascertained by the Auditor and Comptroller. That the State 
has money in her Treasury beyond what is necessary for the 
ordinary support of the government, presents, in my estima- 
tion, the strongest argument for the payment of her debt; and 
until this is done, or some certain provision made for that object, 
the appropriation of the money to other purposes would be ex- 
ercising bad faith towards her creditors, and would inevitably 
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depress her character abroad, to a greater extent than the ac- ° 


complishmertt of the most stupendous system of internal im 
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provements could elevate it. Nations, like individuals, should 
be just in the performance of their engagements, and whenever 
they depart from this well recognized principle of ethics, how- 
ever tempting may be the lure that draws them off, they will 


suffer, and. they deserve to suffer in the estimation of the civil, 


izd world. . : 

Itis myanxious desire, then, that in our zeal, laudable though 
it be, to develope the resources and add tothe prosperity of our 
State, we should do nothing that would cast a blemish upon her 
good faith. Let this be kept free from stain, and I will go 
“heart in hand” with you, in any measure of internal improve- 
ment calculated to advance her interest, and-give her a promi- 
nent place among the States of our glorious Union. . 

-The views, gentlemen, which I have thus imperfectly sub- 
mitted, are intended more for the purpose of calling your at- 
tention to an-important subject,than with a view of giving any 
directions to your deliberations and action upon it. = 

It is manifest from the lively interest pervading the country 
on this subject, and the great prominence it has attained, that 
some action will be expected from you in reference to it. In 
passing from it I will only add, that it will give me pleasure to 
co-operate with you in any measures connected with this impor- 
tant matter, should I find them, on examination, consonant 
with my notions of sound policy, and the duties imposed by 
my constitutional oath. . 

The enactment of a law to apportion representation through- 
out the State in accordance with the provisions of the constitu- 
tion, is imperatively required at your present session. 

A bill for this purpose was passed at the last regular session 
ofthe legislature. The circumstances under which it was pre- 
sented to me, are well known to you, and I presume to the 
country. generally. It is sufficient'to. state that, although this 
_ bill was reported on the 15th day of January last, it was- not 

presented to me until 10 o’clock of the night oi the 16th of Feb- 
tuary following; one hour before the time fixed by the legisla- 
ture for its adjournment: During this short interval, other 
bills were presented for Executive action, sb that it was.impos- 
sible for me to read over and duly examine the provisions of the 
important and complex act in question, and enable me either 

Teer’ the same or return: it Hh oy eee Woe 

e Whole responsibility, therefore, of approving or rejecit 
the bill, was thas ene ae the Ta without affording 
ni any opportunity of examining its merits.: No other altern- 
-D ; 
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ative was left him, but either to withhold his sanction from tho 
bill, or blindly-approve it. 

Under these circumstances, and as a co-ordinate branch of 
the law-making power, having equal privileges granted to, 
end responsibilities imposed on me, the course which duty dic. 
tated was promptly taken. I did not sign the bill. Subse- 
quent reflection convinced me of the propriety of thecourse pur- 
sued: for it is admitted in all sincerity that the bill could not 
have met my approval. f 

To my mind its most objectionable feature was, that it provi- 
ded for an increase of the representation in each House to the 
maximum allowed by the constitution. In this sudden and un- 
called for increase of representation, I could see nothing but 
evil. <A large additional expense to the State government, to- 
gether with greater delay, confusion and difficulty, would be its 
inevitable result. 

The bill, moreover, in many of its details, appeared to me 
partial and unjust. Lo 

Admitting, as I do, the impracticability of framing an ap- 
portionment which will be equal and just in all its provisions, 
yet I feel confident that you can devise one which will more 
nearly attain such a result than the bill referred to. 

In connection with this subject it is proper that 1 should men- 
tion the necessity that exists for a classification of the Senate, 
as required by the constitution. 

By an act of the State legislature, approved May “th, 1846, 
entitled “ an act to aithorizé the Governor to procure and have 
copied for the benefit of the several counties of the State, a full 
set of ‘weights and measures in conformity to the standard now 
used and adopted by the government of the United States, and, 
providing for the distribution of the same,” it was evidently in- 
tended by that body to provide for the contingency thereby 
presented. but in consequence of a failure on their part to 
make any appropriation to meet the disbursement thus created, 
the Executive has not been able to comply with the require 
ments of the act. 

The attention of the following legislature was drawn to the 
subject by my immediate predecessor, Governor Wood, in his 
general message of November 6th, 1849, in which he remarks 
in reference to the subject: “The Chief Justices of several 
counties have written to the Executive, asking to be provided 
with a copy of these for their respective counties, in accordance 
with this law. In consequence, however, of no appropriation 
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having been made to enable the Executive to carry this law 
into effect, it has remained a dead letter on our statute book, 
The United States government forwarded to this State a full set 
of weights and measures, but when they were about being set 
up, in pursuance of my direction, at Galveston, they were found 
to be in an unfit condition for use. I am advised, however, that 
with a small outlay, they can be repaired.” No action, howeyv- 
er, appears to have been taken on His Excellency’s recommen- 
dation, and consequently the requisition of the act referred to, 
has not yet been complied with. The applications to this De- 
partment have been renewed by several of the counties, and I 
therefore trust that your honorable body, in view of the grow- 
ing importance of the matter, correlevant as it is with the in- 
creasing population and mercantile interests of the State, will 
make such an appropriation as will cover all the expenses that 
will be occasioned by carrying out the provisions of said act, and 
suitable rooms for the storage and safe keeping of the articles 
to be procured. 

Although you are convened for special purposes, and are not 
expected by your constituents to enter into general legislation, 
I cannot refrain from a renewal of the recommendation in my 
last general message, relative to a geological reconnoisance of 
the State. Private enterprize has led to so many discoveries, 
and has so faa outstripped the State in this matter, that the sub- 
ject has created a powerful interest; and its neglect by the gov- 
ernment a general reproach. An able and minute examination 
would, at no distant. day, repay the Statæa thousand fold for 
the outlay incurred by the survey. It is, moreover, especially 
necessary that we should possess’ a knewledge of the resources 
of the suuth-western and northern portions, from the probabili- 
ty that a negotiation will be entered into shortly with the Fed- 
eral Government for the purpose of setting apart a portion of 
country for the location of Indians; and in this event substan- 
tial benefits might be transferred, and consequently lost to the 
State, for want of a proper knowledge of their existence. — 
t It is with much regret, Iam again under the necessity of 
calling your attention to the condition of Petters’ Colony. | 

It was anxiously hoped and believed by those who were in- 
strumental in the enactment of the law of thè 10th ot February 
last, relating to lands in this colony, that it would give quiet 
and repose to that section of our State. But 80 far from this 
having been the case, difficulties have arisen since that time, 
most unfortunate in their character and result; not only to the 
contractors and colonist, but to the State itself. 
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From the best information I can obtain, it appeare that the 
relinquishment and release required by the first section of the 
law was made by the Agent of the Company, Henry O. Hedg- 
coxe, Esq., within twenty days after the passage of the same 
and after he had given bond and duly qualified in accordance 
with the provisions of said act; and the certificates fur the 
1,700 sections of land, granted to the “Texan Emigration and 
Land Company,” were regularly issued and delivered to the 
Agent, by the Commissioner of the General Landoffice. 

I am sorry to say that in the discharge of the various duties 
imposed upon the Agent by the act in question, serious misun- 
derstandings arose between him and many personsin thecolony, 
growing for the most part, 1 presume, out of different construc- 
tions given to the law, and to some extent, perhaps, from an over 
sensitiveness consequent from previous misunderstandings be- 
tween them. Whatever may have been the cause, the excite. 
ment on the part of the colonists at length became so great, that 
on the 16th day of July last, a large number of persons violent- 
ly seized upon the files of almost all the colonists, together 
with many books and records of-the Agent, and by threats 
forced him to abandon his office and leave the country. 

I herewith transmit to you the Agent’s report of his proceed- 
ings under the law, and of this unfortunate and ill advised 
movement. 


I also transmit two other documents received from citizens 
residentin that quarter, giving their account of the affair, and urg- 
ing upon the Executive the necessity of an extra session, in order 
that further legislation might be had in reference to the colony. 


A complete return from the Agent was thus defeated, and 


consequelitly the Commissioner of the General Landofiice has 
not felt authorized to issue patents. 


The returns made to the Commissioner of the General Land- . ° 


office, will of course be submitted to your inspection. Indeed 
it will be the peculiar province of the Legislature carefully to 
examine the whole subject, in order to determine what farther 
action may be necessary, to give quict to that section of the 
country, to secure the rights respectively guaranteed by the 
State, to the colonists and to the contractors, and to relieve the 
State from the embarrassment caused by the existing condition 
of the affairs of the colony. . 

It does not become me, nor do I conceive it to be. my duty, 
to interpret the various laws which have been enacted, and 
Which in their practical operations have led to this controversy. 
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This is the peculiar province of thé judicial tribunals of the 
country. 

- Whatever may be the rights of the respective parties, under 
the law, my feelings towards the colonists who have endured 
all the hardships and privations of an exposed Indian frontier, 
induce me to express the hope that their actual settlements and 
improvements may be secured to them and their families, 

But in the expression of this sentiment, I wish it distinetly 
understood, that no matter what hardships may have been im- 

osed by these laws, either upon the contractors or colonists, or 
what constructions may have been given to them from any. 
quarter, I do not sanction or approve the course pursued towards 
the Agent of the company. We have laws, and courts to ad- 
minister them. If rights are violated they can be legall 
redressed. In my opinion, both as the Governor of the State, 
and as a private citizen, nothing but an extreme case can justi- 
fy aresort to violence by any portion of our citizens, or the 
seeking redress by any other means than those offered and 
sanctioned by the laws of the land. 

From the commencement of ‘her existence, Texas has ever 
been kind and liberal to the actual settlers upon her soil, no 
matter by what tenure they held it. Whether as colonists, or 
as emigrants, they haye ever been regarded by the government 
as a favored class, and by a generous system of legislation have 
been secured in, or enabled to obtain the lands claimed by 
them. A like liberal course has, I think, been pursued by the 
Legislature towards the settlers in Peters’ Colony, as well as 
towards tHe contractors. . In giving my assent to the law of the 
“ 10th February last, it was with the confident belief that the 
rights and and interests of all the parties concerned, were fully 
protected. It the true meaning and intent of the law is given 
to it, such, I still think, will be its legitimate effect. 

The Executive has been much censured for his approval of 
the act of the last Legislature, in relation to this eolony, by 
which the contractors are to receive 1,700 sections of land ; he 
therefore wishes it to be remembered that he had no part in 
ag the original contract on which this enactment was 

ased. i 
_ After all the legislation which has heen had upon this sub- 
ject, attended as it has been by the present deplorable results, 
confess myself unable on this occasion to suggest anything 
which may relieve the matter of its embarrassment, -further 
than to recommend mutual good will and forbearance on the 
part of the company and colonists, as well as the friends of * 
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both. Should thisspirit control, | have no doubt it will. be eas 
for you to devise some plan to reconcile their differences, and 
will give my hearty co-operation and assent to any measure 
which will have this effect. 

As an earnest that such a feeling will actuate all parties con- 
cerned, I indulge the hope, and earnestly recommend, that the 
papers of the colonists and property of the company may be're. 
stored to the custody of the officer authorized to receive them, 

I -also deem it proper to call your attention to a document 
herewith transmitted, addressed to the Executive, and signed 
by many of the oldest and most respectable citizens of Bastrop, 
Fayette and Lavaca. From this it appears that near five hun- 
dred square miles of territory, embraced in the counties afore- 
said, comprising some of the richest lands in the Colorado val- 
ley, and which, until recently, was supposed to be in Austin’s 
Old Colony, really lie without the limits of the same. 

Titles to a great deal of the most valuable land in this terri 
tory were long since issued by the commissioners of Austin’s 
Colony, to those who settled as colonists, under the confident 
belief, no doubt, that they were within the limits of the colony. 
That such is not the case, however, has lately been ascertained 
beyond all doubt. A à 

It is evident, therefore, that those holding, or claiming these 
lands, under titles issued by the commissioner of Austin’s Col- 
ony, are subject, under existing circumstances, to have their 
titles contested. In order that this evil may be avoided, and 
injustice towards a most meritorious portion of our citizens pre- 
vented, I respectfully recommend some legislative action which 
will confirm and quiet the titles issued originally to colonists in 
the territory above referred to. an 

The third legislature of Texas passed a joint resolution, aue 
thorizing the procurement of a block of nativemarble, or gran- 
ite, or some other durable rock, and required the Executive to 
have the same transmitted to Washington City for the purpose 
of being placed in the National Monument to be there erected 
tothe memory of Washington. The meagre appropriation un- 
der the resolutjonrendered it inoperative. The foruth legisla- 
ture, in view of its manifest deficiency, authorized the sum of 
one thousand dollars to be used for that purpose. Under this 
authority the Executive engaged the services of Major Thomas 
S. Smith, an enterprising and well known citizen, to obtain va 
rious specimens of marble or granite, with a view of making @ 
selection that would appropriately represent the State of Texas 

° in this great national structure. This gentleman, by his indus- 
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try and perseverance, supplied the want of a geological knowl- 
edge of the country, and within a short space of time procured a 
block of marble with fineness of texture and beauty of appearance 
that retdered it an acceptable contribution. He was directed ` 
to superintend its transportation in person to Washington City. 
Its reception has been acknowledged by Eli Whittlesey, Esq. 
the agent of the board of managers, in a letter complimentary 
to the State for the beautiful stone which she had transmitted. 
As directed in the rosolution, the coat of arms with an appro- 

riate motto, will be inscribed, and the block will soon occupy 
an honorable position in the Monument. 

Major Smith has execyted his mission in a highly satisfactory 
manner, and I commend his services to the legislature'as enti- 
tling him to an additional compensation beyond that which the 
Executive will be enabled to command under the existing ap- 
propriation, 

‘ The documents relative to the subject, herewith transmitted, 
are marked C 1 and 2. 

Since your adjournment, death has deprived us of our fellow- 
citizen and friend, Adolphus Sterne, late a member of your ho- 
orable body. His long identification with the Republic and 
State, and his eminent services enable us to form a just esti- 
mate of his worth. It is the universal sentiment that you have 
lost from your cou..cils a good man and a tried patriot—the 
country, a useful citizen. The enunéiation of his name awakens 
our sympathies in unison with those of his tamily and friends, 
and will suggest to your honorable bodies the propriety of ma- 
nitesting a proper respect for his memory. 

Although South Carolina, Kentucky and Massachusetts, 
claim, respectively, Calhoun, Clay and Webster, the nation 
mourns their loss, and each member of our Union desires the 
privilege of joining in the sorrow. Each claiming during their 
lives a particular State, so soon as they passed this earthly 
bourne, from the rich legacy they bequeathed to their country 
in the noble principles they promulgated, their fame was limit- 
ed only by the duration of time; while their, residence was 


transferred to another and a better sphere—in eternity. 
l P. H. BELL. 


32 


DOCUMENTS 
Accompanying the Governors Message. 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, ° l 
£ 


State of Texas, Austin, August 2, 1859. 


Col. James S. GILLETT, : 
Adjutant-General of the State of Texas : 


Sm—The Very serious and continual interruption of the peace ° 
and security of life and property on the lower Rio Grande, by 
Indians and other marauding parties, renders it imperatively 
necessary that immediate steps be taken by the State to afford 
requisite protection to her citizens in that quarter. 

With a view, therefore, to accomplish this object, the De- 
partment, after much consideration of the subject, has deter- . 
mined to call out three companies of mounted volunteers to act 
as auxiliariey to the forces of the United States now stationed 
in that section of the country for its military protection. > 

You will, therefore, proceed with all possible dispatch to the 
city of Brownsville, on the Rio Grande, by way of San Antonio 
and Corpus Caristi, and forthwith organize and muster into the 
service of this State, for the period of six months, unless sooner 
discharged, three companies of mounted volunteers, fully equip- 
ped for active and efficient duties. (See Note.) 

As there is every probability that these volunteer companies 
will be incorporated with the army of the United States now 
serving in Texas, it is highly important that their organization, « 
as to the rank and number of each grade, should be in strict 
conformity with the present regulation of the United States 
Dragoon corps, in order that no difficulties may present them- 
selves when these troops are mustered into the service of the 
United States. 

When you reach San Antonio you will call upon General 
Persifor F. Smith, commanding the Eighth Military Depart 
ment U. S. A., and announcing to him the nature of your com- 
mission, you can hand him this letter of instructions for his pe- 
rusal, and also that he may obtain a copy of it should he wish , 
it. 

At Your interview with the General you will explain my par- 
ticular desire, that the volunteers thus called out should be co- 
operative with the United States troops in the discharge of 
their military duties, so as to ensure the efficiency of their ser- 
vice as much as possible, and you can, in connection with this, 
request that you may be furnished with copies of such existing 
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orders and instructions as the Getieral may deem necessary to 
that end. - ` ; 

This will be the more requisite in consequence of changes in 
the disposition of the regular troops Gules been doubtless 
recently made, in fulfilment of the General’s prompt and libe- 
yal assurances to me, at our late meeting, that he would give 
directions for the immediate reinforcement of the military esta- 
blishments in that quarter. 

You'can also avail yourself of the opportunity to obtain from 
General Smith any information that may be: considered con- 
nected with your mission, as I feel assured that the General will . 
take pleasure in rendering you any assistance that may lie in 
his power. Among other details, the numerical strength of 
the companies, and the number and grade of the officers, non- 
commissioned officers, &c., will enable you to properly regn: 
late their organization when you muster them in. i 

Although these volunteers will be required to fully arm and 


_ equip themselves, there’will be no impropriety in requesting 


` General Smith to lend you such aid as circumstances will jus- 
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tify in more completely arming them, norin the request that. 
they may be furnished with subsistence and such other supplies 
as are indispensably necessary. 

Arrived at Brownsville, you will lose no time in organizing 
and mustering-in the three companies, making‘ such a selection 
of the best.men and horses, as circumstances will permit; you 
will minutely examine the command, and acéept only such as 
appear capable of performing active and energetic service. 

s there are no provisions in existence for the payment of 


' these troops by-the State, you wlll be careful to fully explain to 
each member of the command the nature of tlie service, and 


that it will require an enactment of the State Legislature (unless 
they are eventually mustered into the service of the United 
States), to enable them to receive their pay. You can also 
ayas that should the United States not assume the responsibil- 
ity by mustering them in, there is no doubt but that the call 
will be sustained, and that suitable provision will be made by 
the next State Legislature, on the presentation of the subject. . 
by this department, to meet the contingency. ` eo 

e companies will take precedence according to the relative 


_ Tank of their captains ; and the: senior, or oldest captain, (who 


will be determined by priority of eommission,) will be consid- 


` ered the commanding officer of the whole: the number of the 


companies not warranting the appointment of a field officer. 
The field of operations for this volunteer force will extend 
E 


ot 


from Laredo to Brownsville, or Point Isabel, if necessary; and 
they will berrequired to protect not only the extreme points of 
the line thus designated, but all the intermediate—Belleville, 
Rio Grande City, &. This can only be effected by the com- 
panies, or portions of them, being so disposed as to form a chain 
im such a manner that they could be concentrated with facility 
whenever it became necessary. From this arrangement, judi- 
ciously made and supported by continual scouting the whole 
length of the line, much good may be expected to result, and 
the object of the call will doubtless be accomplished. 

In order to avoid the possibility of conflicting with the regu- 
lar troops stationed on that portion of our frontier, you will di- 
rect the commanding officer to communicate from time to time 
with the commanding General of this military department, as 
well as to your office, reporting his movements and operations, 
offensive and defensive, that the General may thereby be ena- 
bled te avail himself of all the information he may thus derive 
in, making such digposition of the regular troops as he deems 
advisable to act in concert. 

As the nature of the duties devolving ‘upon this volunteer 
force are of a peculiar and delicate character, you will, in your 
instructions to the officers, through their commander, impress 
upon them the great importance of the service, and the urgent 
necessity for the utmost vigilance and activity, combined with 
sound judgment, in all their movements. The contiguity of a 
foreign power, the late serious difficulties on the opposite bank 
_of the Rio Grande, the mixture ot the two nations ip the bands 
of outlaws that have for some time past infested both sides of 
that river, and the increasing Indian difficulties, call for all the 
energy that can be brought to counteract existing evils. No- 
thing but untiring watchfulness and steady resolution can pos- 
sibly accomplish the restoration of that peace and confidence in 
the citizens of that country, and the proper respect for the mu- 
tual guarantees to the United States and Mexico by the treaty 
of Guadelupe Hidalgo, which it isso essential should not only 
be established, but be permanently protected. 

Your stay in Brownsville will enable you to see many of the 
oS who have petitioned this department for military aid. 

ou can state that the Executive, in view of the pressing emer- 
gency, has called out three companies of volunteers for their 
protection, trusting, that if the General Government does not 
recognize their services, the next State Legislature will take 
such steps as will ensure their payment; and he relies with 
confidence upon the zeal and patriotism of the citizens of the 
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Rio Grande valley and elsewhere for their support of a service 
that he has thus endeavored to establish for their protection. 

It is the wish of the Executive that all the counties‘embraced 
in that section of country should be well represented in each of 
the companies, and, as far as possible, that those individuals 
who have already formed a voluntary association for the per- 
formance of this service should have opportunity of participa- 
ting in this organization if they so desire. 

The individuals selected to raise these companies have been 
already designated. 

Assoon after your return to this city as practicable you will 
submit a written report to this department of the execution of 
your commission. 

a I am, sir, very respectfully, 

our obedient servant, 


P. H. BELL. 


Nore—The three companies ordered into service in this 
communication will be, respectively, organized and mustered 
in at Brownsville, Laredo, and Rio Grande City, or Belleville. 
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Executive DEPARTMENT, i 
Austin, August 2, 1852. 


Col, Jemes S. Ginter, 
Adjutant-General of the State of Texas: 


_ Sin—At my late interview with General Smith on the sub- 
ject of frontier protection, I asked him if volunteers should be 
called out by the State to aid in that service, whether he would 
direct them to be furnished with the requisite forage and sub- 
sistence, and he expressed himself unwilling to meur the respon- 
sibility which he considered he should thereby assume. In the 
event, therefore, that the General should still decline, you are 
hereby authorized and required to contract with such persons 
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as will furnish the necessary supply of subsistence for the men 
and forage for the horses of the command of the proper quality, 
and in such quantities as may be stipulated in the contracts, on 
the most advantageous terms for the State; and as these sup- 
plies will constitute one of the items in a future claim of the 
State against the General Government for a reimbursement of 
the expenses she thereby incurred, you will give particular di- 
rections that the allowances, for both men and horses, of each 
article issued to them, will be regulated in quantity by the ra- 
tion of the cavalry service in the United States Army, as the 
General Government will not recognize nor allow any claim for 
extra allowance. l 

You will also give particular instructions to the officers mek- 
ing these contracts, that the quantity of each article supplied by 
the contractors must not exceed in amount whatever is necessa- 
ry to furnish the exact number of rations to which the command 
or any portion of it may be entitled, by a similar allowance to 
those that govern the issues made to the troops in the service ot 
_ the United States ; and for the same reason you will also charge 
the officers commanding the companies, or detachments of 
them, that they issue these supplies to the men and horses un- 
der their command on regular returns, in writing, calling for 
the same, which express the number of rations of each article 
BO a for, and the period of time for which they are re- 
quired. , 

The forms of these requisitions, or returns, now in use in the- 
qurtermaster and commissary departments of the Uaited States’ 
Army are brief and simple, and will, I have no doubt, answer 
the purpose. When you are in San Antonio you can easily ob- 
tain all the information on this subject that will be of service. 

The importance of a strict attention to these directions, not 
only for the security of the interests of the State, but of that of 
all the other parties who may be interested are so obvious, that 
I sincerely trust tl əy will prevent any future difficulties that 
might otherwise arise in their final settlement. 

-I am, sir, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 


P. H. BELL. 
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ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
, Austin, Oetober 10th, 1852, l 

To His Excellency, P. Haxssroven Berr, . 7 

Governor of the State of Texas: 


Sm—In obedience to your order, bearing date August 2nd, 
1852, I proceeded to San Antonio, where Captain Owen Shaw 

resented himself and desired to be mustered, with the men 
under his command, at that place. ` As it would necessarily be 
some weeks before I could possibly reach Laredo, the point de- 
signated in your order for his muster, and deeming it for the 
general good, both of his command and the country, that he 
should enter as soon as possible upon the duties assigned him, 
I complied with his request, and on, the 18th of August, 1852, 
mustered into the service of the State his company, for the pe- 
riod of six months, if not sooner discharged. I am happy to 
state that citizens of San Antonio met usin a spirit of great 
kindness, and offered every facility in their power, or that we 
required to further the object for which the volunteers wer 
called out. 

On my arrival in San Antonio, I was informed that General 
Smith had left for New Orleans; I called on Major Deas, As- 
sistant Adjutant General, 8th Military Department, who in- 
formed me that there was no one in command in the absence 
of General Smith, except for purposes connected with the post. _ 
I submitted for his perusal the instructions received from you, 
and allowed him to take a copy for the use of General Smith 
on his return. 
, Major Deas kindly furnished me with the number and dis- 

position of the United States troops west of San Antonio; also 
with the organization of a company of Rifles in the United 
States service, the aggregate of which is 79. I have adopted 
this organization. 
: From San Antonio, I hastened to Corpus Christi, where I 
found Captain G. K. Lewis, and ixiformed him of my mission. 
As he had not received any orders from you, he had taken no 
steps to raise and organize a company, but went to work ener- 
getieally to do so. He met with some difficulty, owing to the 
great scarcity ot horses, as the Indians, or other ill disposed 
persons, had stolen and driven off almost all the horses in the 
region of Corpus Christi and Brownsville. Notwithstanding 
these difficulties, on the 14th of September, 1852, I mustered 
Captain Lewis into service at Brownsville. His company was 
not full, but I gave him an order to recruit until his organiza- 
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tion would be complete; and I have the pleasure of informin 
you that before I left Brownsville his company was nearly 
filled. 

At Brownsville, I contracted on part of the State, with Mr, 


' Q. B. Barton for supplies of subsistence and forage for the 


companies commanded by Captains Lewis and Davis, a tripli- 
cate copy of which I herewith send you, marked “ A” 

From, Brownsville I went to Rio Grande City, where I 
found Captain Davis awaiting me, ready for muster, which I 
did on the 21st day of September, 1852. Mr. Barton, contrac- 
tor, with commendable promptitude, was on the ground, and 
ready to furnish supplies. On the day of muster, Messrs. Da- 
vis and Durst had furnished supplies for the volunteers as they 
apes up to the day of muster; accounts for which I appro- 
ved. 

From Rio Grande City, I proceeded to Laredo, where I was 
very glad to find that the Hon. H. P. Bee had furnished Cap- 
tain Shaw’s company, in compliance with a request which I 
had made him by letter, from San Antonio, with subsistence 
and forage, up to the date of my arrival, when I contracted 
with him for the permanent subsistence of the company, inclu- 
ding the time which had elapsed. A copy of which contract 
I herewith submit, marked “ B.” ; 

Having thus concluded my mission to the best of my abili- 
ties, I returned home, and submit to your Excellency this re- 
port of my action; but, in conclusion, I must be permitted to 
add, that L should do great violation to my feelings, were I to 
omit to speak of the very great kindness of the citizens gener- 
ally, in every section of the country through which I have 
passed; and I am sure it will bea source of gratification to 
your Excellency, to, know that the call made by you for the vol- 
unteers now in the field, was most cordially sustained by the 
citizens generally, with scarcely an exception. 

In regard to the companies, I ani proud to state, that they 
consist mainly of the right kind of material; well mounted 
for the particular service, and in the best manner; and I think 
that I hazard nothing in predicting that the most sanguine ex- 
pectations of your Excellency, and the citizens whom they 
were called out to protect, will be most fully realized. 

With sentiments of high regard, 
I have the honor to be, 
your most humble servant, 
JAMES S. GILLETT, 
Adjutant General. 


a 


~ 


39 


Tae Srave or Texas, 
“County of Cameron. 


Know all men by these presents, that I, James S. Gillett, 
Adjutant General of the State of Texas, of the first part, and 
Elder B. Barton, as principal, and Chas. Stillman, as his securi- 
ty, of the second part, have this day bargdined and agreed, 
and. by these presents bargain and agree to the following con- 
tract, viz : ; 

The'said Elder B, Barton, of the second part agrees, and by 
these presents binds himself and gaid security, Chas. Stillman, 
to furnish, or cause to be furnished to the company of rangers 
stationed, or to be stationed in the vicinity of Brownsville, com- 
manded by Capt. G. K. Lewis, in the service of the State of 
Texas, with rations for the men, and forage for their horses at 
such times: and in such quantities as may be required by the 
Acting Commissary and Qearter Master of said company for 
the period of six months, should the company remain so long 
in the service of the State, at the following rates: sixty-three 
cents ver ration of subsistence and forage; each ration of sub- 
sistence and forage .to.consist of the articles as follows, and in 
such quantities as dre allowed by the regulations of the United 
States army, viz: Pork, flour, beans, coffee, sugar, vinegar, ` 
candles, soap and salt, as subsistence for the men; and 
corn, oats, or barley for their horses; all of the best quali- 
ty, and to be delivered in good order. And the said Bar- 
ton further agrees with “Gillett, Adjutant General as aforesaid, 
to furnish; or cause to be furnished to the company of.rangers- 
stationed, or to be stationed at, or near Rio Grande City, com- 
manded by Capt. H. Clay Davis, with the like quantity of sub- 
sistence for the men comprised in said company, and forage for 
their horses as above agreed upon, for the price of sixty-five. 
cents per ration of subsistence and forage; all to be delivered 
at, or at any point within twenty miles of each place respective- 
ly, viz: Brownsville and Rio Grande City. For which the said 
James S, Gillett, Adjutant General as aforesaid, acting for, anc. 
on the part of the State,of Texas, and under special instruc. — 
tions from P. Hansbrough Bell, Governor of the State of Tex- 
as, agrees thatthe respective amounts of sixty-three cents for 
each ration of subsistence and forage furnished to the company 
commanded by Capt. G. K. Lewis, and the sum of sixty-five 
cents for each ration of subsistence and forage furnished the 
company commanded by Capt. H. Clay Davis, by said Barton, 
shall be well and truly paid by said State of Texas, upon pre- 
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sentation of the proper vouchers of the same by said Barton to 
the proper authorities of the State. s 
And,the said Gillett, Adjutant General as aforesaid, further 
agrees with the said Barton, that should it be necessary to have 
a portion of the rations of subsistence and forage transported 
to a greater distance than twenty miles from the places above 
named, to wit: Brownsville and Rio Grande City, a reasonable 
compensation shall be made to said Barton by the State, for 
such increase of transportation. 
In testimony whereof, we have hereunto set our hands and 
affixed our seals this ninth day of September,.A. D. 1852. 
JAMES S. GILLETT, 1s. 
- Adjutant-General. 


E. B. BARTON. Le Se 
CHAS. STILLMAN. Ls 


Tae Sra or Texas, 
County of Webb. j 


Know all men by these presents, that I, James S. Gillett, 
Adjutant General of the State of Texas, of the first part, and 
H. P. Bee & Co., of Laredo, county and State aforesaid, of the 
second part, have this day bargained and agreed, and by these 
presents do bargain and agree to the following contract, viz: 

The said H. P. Bee & Co., of the second part, bind them- 
selves to furnish, or cause to be furnished to the company of 
rangers commanded by Capt. Owen Shaw in the service of the 
State, and stationed in the vicinity of Laredo, with rations for 
the men and forage for their horses, at such times and in such 
quantities as may be required by the Acting Commissary and 
Quarter Master of said company, for the period of six months, 
beginning on the twenty-seventh day of August, A. D. 1852, 
should the company remain so long in the service of the State, 
at the following rates, to-wit: Thirty cents per ration of sub- 
sistence, and forty-six cents per ration of forage; rations of 
subsistence to consist of the kind in quantity and quality al- 
lowed by the regulations of the army of the United States ; 
forage to consist-of twelve pounds of corn, oats, or barley to 
the ration, all to be of the best quality and delivered to the Act- 
ing Quartermaster and Commissary of Subsistence of Capi. 
Shaw's company of rangers, in good order, in Laredo. 


And the said Bee & Co., of the second part, further agres to 


o 
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furnish such transportation as may be required of them, from 
time to time, for the removal of stores belonging to said com- 

any at rates customary for such services in Laredo ; and like- 
wise, to furnish such Quartermaster and ordnance stores and camp 
and garrison equipage, as may berequired bythe Acting Quarter 
Master of said company, at a liberal compensation ; taking the 
requisite vouchers from the Acting Quartermaster of the com- 

any for such services rendered or articles purchased. 

For which the said Jameg S. Gillett, Adjutant General as 
aforesaid, acting for and on the part ofthe State, and under specjal 
instructions from P. Hansbrough:-Bell, Governor of the State of 
Texas, agrees that tlie respective amounts of thirty cents per 
ration of subsistence, and forty-six cents per ration of forage, 
furnished the company commanded by Capt. Owen Shaw, by 
said H. P. Bee & Co., shall be well and truly paid by said 
State of Texas, upon presentation of the proper vouchers of the 
same by said Bee v bo. to the proper authorities of the State. 

In testimony whereof, we have hereunto set our hands and 
affixed our seals this twenty-seventh day of September, A. D. 
1852. JAMES 8. GILLETT, 1. a. 

Adjutant-Geperal, 
` H. P. BEE & Oo =. 


Exrcutive Department, State of Texas, } s 
Austin, August 20th, 1852. 


To His Excellency, Murard FrLLmoRe, , i 
_ President of the United States, Washington City, D. 0.: 
Sm—Such repeated representations have been made to this 

Department by all the influential and most respectable residents 

of the Rio Grande valley, of their desperate situation and the 

Insecurity of life and property in that section of the State, oc- 

casioned by the total inadequacy of the present military estab- 

lishment in Texas to check the murders and depredations of 
lawless bands of Indians and Mexicans, that my constant and 
anxious attention has been for some time past directed to the 
subjèct, with the view, if possible, tg puta final stop to these 
outrages, and restore tranquility and.confidence toa region that 
rapidly depopulating and on the verge of ruin. 
Among other steps that I deem materially important to the 
accomplishment of so desirable an end, I‘have the honor to ad- 
ess your Excellency, and enclose herewith certified copies of 
FG 


N 
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such late communications, petitions and affidavits connected 
with the subject as have reached this Department. To these 
documents, I would respectfully and earnestly draw your Ex- 
cellency’s particular attention, as ample evidence of the facts 
therein set forth, and the urgency of that assistance and succor 
that their present distressed situation so imperiously demands, 

Your Excellency will perceive by the perusal of these papers, 
that the most lamentable distress, anarchy and confusion must 
inevitably result from the stategf affairs therein represented, 
leading ultimately to the total disorganization and destruction 
of the whole line of the Rie Grande unless prompt and ener- 
getic measures be taken to prevent the continuance of the evil, 
‘The civil authorities are perfectly paralysed, and the military 
stationed on the lower Rio Grande, have declared themselves 
unable to render the requested assistance to support the exec: 
tion of the laws; while on the upper Rio Grande, the almost 
entire withdrawal of the troops from the county of El Paso, 
leaves the prospect for that portion even still more desperate 
and deplorable. 

Independent of every other serious consideration, the impor- 
tance of preserving inviolate existing treaties with the neigh- 
boring Republic of Mexico, whose limits run along the western 
bank of the Rio Grande in close proximity to the western line 
of this State from its northern to its southern extremities, and 
the impracticability of doingso under the existing state of things 
on that frontier, must forcibly impress your Excellency with the 
urgent necessity for additional military force upon that line to 
sustain the authorities and suppress infraction. 

After much consideration of the matter, I have felt it my dw 
ty to take immediate steps for the relief of the lower Rio Gran 
de, and-with that view have called into the service of the State 
three companies of mounted volunteers, (numbering in all 
about 200 rank and file), who are to act in concert with the 
United States troops stationed in that quarter. The Adjutant 
General of the State has been directed to proceed to that pdint, 
and is now in the discharge of the duties thus assigned him ; 4 
copy of his instructions accompany this communication. 

I therefore trust that the General Government, in considera- 
tion of the pressing emergency and the serious responsibility 
incurred by a longer delay, will recognise the services of these 
volunteer troops, and make such further and more permanent 
disposition, as upon examination shall be found necessary to re 


store that peace and security to which this unfortunate country 
has been so lung a stranger. 
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' With assurances of the highest consideration, I have the 
honor to remain your Excellency’s ob’t sery’t, 


P. H. BELL. 


War DEPARTMENT, l 
Washington, Sept. 30, 1852. { 
Sm—The President has referred to this Department your 
Excellency’s letter of the 20th ultimo, with the documents 
therein enclosed. Your Excellency says. that repeated repre- 
sentations have been made to this (your) Department by all the 
most influential and respectable residents of the Rio Grande 
Valley, of their desperate situation, and the insecurity of life 
and property in that section of the State, occasioned by the to- 
tal inadequacy of the present militaiy establishment in Texas, 
to check the murders and depredations of lawless bands of In- 
dians and Mexicans; and that in consequence of their repre- 
sentations you had felt it your duty to take immediate steps 
for the relief of the lower Rio Grande, and with that view had 
called into the service of the State three companies of mounted 
volunteers, (numbering in all, about 200 men, rauk and file,) for 
the period of six months, who are to act in concert with the 
United States troops stationed in that quarter. Your Excel- 
leney concludes by requesting that “ the General Government 
will recognize the services of these volunteer troops and make 
such further and more permanent disposition as upon examina- 
tion shall be found necessary to restore that peace and security 
to which that (this) unfortunate country has so long been a stran- 
ger.” Yon enclose various communications made to you by 
citizens of Texas on this subject. l 
Your Excellency is probably aware that the Executive has 
repeatedly informed Congress that the military establishment 
ofthe country was inadeduate to the protection of its widely 
extended frontier, and recommended that it be authorized to 
raise additional force for that purpose. Congress has seen fit 
to disregard these recommendations at a time when the necessi- 
ty for their adoption was more apparent than it 3s at present. 
Before the last odjournment of Congress, it was well known 
at there was reason to apprehend an extensive outbreak of the 
ndians on the frontier of Texas, and the very facts communi- 
cated in your Excellency’s letter, must have been known to the 
Senators and Representatives of your State in Congress. Never- 
vee that body adjourned without taking any steps on this 
£udject, f 
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Within n few weeks past, the Department has been informed 
by the reports of its officers, not only that the rumours that the 
Indians were preparing extensive hostilities, were unfounde 
but that in fact (with a few partial exceptions) they have nob 
been fora long time as peaceably disposed. All accounts 
concur in representing the Comanches as unusually quiet, 
and by advices received from Col. Summer, it appears that 
treaties of peace have been concluded with the Navijoes and 
Apaches, (the two most powerful nations on the confines of | 
New Mexico and Texas ;) that there are now treaties of peace 
with all the Indians in New Mexico, and that with the excep. — 
tion of some of the roving bands of the plains, the Indians in 
that section of the country have ceased to be troublesome. 

Under these circumstances, even if there were a manifest 
necessity for an additional increase of the military establish- 
ment, the executive would hesitate to call into the service of 
the government a description of force, which, while itis far less 
effecient than that which Congress has refused to authorize, is 
more .expensive. But the President is not satisfied that the 
facts contained in the papers transmitted by your Excellency 
would warrant him in taking this step. The only law under 
which the President could exercise the power referred to, is the 
act of February 28, 1795, entitled an “act to provide for calling 
forth the militia to execute the laws of the Union, suppress 
insurrections and repel invasiens, and to repeal the act now in 
force for those purposes.” It is doubted whether that act applies 
to the present case. It appears from these papers that the 
neighborhood of El Paso and Brownsville, has for several 
- months past been infested by lawless persons who traverse the 
country singly or in small parties, driving off cattle and occa 
sionally committing murders, That the perpetrators of these 
acts are principally Indians, Mexicans and half breeds. But 
that lawless and reckless persons professing to be citizens of 
Texas also participate in them. ‘Thatin consequence of the 
alarm occasioned by these disorders, some of the inhabitants 
have been compelled to abandon their homes. That the civil 
authorities were powerless to put a stop to these outrages, the 
officers of justice not being ableto collect a sufficient civil force 
to execute process, &e. 

There is reason to : nspect that these statements are somewhat 
exaggerated, Besides the natural tendency of persons while 
under the influence o, fear to magnify the danger that occasions 
it, some of the signer of-these papers have a strong motive to 
doso. Itis well known to this Department that the inhabi- 
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tants in the neighborhood of military posts, have other reasons 
for wishing them to be kept up, besides tle protection they 
afford. The Department therefore is frequently urged to 
establish posts where there is no real necessity for them; and 
whenever troops are ordered away from one, alarming accounts. 


: of Indian hostilities are invariably set afloat. In addition to 


this, many young men are always found who are anxious to 
enrol themselves as volunteers, and there is no part of the fron- 


„tier from Oregon and California to Florida, where similar 


applications have not been made, but in every instance they - 
have been rejected. To what extent these remarks apply to ` 
the accounts contained in the papers transmitted by your 
Excellency, [am unable to say. Iwill merely remark, that 
the commander of that Department positively pronounces 
several uf the statements contained in them entirely unfounded, 
and dues not recommend that these volunteers be received into 
the service uf the United States. 

Supposing, however, these accounts tobe strictly correct, the 
outrages aud disorders complained of (except when committed 
by Indians) are hardly such as this government ought to be 
called upon to express. The perpetrators of these acts, whether 
Americans or Mexicans, are not publie enemies to be en- 
conntered by the army of the United States, but pivate* 
malefuctors, to be arrested and punished by the civil authori- 
ties of Texas. If the means which these authorities have at- 
their disposal are not sufficient to enable them to do this, and 
the government ot Texas finds it necessary to call. ont her own 
militia to execute her own Jaws and to,defend her own citizens 
against robbers and murderers, surely it onght not to expect 
the United States to pay the expenses of the proceeding. — 

Jt must be borne in mind, tvo, that the disorders complained. 
of have been brought about in part by citizens of Texas them- 
selves, It is well known thac many of the inhabitants of that 
State were directly or indirectly concerned in the criminal en- 
terprizes of Caravajal, in violation of the laws of their own 
country, and no doubt in opposition tothe wishes of the peace» 
able and Jaw abiding portion of the inhabitants of Texas. 

It was to be expected that the inhabitants of Mexico would 
seek in some way or other to retaliate upon them; and the 
Indians in the neighborhood bave availed themselves of this 
opportuhity to renew their predatory incursions into the ER 
try. The number of these, however, judging from officia 
‘eports to this Department, is mueh exaggerated in these 
papers. In addition to these, mercenary vagabonds and out- 
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laws within our limits, who had flocked to the standard of 
Caravajal, finding themselves disappointed in their hopes of 
plunder in the Mexican territory, naturally seek to indemnify 
themselves in our own. 

The President directs me to assure your Excellency that he 
sympzthizes deeply with the snfferings of the good people of 
Texas, who are thus made to suffer for acts in which they did 
not participate, and that he will do all that he can with pro- 

riety do, to arrest them. The officers in command of that 
epartmentreports that in view of the troubles on that frontier, 
he had already ordered to that quarter five companies of 
mounted riflemen. Orders have also been given to fll up all 
the companies stationed there with their complement of men, 

One of the papers transinitted by your Excellency, mentions 
that the officer at a military post had been unable to render 
any assistance in punishing the anthors of these atrocities, 
because his men were unprovided with horses. That is very 
possible. Congress, in spite of the earnest and repeated remon- 
strances of the Department, having failed antil within a few 
weeks past to appropriate money for the purchase. of horses, 
the Departmeut found itself unable to supply them. Since 
the Department has been provided with funds for the purpose, 
oe have been taken to supply the requisite number of 

orses. 

From reports received from Col. Summer, it is rendered high- 
ly probable that the portion of the forces under his command 
that had for a temporary purpose been ordered from the Texas 
fronties to Santa Fe, have before this resumed their former 
station. 

Representations have also been made to the Mexican Gov- 
ernment in regard to the alledged participation of officers and 
citizens of that country in the outrages complained of. Itis 
hoped that these measures, together with the exercise of a pro- 
per degree of vigilance and energy on the part of the citizens 
snd government of Texas, will suffice to restore tranquility and 
peace to that region of country. , 

Ihave the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, ©. M. CONRAD, 

Secretary of War. 

His Excellency, P. H. Bell, Governor of Texas. 
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Casp Ber, } 
0 15 miles above Laredo, Sept. 29, 1852. i 
To His Excellency, P. IY. Berr, 
Governor ot the State of Texas: 

I have the honor to report that at daylight on the morning 
of the 15th inst., I received an express from the Hon. IL P. 
Bee, informing me that a party of Indians had crussed over 
from Mexico about 20 miles below Laredo, and had sacked the 
various ranches below, even as far as Roma. Several days 
having elapsed since the occurrence, I deemed it proper to 
strike for the upper Nueces, where | expected either tu await 
acd return; or, should they have passed up, to follow their 
trail, 

Qn the 16th I struck a trail at the head of the Raices, lead- 
ing up the country, upon which T encamped for the night, be- 
ing satisfied from appearances of the trail, as well as their fre- 
oa halts to cook their horse-meat, that the Indians believed 
themselves out of danger, and were travelling without any pre- 
cautions. The sequel proved that I was right in my calcula- 
tions, as I overtook them abont 8 clock, A. M., of the 17th, en- 
camped on the San Rogue, about 30 miles W. N. W. of Fort 
Ewell, on the Nueces. 

The action was commenced by the Indians themselves, by 
coming out of an arroyo in which they were encamped, forming 
in front of it, and apening’a heavy fire with muskets, rifles, ar- 
rows and one six-shooter, npon my command, and throwing out 
a red blanket challenging me to attack them. I immediately 
formed in front of them at about 75 paces distance, with A. 
Gatliff and J. D. Scott a littlein front and on my extreme right, 
and ordered my long rifles to open a fire, slow and sure. A. 
Gatliff, one of iny trailers and guide, commenced the action by 
killing the chief, No man moved or fired without an order 
from me; but as the Indians had decidedly the advantage of 
position, being covered by the arroy, I ordered J. D. n 
also one of ay. trailers, with a party of men, to cut off the cabal- 
lado of the Indians, and A. Gatliff, with another party, to get 
to the rear of the enemy so as to ent óf his final retreat, while 
I, with 15 of my men on foot, leaving J. Bott with a small de- 
tachment to guard the horses, charged the arroyo about 100 
paces below the encampment. dioe 

My infantry gallantly charged the enemy, and a severe co 
flict ensued : the Indians were finally forced out of the ally 
when they were met by the mounted men who continued & 
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a ranging fire upon them, and remounting my infantry, I ‘ob 
lowed them until I was stopped by a heavy showe? of rain 
which pourcd in such torrents as to render it impossible to digs 
tinguish any thing a-head. 

The Indians numbered nineteen men and two women; of 
this number but one certainly escaped. Nine men killed on 
the ground; the remainder desperately wounded. Twenty- 
three horses and mules, with saddles, Mexican blankets, arms, 
&c., were amongst the articles captured. The rout of the ene- 
my was complete and disastrous: one horse wounded, was the 
only damage `o my command. 

I cannot speak in too high terms of the gallantry of my com- 
mand; the most of them young and without experience, they 
proved themselves worthy of their country and the service in 
which they were engaged. 

A. Gatlif and J. D. Scott acted as my spies and guides, and 
I beg to present them to your Excellency as gallant soldiers 
and entirely worthy of your consideration. To the young men 
_ who commanded my detached parties, all praise is due for their 

firmness and decision. Sergeant E. F. Calhoun was by my 
side while acting as infantry, and I bear cheerful testimony to 
his gallantry. Hermann Raven, McAnderson and George W. 
Logan, of Austin, are reported to me in the highest terms. 

As this is the first foray of the Indians since I have been on 
this frontier, it may be presumed that I should have prevented 
the crossing of the Indians telow this place, or should have 
been so soon on their trail as to have averted the lamented re- 
sults which followed their incursion. A word therefore to your 
Excellency upon the point may be necessary. 

Upon my arrival upon this frontier, I found the Rifle Com- 
panies already in the field, with baggage waggons and ambu- 
lances, and in full possession of all the various water holes be- 
low the San Antonio road. I therefore did not deem it necessa- 
ry to pass below or south of that road, except upon a fresh trail, 
and left them to guard the lower while I took charge of the np- 
per portion of the country. Therefore, as soon as I heard of 
the entrance of the Indians I preferred to take a position which 
would render my services efficient, should the Indians succeed 
in passing through the cordon of posts established by the regu: _ 
lars; the result proved that my position was fortunate. f 

The anthenticated véport from below states that two Mezi- 
cans and one American have been killed, and over 100 horses 
driven off; and although the party I met were doubtless of the 
number who committed the depredations, yet the larger portion 
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with the stolen horses must have taken another route, A num- 
per of letters were found in the camp of the Indians on the San 
Roque, written from Guerrero to the lower Rio Grande. 

# ; : ¥ % 


* x g 
I have the honor to remain ; 
Your Excellency’s most obedient servant, 
i OWEN SHAW, 


Capt. Commanding Company Texas Rangers. 


xy 


Apgutant GENERAL’s OFFICF, 
Austin, December 13, 1852. } 
To his Excellency, P. Hanssroven BELL, 

Gov. of the State of Texas: 

Sım—In obedience to your request of the 4th instant, I here- 
with have the honor to transmit to you, an estimate of the 
amount of funds required fur the pay, mileage, subsistence, fo- 
rage and incidental expenses of the three companies of moun- 
ted rangers now in the service of the State, and commanded 
respectively by Captains G. K. Lewis, H. Clay Davis and 
Owen Shaw, viz: 

Estimated Amounts. 


Pay department, . . . . 2. + + e + + ~ $46,561 08 
Subsistence and forage, . . . . . . + ~~ 28,872 82 


Quarter-masters property, etc, . . + - « + 4,500 00 
DUONE, a. a e a a ee ee 1,800 00 
Total amount, $81,233 40 


In making the above estimates, I was governed in the first, 
(the Pay Department,) by the amonnts of pay and allowances 
heretofore niade by the United States Government to troops of 
the same character, and engaged in the same kind of service | 
in Texas. In calculating the mileage and traveling allowance, 
I found it impossible to make, in detail, the respective amounts 
due each company; from the fact that I could not know the 
amount of mileage allowed each individual with the return of 
their discharge roll, but I have adopted an average for the 
whole, which I believe, from the best informationin my pos- 
Session, will not be far from correct. ; 

he estimated amount for subsistence and forage being bas- 
ed upon contract, cannot materially differ from the estimate. — 
he amount estimated for Quarter-master property, Ordi- 
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nance stores, Camp and Garrison equipage and Medicines, js 
principally guess work; as those purchases have been made 
éntirely by the Captains, or their direction, no return of which 
has, as yet, been made to this Department; but it is hoped that 
the amount estimated, will be found adequate to the discharge 


of the liabilities incurred. 

The estimate for Surgeons, is the price usnally paid; and if . 
each Company has been supplied with a Surgeon, the amount 
will no doubt be‘correct ; but may be varied according to the 
number of months’ actual service performed in each Company. 

All of which I have the honor to submit for your Excellen 
ey’s consideration. 

With sentiments of profound respect, 
I am your obt. servt., 
JAMES S. GILLETT, 
Adjutant General, 


REPORT OF STATE TREASURER. 


‘TREASURER’S OFFICE, | 
Austin, December 6, 1852. 
Lo His Excellency, P. H. Bent, 
Governor of the State of Texas ; 

Sm: I have the honor herewith to submit to your- Excellen- 
cy the accompanying statements marked “ A,” “ B” and “C/ 
exhibiting the condition and situation of the Treasury, and the 
balance of the money remaining therein to the credit of the 
State, and special deposites on the 31st of October, A. D. 1852, 
with a summary of the receipts and payments of the Treasury 
during the fiscal year ending that date. 

Statement “ A,” exhibits the transactions of the office on 
general or State accounts. 

Statement “ B,” is an exhibit of the transactions on account 
of.special deposits. 

> Statement “©,” ghows the amount appropriated for each 
classand description of the Public Debt of the late Republic 
of Texas—the amounts paid, and the balance of the approprie 
tions remaining in the Treasury. ; 

By virtue of the authority of acts passed upon the subject, 
the ‘Treasurer on the 16th day of February last, commenced the 
payment of that portion of the Public Débt, tor which appro- 
priations had been made. At thet time the condition of the 
treasury was thus— 


ln United States 5 per cent, Bonds,» o» o oo o o «$5,000,000 00 
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In specie, received for interest on U. S. Bonds,....250,000 00 
` By the act making appropriations for the support of the Gdv- 
ernment for the years 1852 and *53, the interest received upon 
United States Bonds was assigned to meet those appropriations. 
A suficient amount of the Bonds, or the proceeds thereof were 
approsyiated to pay the Public Debt. The Treasurer com- 
- menced the payment of the debt by issuing the specie in the 
Treasury ; less a sufficient amount to meet the current expen- 
ges of the government, trusting that the demand upon the 
Treasury on account of the Public Debt, would not be so great 
as to exhaust‘ the Treasury before a sale of the United States 
Bonds could be made by the Comptroller, under authority of 
the act of the Legislature providing for the sale of one million, 
approved Febraary 16th, 1852; in this, however, he was disap- 
pointed, as sə great was the demand upon the Treasury for re- 
demption of debt, that the specie was exhausted in ten days’ 
time; while the bids tor the bonds were not to be opened by 
the Cumptroller until the 4th day of May. It therefore became 
necessary, either to suspend the payment of the debt for over 
two months or issue the bonds. Upon consultation with your 
Excellency and the Comptroller, it was deemed advisable to 
pay out the bonds, at a premium of three per cent. on the same, 
tosuch as desired them in preterence to waiting until the Treasn- 
ty could be supplied with specie. ‘It was considered that it 
would be injurious to the interest of the State, in the future sale 
of the bonds to pay them from the Treasury at their face, 
when it was evident, they were sought with avidity by capital- 
ists at a premium above the rate established. 

The first bonds were issued on the 26th of Febrnary last, 
when a book was opened showing the number of the bonds—the 
amount of interest due and charged to date—the amount of 
penta charged, and the receipt of the person to whom the 

ond was issued. 

To the 4th of May last, when the payment of bonds was sus- 
pended, the Treasurer had paid out the number of five hundred 
and seventy-two, amounting in principal to five hundred and 
seventy-two thousand dollars, ($572,000 00), and collected in 
interest due upon the same, the sum of seven thousand two 
hundred and eighty dollars and thirty cents, ($7,280 80), which 
amount he deposited in the Treasury, to the credit of the State, 

The premium charged and collected upon said bonds, amount 
to seventeen thousand one hundred and sixty dollars, ($17,160.) 

rom this amount, all the expenses, such as advertising, travel- 
ling expenses of the Comptroller to New York and Washington 
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city and back; insurance and transportation of specie, ete., 
etc., incident to the sale of United States Bonds, under act of 
February 16th, 1852, were paid, amounting as per statement 
“I,” herewith submitted, to the sum of eleven thousand one 
hundred and sixty-six dollars and sixteen cents, ($11,166 16.) 

The balance of five thousand nine hundred and se Pa 
dollars and eighty-four cents, ($5,993 84) was deposited in the 
Treasury to the credit of the State. As the Legislature had 
neglected to make ‘appropriation for the expenses attending the 
sale of the bonds, it was deemed proper to pay the same aut 
of the premium which had been collected in this office, (with- 
out the direct authority ot law) upon the bonds disbursed there- 
from, and leave it for the Legislature to sanction the course 
pursued, if judged correct, and express by law in what man- 
ner the account of the Treasurer relative to the same shall be 
settled. 

In the payment of the bonds at the arbitrary premium of 
three per cent., it was optional with claimants to take them, or 
wait a short time for the specie, and while in most cases they 
were taken, it is believed that few or none suffered loss there- 
from. Onthe contrary, many gained, as the actual value of the 
bonds in market was above the rate charged by the office; as 
evidenced by the price the bonds brought, upon the bids opened 
on the 4th of May last. 

The determination to chargea premium upon the bonds paid 
out, placed the Treasurer in an embarrassing and unpleasing 
situation, from the fact that when complaints were made, which 
was sumetimes the ease, he could not plead authority of law for 
his course; while at the same time, he felt conscions that he 
was acting for the best interest of the State, and believed that 
his conduct would be approved by the proper authorities of the 
same. Beyond the amount of seventeen thousand one hundred 
and sixty dullars, ($17,160 00) by which the State was directly 
benefited, it is believed that the plan adopted and pursued had 
a beneficial effect, upon the sale of bonds, inan increase of pre- 
mium, above what would otherwise have been the case had the 
Treasurer paid out the bonds at par. 

In orde? to show that the premium established could not be 
considered as injurious to claimants upon the Treasury, or as 
depriving them of any just right or demand, the Treasurer will 
state, that so svon as it was determined to guspend the issue of 
the bonds, and return to specie payment, many complaints were 
made, claimants considering it an actual hardship to have no 
choice, but to take the specie. Offers were made by persons 
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having demands upon the Treasury, of as high a rate as fo 
per cent, for the bonds, which offers ‘were of cone refused, i 
the Treasury was then supplied with specie sufficient to meet 
all demands, and it being for the benefit of the State, that as 
large an amount of the bonds as possible should be held in the 
Treasury on account of the value of the accruing interest. 

As will be seen by statement “ A,” the sum of three million 
six hundred and twenty-eight thousand dollars, ($3,628,000 00) 
in United States bonds still: remain in the Treasury ; of this 
sum, three million five hundred and seventy five thousand dol- 
larg, ($3,575,000 00) belongs to the fund for disbursement; the 
balance, fifty-three thousand dollars, ($53,000 Q0) belongs to 
the general school fund. The interest due upon these bonds 
on the first of July last, amounting in the aggregate to ninety 
thousand seven hundred dollars, ($90,700 00) has nearly all 
been collected by the Treasurer, and as soon as the whole 
amount is collected, will be deposited in the Treasury to the 
credit of the State as follows, viz: - 


To general account for disbursement,............ $89,375 00 
To general school fund account,.............6. .- 1,825 00 
$90,700 00 


By virtue of act of December 2d, 1850, the State issued to the 
general school fund its bonds for thirty-six thousand dollars, 
($36,000 ) bearing five percent. interest, tosupply the place of that 
amount of specie belonging to said fund, which was used forthe 
immediate and pressing wants of the Treasury. By the 2d section 
of the act making appropriations for the support of the govern- 
ment for the years 1852 and 1853, approved February 16th, 
1852, the Treasurer was authorized and did transfer the like 
sum of United States five per cent. bonds to take the place of 

„the said State bonds; the general school fund to be the bene- 
ficiary of the interest accruing upon the United States bonds 
from the first of January, 1852. There is therefore, due the 
general school fund, the sum of rae thousand nine, hundred and 
äfty dollars, ($1,950 for interest decrued upon the State 
bonds from the date of their issue, December 2d, 1850, to Jan- 
uary 1st, 1852, when the said fund commenced receiving the inte- 
rest upon the United States bonds. This amount would properly 
be provided for by an appropriation for that specific purpose. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
Your Excellency’s obedient servant, 


JAS. H. RAYMOND, Treasurer. 
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STATEMENT “A” 


State of Texas in account current with James H. Raymon 
Treasurer, for the fiscal year ending Oviober 31st, 1859, 


DR. 


To amount of cash disbursed upon appropriątions as per reg 


ister of Treasury Warrants paid, viz: 
In specie of revenue of late Republic, 3,564 71 


ln specie of revenue of State, 151,155 16 
ss  & Interest received on 

United States Bonds, 05,972 T4 
im specie of General School Fund, 

transferred, 17,000 00 


' —— 237,692 6l 


To amount of specie of “ revenue of 
State,” transferred to account of 
“County Taxes,” having been de- 
posited in error to account of * re- 
venue of State,” per deposite war- 
rant No. 1048, 

To amount of “Five per cent. State 
Bonds,” transferred to credit of 
“ Cash ” account, and delivered to 
Comptroller as vouchers for set- 
tlement, 

N. B—The amount ot $53,000 00 
United States 5 per cent. Bonds 
were transferred to account of 
‘General School Fund,” to re- 
place the above amount of $36,- 
000 00 “State Bonds” delivered 
to Comptroller, and $17,000 “spe- 
cie,” disbursed of “ Gen’l School 
Fund,” in accordance with tle 8rd 
section of an ‘tact making appro- 
priations for the support of the 
Government for the years 1859 
and 1853.” 

To amount of Government Habili- 
ties received in collection of Rev- 
enue of late Republic, and deliv- 
ered to the Comptroller as vouch- 
ers for settlement, viz: 


35 79 


36,000 00 


t 


€ 


55 
Tn Promissory Notes, Bonds, and In- 


a 


terest Coupons, ~ 26,945 98 
In Audited paper, 340 00 
« Exchequer Bills, 675 00 
« Certificates of Public Debt of 

the late Republic, 6,811 67 
To amount of United States 5 per 

cent. Bonds delivered tothe Comp- . 

troller, and sold by him, and spe- 

cie received in lieu thereof, by vir- 

tue of an act of the Legislature of 

February 20th, 1852, 

To amount of Cash disbursed in pay- 

ment of the debt of the late Re- 

public of Texas, viz: 

In United States 5 per cent. Bonds, 572,000 00 
“ Specie—proceeds of sale of Uni- 

ted States Bonds, 382,117 27 
In specie—interest received on Uni- 

ted States Bonds, 43,566 85 
N. B.—Liabilities paid 

are as follows, viz: ` 
“Second Class Debt,” 608,887 42- 

Third Clas Debt,”  * 25,441 57 
“Audited Paper ”—ist ~ 

Class Debt, => AT,827 %5 
“Miscellaneous liabili- 

ties ”—1st Class Debt, 16,239 87 
Audited by special acts 

of the Legislature, 26,708 75 
“Eight per. cent Fund- : 

ed Debt, 5th February ' 

1840 ”—prineipal, 930 00 
“Ten per cent. Funded 

Debt, 5th Feb’y 1840” 

—principal, 132,525 00 


“Interest on various lia: 
bilities,” —viz : 

On èight per 
ct. Funded f 
debt, 712 50 

On 10 per ct. 


34,771 96 


800,000 00 


a 


997,684 19 


§6 


funded debt, 133,236 61 
On miscella- 


neous liabili- 
ties, 5,179 65 
~ 189,198 76 
Dollars, 997,684 12 


To amount of balance of 
Cash on hand October 
dist, 1852, viz: 
In United States 5 pr cent 
Bonds, 8,575,000 00 
In specie—interest receiv- 
edonUnited StatesBonds, 164,550 51 
Jn specie—premium re- 
ceived on United 
States Bonds, 42,243 84 
In specie—proceeds of 
sale of United States 
Bonds, 417,882 73 
~——-4,199,677 08 
In United States 5 per i 
cent Bonds—Gener- 


al School Fund, 53,000 00 
In specie of General i 
School Fund, 8,974 12 , 
—e 61,974 12 


4,961,651 20 


eee a 


Dollars, . . s o o o o o o . °. 6,867,885 62 


TTD 
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Siate of Texas in account current with James H. Raymond, ' 
Treasurer, for the Fiscal year ending October 31st, 1852. 


CR. 


By balance of cash on hand October 31st, 1851, viz: 
In specie of Revenue 


of State, 25,890 68 
In specie of General 
School Fund, 12,051 88 


———— 37,942 56 


In State Bonds—5 per 
cent of gen’l. school 
Fund, 


By amount of specie 
and Government li- 
abilities received in 
collection of Reve- 
nue of late Repub- 
‘lic, viz: 

In specie on atccount 
of Customs, 

In specie on account of 
Taxes, 

In specie on account of 
Licenses, 

In specie onaccount of 
Fines, 

Jnspecie on account of 
Government Dues, 
In specie on account of 
sale of President’s 

House—Houston, 


In Promissory Notes, 
etc., on ac’t of Cus- 
toms, 

In Promissory Notes, 
etc, on account of 
Patent Fees, 

In Promissory Notes, 
ete, on account of 
Government Dues, 

In Promissory Notes, 
etc., on account of 
Licenses, 

Promissory Notes, 
etc, on ac’t of sale ° 
of Austin lots, 


57 


36,000 00 
———— 17394256 
/@ 


86 81 - 
2,463, 68 
292 02 
14 70 

437 50 ° 


A 


270 00 
——— 3,564 71 


In Audited Paper on account of 


overnment Dues, 


17,791 10 
4,223 00 
i 
2,987 13 
1,791 00 ` 
153 00 
26,945 23 
340 00 
675 00 


Exchequer Bills on account of 


Customs, 
E 
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In Public Debt Certincates on ac- 
count of Customs, 


By amoint of specie received in 
collection of Revenue of State, 
viz: 

Or account of Licenses, Taxes and 
interest on Taxes, 

On account of Patent Fees, 

On account of Government Dues 
on Land, 

On account of Fees of Offce, 

On ae’t. of rent of Publie build- 
ings 

On account of sale of Austin lots, 

On account of sale of Custom 
Houses, 

On account of Fines, 

On account of refunding by the 
‘United States for advances made 
to Captains Johnson’s & Black- 
well’s companies, 


By amount of United States 5 per 
cent. Bonds received as indem- 
nity from the United States, un- 
der act of Congress, approved 
September 9th, 1850, 

By amount of specie collected 
and received on account of in- 
terest due upon United States 5 
per cent Bonds aforesaid, 

By «mount of specie received in 
exchange for $800,000 00 Uni- 
ted, States 5 per cent Bonds sold 
by virtue of an act of the Legis- 
lature, approved February 20th, 
1852, ` 


by amount of specie received on 
account of Premium upon $800,- 
> 000 00, United States 5 per cent. 
Bonds, sold as aforesaid," ` 
By amount of specie 
received as Premi- 


6,811 67 


119,794 55 
1,994 20 


1,262 97 
1,455 60 


137 27 
4,516 05 


2,012 78 
25,00 


8,094 12 


36,250 00 


38,336 62 


139,299 51 


8,000,000 00 


974,090 10 


800,000 00 
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um apon 572 United 

States 5 per centum 
‘ Bonds, for $1000 00 

each, disbursed from 

the Treasury in pay- 

ment of the Public 

Debt of the late Re- 

public of Texas 17,160 00 ; 
Less, bill of expenses 

(paid by the Treasu- 

rer) attending the 

sale of $800,000 00 

UnitedStates Bonds, 11,166 16 


49.948 BÅ 
6,367,835 69 


ee Ben 


5,993 84 ` 


! 


D ollars 3 e e . » e . s e è » s . 


TREASURER’S OFFICE; i a 


Austin, November 1st, 1852. 
JAMES H. RAYMOND, Treasurer, 


, STATEMENT “BY TH 
_ Biate of Texas in account current with James H. Raymond, 
on account of Special Deposites for the fiscal year ending 
October 31, 1852. , Ge 
DR.. 


To amount of Specie disbursed upon 
Treasury Warrants drawn upon 
account of Special Deposites, viz: ee eee 
n account of County Taxes, ae : 
« Assessors’ Fees 569 1 
7 $6,904 25 


Balance of Cash on hand 
October 31, 1852: . 
In Specie of County Taxes, $6,794 19 
“ Assessors’ Fees, 607 36 

“Settlement of 
Successions, , 2,267 38 


$9,668 93 
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In Exchequer Bills of County Taxes, 273 10 
In Promissory Notes, Settlement of 
Successions, 1,025 21 


$10,967 94 
$17,871 49 
OR. 


By balance ot Cash on 
hand, October 31, 
1851, viz: 
In Specie of Co. Taxes, $7,379 43 
G 


Settlement 
of Successions, 1,410 47 
Im Specie of Assessors’ 
Fees, 608 94 
—— $9,398 84 
In Exchequer Bills, on account of 
County Taxes, : 273 10 
In Promissory Notes of Settlement of 
Successions, > 1,025 21 
———— $10,697 15 
Amount of Specie received on account 
of Special Deposites, viz : 
On account of County Taxes, $5,749 84 
s ‘¢ Assessors’ Fees, 567 59 : 
‘6 = OS Settlement of Succes- 
sions, 856 91 
$T, 174 34 


17,871 49 
= JAS. H. RAYMOND, Treasurer. 
Treasurers Office, Austin, Nov. 1, 1852. 


© 
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Jauss H. Raymond 27 account with the State of Texas, on ac- 
count of premium collected upon ihe United States Bonds 
disbursed on publie debt. 


DR. 


For three per cent. premium charged and collected upon 
572 U. States Bonds bearing five per cent. interest, for $1,000 
each, and numbered from 1 to 572 inclusive, which Bonds were 
disbursed from the Treasury in payment of public debt prior 
and up to the 4th day of May, 1859. 


$572,000 at 3 per cent., $17,160 00 

SO CR. 

Voucher 1.—By amount paid James B. Shaw, ` 
Comptroller, for his bill of expenses to New York ax 


city, for the delivery of $600,000 U.S. bonds, sold 

to Corcoran & Riggs, and the transporfation, insur- 

ance and incidental expenses, in the transmission of 

the specie, proceeds of the sale of” U.S. bonds, to 

the city of Austin, 10,542 75 
Voucher 2.—By amount paid Geo. Hancock for 

services, risks and expenses, in carrying $50,000, U. 

S. bonds, to S. M. Williams, Galveston, and bring- s 

ing back the proceeds of said bonds in specie to the 

Treasury, a 396 93 
Voucher 38.—By amount paid E. W. Taylor for 

carrying to Galveston $50,000,°U. S. bonds, being 

part of $100,000 sold to S. M. Williams, 50 00 

7 y amounts paid for advertising sale of bonds, 
wit: 


Voucher 4.—Paid Picayune Office, N. O., -~ 80 00 
«“  5.—Merchant’s Day Book and N. York « 

Courier, a 3 28 

“o 6—Washington Union, 15 7 

“  %7.—Austin Gazette, Texas, . 24 50 


“  8,—By amount deposited in the Treasu- 
ry Oct. 31st, 1858, per deposite receipt No. 2071, 5,993 84 


a 


$17,160 00 
JAS. H. RAYMOND, Treasurgr. 


STATERENT “B” No. 8. 
OF Spi Depositos i in the  Treasmy, to the credit 4 Estates of deceased persons, October 31, 1852. 


DATE PROM’Y 
or pEposirn, || BY WHOM DEPOSITED. | TO SUCCESSION OF. ores, || SPECIE TOTAL. 
- May is 9) D. M. Stapp, Administra’r,|Joel Hile, deceased. 85 10 
July 30] Thomas Summons; s Warren Aborn, s 283 25 
Nov’r “ | Youn Coleman, s Peter Aldrich, s 548 88 
s6 1843] Thos. Wm. Ward, “ John Jones, ‘6 28 00 
August |1846) Randall Jones, , “ John L. Monks, s 1998 $1,025/21 
Decem’r |1848] Jas. H. Gillespie, “ Lathrop Chase, sc 8128/10 
April [|1849) W. Y. McFarland, “ Young J. Parker, “ 121/88 
March 1849) H.J. Rennest, 66 O. Anderton, s 6140 
May “ | James M. Allen, “| Daniel Harden, c£ ! 4150 
«| Jno. W. Middleton, “ Keran Brunnan, “ 78/31 
August | “ | E. D. Wright, €c E. D. Munster, 66 31150 
Septem’r| “|| Z. Ellison, s D. Quingley, s6 25/28 
Decem’r | “ || Andrew Neill, ‘6 John McClure, s 28/33 
June 1850) A. J. Hamilton, 66 H. Trenor, 6° 33195 
Septem. | “ || Julius Rennes, “6 0. Anderton, 66 16190 
January |1851} John G. Seiper, i Henry Droop, s 430/24 
sc “& i| Thomas Gray, s6 William Leach, 66 156/83 
March “ | E. L. Anderson, “ Samuel Barnett, 66 1/25 


May “ || Paris Smith, 66 William Mitchell, “6 20j09 
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August “¢ Oscar oe aoe s F. T. Taylor, eE - 142/ 


Septem. | “ |F. B. Web E Hiram Warren, sc 70/91 
October | “ |R. H. Ohistiolm, ‘s V. V. Poinsette,  “ 41 
„April {1852/Oscar Engledore, “ Isaac Simpson, se 88,55 
May « M. P. Clary, i David Clary, ae 141/80 
= « (W.W. Morris & J. Der- ' 
E « I| maid, Executors, Ben. Foscue, ae 71 
c « |Isham Thompson, Adm’ r, |James A. Calvin, “ 240155 
c S. L. Jones, John Kellen, e 1491} $9,967|38. 


es $1,025 21|| $2,267138| $3,205! 59 


Treasurer’s Office, Austin, Texas, November 1, 1852. 


JAS. H. RAYMOND, Treasurer. 
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STATEMENT * 0P No. 4. 


Showing the amount anpropriated for each class and description of Public Debi—ihe amount paid, 
and the balance remaining in the Treasury undrawn of each appropriation on the 31st of Ocio- 


ber, 1852. 


> r 
meae eae -o ee lee m ~- ~ — meee ana 


[SS 


First Class.—Ten per cent. Funded Debt, 5t 
st Eight per cent, “ “  «& 


66 Audited paper, 
e Miscellaneous liabilities, 
° 66 Interest on various liabilities, 


Second Class Debt, 
Third Class Debt, 
Audited by special acts of the Legislature, 


CLASS AND DESCRIPTION OF DEBT. 


h Feb’ry, 1 S40, | 
66 66 


APPROPRIAT’D 


AMOUNT {|AMOUNT| BALANCE 
DRAWN. | UNDRAWN, 
$226,200 00; 139,525 00) 93,675 00 
7,284 00 930 00 6,854 00 
69,451 52] 47827 75) 21,623 7% 
26,129 87| 16,939 87| 9,890 00 
238,178 63| 189,128 76, 99,044 87 
818,910 6S| 608,887 42| 210,023 26 
49.656 47) 25,441 57| 17,214 90 


34,023 55|) 26,703 75; 7,819 80° 


181,462,829 7:|3997,684 19/$465,145 60 
1] 
JAMES H. RAYMOND, Treasurer. 
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The Senate returned to their chamber, and, on motion of Mr, 
Taylor, adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M. 


Teres O’crocx, P. M. 


Senate met—roll called—quorum present, 

Mr. Reaves presented the petition of sundry citizens of Van- 
zandt and Ilenderson counties; referred to the committee on 
Counties and County Boundaries, 

Mr. Miller moved that the committee on printing and contin- 
gent expenses, be instructed to contract for the printing, for the 
use of the Senate, of copies of the Governor's message, and 

copies of such of the accompanying documents as they may 


deem necessary, also copies of the message, and copies of 
said documents in the German and Spanish languages respect- 
ively, 


On motion of Mr. Parker, the first blank was filled by inserting 
“one thousand.” 

On motion of Mr. Ford, it was referred to the committee on 
printing and contingent expenses, 

Mr. Reaves presented the petition of sundry citizens, praying 
that the boundary line of Burnet’s Colony may be run and 
marked. 

Mr, Hill moved to lay the petition on the table—lost, 

On motion of Mr. Reaves, it was referred to the committee on 
Counties and County Boundaries. . i 

Mr. Taylor introduced a Joint Resolntion proposing an amend- 
ment to the Constitution of the State of Texas ; read first time. 

Mr. Davis introduced a bill making appropriations for the 
improvement of the rivers of the State; read first time. — 

Mr. Reaves introduced a bill to incorporate Tyler University; 
read first time, 

Mr. Day offered the following resolation : 

Resolved, ‘That a committee of three be appointed on the 
part of the Senate, and that the House of Representatives be 
requested to appoint a like committee to act in connection with 
said committee, whose duty it shall be to frame and report at as 
early a day as practicable, a bill to apportion the Senators and 
Representatives among the several counties of this State. 

Mr. Duggan offered the following resolution: —— — , 

Resolved, That the Senate will proceed to classify its mem- 
bers on Monday 17th inst. 

Mr, Eddy moved that the committee on 
to contract for fifteen numbers of each issue o 
and South Western American, during the extra session 0 

I 


Printing be authorized 
f the State Gazette 
f the ` 
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Legislature, for the useof each member of the Senate; cartied, 
Mr. Wilson moved that the Senate now proceed to the election 
of a Reporter for the present session; carried by the following 
vote: 
Yuas—Messrs., Armstrong, Bogart, Dancy, Davis, Day, Dug. 
gel, | , Eddy, Ford, Hill, Meusebach, Miller, Taylor and Wilson— 
13 


Nave—Messrs, Grimes, Har, Parker, Potter, Reaves, Scott 
and Truit—7.. 

Mr. Wilson nominated Mr. John T. Flint: Messrs. Bogart and 
Day were appointed tellers. 

Mr, Flint received 19 votes and was‘declared duly elected, and 
came forward and was qualified. 

On thotion of Mr. Parker, Mr. Miller was appointed on the 
several committees of which the late Mr. Sterne was a member, 
also oh’ the committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, Mr. Potter was placed on the several 
committees of which Mr. Merriman was a member, during the 
regular session. 

‘Mr. Day introduced a bill to incorporate the Texas Orphan 
Asylum ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the Senate adjourned until 10 
o'clock to-morrow morning, z 


Qo? 
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AIA Taurspay, January 13, 1853. 

The Senate was called to order by the President, pursuant to 
adjournment. ee 

Senators present—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Dancy, 
Davis, Day, Duggan, Eddy, Grimes, Hart, Hill, Meusebach, 
Miller, Payker, Poiter, Reaves, Scott, Taylor, Truit and Wilson— 
quotiutl present. 

The“jöurnal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr: Rady presented the petition of Mary Stephenson, praying 
the passage of a law, to authorize her to adopt Nancy O. Harper 
as;her heir’; referred to the committee on -ihe Judiciary. j 

Mr.’ Scott presented the petition: of Brvin M. Wilder ; referred 
to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Parker presented the petition of David Cook; referred to 
the committee on the Militia... 

Mr. Wilson presented the petition of stindry citizens, relative’ 
to achange of the constitution on banking ; i read and referred, to 
the committee on Finance. ) 


OF 


Mr. Dancy presented the petition of Wm. Bridges of Fayette l 
county ; référred to the committe on Claims and Accounts. 

Mr. Eddy’ made the following report: rae 

The corimittee on printing, to whom was referred the resolu- . 
tion of the Senate, instructing said committee to contract for, the . 
printing of 1000° copies of the Governors message, and such,. ; . 
accompanying documents ag they may deem necessary, in the . 
English Linguage ; also . . copies in the German and Spanish 

- Languages; respectively, have had the same under consideration, 

and instructed me to contract.for the printing of 1000 copies of 
document A, from No. 23 {0,32 in relation to frontier protection, 
and 1000 Yopies of the Treasurers Report “B? froin No. 
1 to No. 5, in English ; and 300 copies.of the Governors mes- 
sage, in the German $ and 300 in the Spanish Language ; all of 


wy 9 
which is respectfully submitted, >.. 

a Za W: EDDY, Chairmen. 

On motion of Mr. Grimes, the rule requiring’ reports to lay on 
the table one day was suspended,-and report adopted. 

Mr. Armstrong introduced the following bills whiclr were ... 
severally read first time--viz; ee + tg 

Abill supplementary to an “act concerning" crimes and pun- 
ishments,” approved March 20,1848; > ` 

Abill concerning offences committed by negroes ; 

A bill to authorize Bartlett Sims to raisé a location therein 
named and locate the same upon any vacant land; and, 

A bill to repeal an act relating to lands in Peters’ Colony. 

Mr, Reaves introduced a pill.to.anthorize and require the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office to cancel patent No. 215, 
Vol. 7, and issthe another ; read. first time! a aon 

Mr. Scott introduced a bill concerning proceedings in the 
County Court pertaining to Estates of deceased persons; read, 
first time, l í , EET 

Mr. Duggat introduced a bill to incorporate the town of 
Seguin; read first'time. | ; oo ' 

Mr. Day introduced a bill supplementafy to àn “act regulating 
fees of office >” read first time. ae . 

Mr, Hill introduced a bill to incorporate the Trinity Tur npike 
Company; and, i 

A bill for the relief of Jim Shaw, a Delaware Indian ; read 
first time. Be. S 

Mr. Davis ‘introduced a Joint Resolution providing for the 
removal of the remains of the late Stephen F. Austin for inter- 
PE in the State burial ground at the city of Austin ; read first 
» Ume. a 


r 
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Mr. Davis offered the following Preamble and Resolution: 

Wuereas, the State of Texas is highly favored in all things, 
saving the natural facilities of transportation, and has a grent 
variety of climate, a vast extent of rich and productive soil, a 
wealthy and enterprising population, which is daily increasing 
in a measure so extraordinary as to give promise at no distant 
day that she will, in wealth, intelligence and population, be- 
come the empire State of the Union. l 


Anp WHereas, Much interest is manifested in every portion of 
the State upon the subject of internal improvement, and vayiogs 
and conflicting places have been proposed, each having warm 
and zealous advocates, both in and out of the Lagislature, 
urging them with zeal, energy, and ingenuity; and, whereas, 
the increasing demands and necessities for the means of trans 
portation require that a well regulated system of internal im- 
provement be found and adopted by the Legislative wisdom of 
the State, that will keep pace with the increasing demands for 
the means of transportation. 

Beit therefore Resolved, for the purposes and with the view 
of reconciling conflicting opinions and concentrating the action 
of the whole people of the State upon some one general plan of 
internal improvement, that a committee of be appointed on 
the part of the Senate to act with a corresponding committee on 
the partof the House, to report to each House sucha system as 
in their opinion wiil best promote and subserve the interest of the 


State, with the ways and means of carrying such systems into 
successful operation. 


On motion of Mr. Eddy, the committee on Contingent Expen- 
Ses were instructed to make arrangements to pay the Post Master 
out of the contingent fund for the use of the Senate, the postage. 
on any and all newspapers and public documenis on which 
postage is required by law tobe pre-paid, which may be sent 
through the Post Office, by members of the Senate, during the 
extra session. 

Mr. Scott presented the petition of Richard Rains ; referred to 
the committee on private land claims. ' 

Mr. Hart introduced a bill for the relief of John White; read 
first time. j ' 

Mr. Dancy introduced a bill to authorize the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office to issue a patent for asurvey for George, 
Robinson, on Islands 3 and 4 in the Colorado river, in Matagorda 
County ; read first time. 

Mr. Grimes introduced a bill making farther provisions for the 


` ? 
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payment of the debt of the late Republie of Texas: read first 
time. , i 

Mr. Parker introduced a Joint Resolution for the relief of Wm, 
H. Kennedy ; read first time. ; 

Mr. Eddy moved to reconsider the vote which carried the 
motion, requiring the committee on Printing to contract for 15 
copies of each issue of the State Gazette and South Western 
American, for the nse of the Senate—carried, 

On motion of Afr. Eddy, the committee on Printing was in- 
structed to contract for 10 copies of each issue of the above 
named papers. 


ORDER OF THE DAY. 


Resolution relating to business of an Extra Session of the 
Legislature ; read. i 

Mr. Wilson moved that the resolution be indefinitely post. 
poned; upon which the yeas and nays were as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Amstrong, Bigelow, Dancy, Duggan, Ford, 
Grimes, Hart, Meusebach, Potter, Reaves, Truit and Wilson—12. 

Nays—Messrs. Bogart, Davis, Day, Eddy, Hill, Miller, 
Parker, Scott and Taylor—9; carried. 

Resolution for raising joint committee on Apportionment; read. 

Mr. Hill moved to amend the resolution by strikingout “thiee,” 
and inserting “five.” 

Mr. Scott offered the following as a substitute for the resolu- 
tion and the amendment. . 

That the committee on Apportionment, appointed on the partof 
ihe Senate, at its last regular session, be reappointed at this ses- 
Sion; rejected, 

Mr. Tayler offered the following as a substitute : 

Resolved, That the Senate will now proceed to the election 
of a committee of five of their number, to whom that portion of 
the Governor’s Message which relates to the Apportionment of 
the Senators and Representatives, among the several Counties, 
Shall be referreð ; adopted. oo: 

On motion of Mr. Hart, it was amended by striking out “Senate 
will now proceed to the election of,” and inserting “President 
appoint.” T i 
_ Mr. Miller moved to amend by striking out “five,” and insert- 
ing “six,” to be composed equally of members from each con- 
gtessional district; lost.. 

The resolution, as amended, was then adopted ; and the Presi- 
. dent appointed the following Senators on said committee : 

Messrs, Taylor, Armstrong, Potter, Bigelow and Miller. 


ta 
baw 


` on the committee ion ‘Public Debt: lost. i 
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Mr. Potter moved that he be excused, from serving dn said 
committee ; lost. í 

Mr. Bigelow moved that that portion of the Governor's Mes- 
Sage relating to frontier protection, be seferred tova special come: 
mittee of five;. carried. 

Messrs, Bigel ow, Hill, Bogart, wW ilson and Eddy; were ` 
appointed said “committee, x 

On motion of Mr. Bogart, that portion of the Governors 
Message relating. toPeter’s Colony was referred to the committee 
on the Judiciary. : Wy you 

Mr. Scott moved that that portion of the Governor’s -Message 
relating to |nternal Improvements, be relerred to the committee 
on Internal Improvements, and that that part relating to the sub- 


ject of the reserved five mioni; to the committee- on Public 
Debt; carried. 


On motion of Mr, Eddy, tiie committee on printing was required 
to have printed for the use of the Senate 100 copies of the Table 
showing the; number of whité ‘population and electors of the 
State of "Texas, according to the last: éetisuts returns, 

On motion of Mr, Taylor, the Secretary of the Senate was 


instructed to procure aroom for the qse of the committee on 
Apportionment. 


Besolntion relative to the ¢lassification of Senators, read, and, 
On motion: of Mr. Scott, referred to the, committes ‘on the - 
Judiciary. 


A bill to incor porate the Texas Orphan Asylum; read second 
time, and, 


- On motion of. Mr. Day, referred to the committee of Educa” “ " 


tion, ir 

Mr. Hill moved that he be excused from serving as chairman 

Joint Resolution proposing an dimendment to the Constitution 
of the State of Texas; réad second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. ‘Taylor, laid’ of the table, and 100: cope 
ordered to be printed. ` 

Me. Wilson offered the following Resolution : eo 


“Resolved, That the committee on Public Debt be requested’ 
to enquire into the expediency of providing for the prompt pay- 
mentof istclass.claims’ for services or supplies held by citizens 
of Texas, and now in the hands of original holders, and report 
by bill or otherwise.” 


Mj Bogart moved that the Senate adjourn until 2 o'clock P, 
oste 


`~ 


val 


On metion of Mr. Wilson, the Senate adjourned until 10 
gelock to-morrow morning, 
pine 


Co 
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Pripay., January 14, 1853. 


The Senate was called to order by the President, pursuant to 
adjournment. 7 i . ' 

SAN present; the Journal of yesterday was read awg 
adopted. , 

Mr Tenit presented the petition of Richard Hooper; referred 
toaselect committee composed of Messrs. Truit, Parker, Scott, 
Reaves and Bogart. E i EO E SE 

. Mr. Taylor presented the petition of Edward S. Napier: read 
, and referred to the committee on Internal Imprévemenits, 

Mr. Armstrong -presented, the petition of sundry citizens of 
the counties of McClennan-and Navarro, praying tlie creation 
of the eounty of Knox ; referred to the committee où Counties 

. and County Boundaries. . sei el 
Mr. Potter presented the petition of William J. Jones, 
, praying the renewal of the Charter incorporating the Galveston 
Steath Ferry, Freight and Tow-Boat Company ; approved March . 
a 1848 ; referred to the committee on Roads, Bridges and’ 
: Ferries, “eo i S 
s. Mr: Dancy presented the petition of Edward Manton; refer- 
i: ted-to the committee on State Affairs, together with the accom- 
panying documents. E ee) 
ı +: Mp Wilson! presented the petition of sundry citizens of Saluria; 
 Yelerred.¢o the: committee on Public Lands, % st 07 

Mn Eddy, from the committee on Printing, made the following 

< Teport: ` i: : tite 

The committee on Priiting have contracted with the proprie- 

| ots of the State Gazette, for ten copies of each issue of the Tri- 
Weekly, at five cents! per copy, in which paper will be published 
ithe Journals; and with the proprietors ef the Sduth Western 
«American, for ten copies of each issue of the Semi-weekly 
“American for each member of the Senate, at six cents per Copy, 
which paper will publish the Debates of the Senate. 

Mr, Miller offered the following resolution: ” 

“Resolved, ‘That the committee on Education be instructed to 
enquire intp the expediency and propriety of adopting at the 
present session a general system of free common schools, for the 

tate, and report by biil or otherwise.” 

t. Dancy offered the following resolution : : 


Resolved, ‘That the committee on the Judiciary be instructed 


to enquire into the expediency of amending the tax laws of this 
State, so as to make it lawful for the Assessors and Collectors to 
advertise, giving the taxable inhabitants of their respectiye coun- 
ties notice to meet them at certain times and places, and give in a 
list of their taxable property, and also to meet them at certain 
times and places for the purpose of paying taxes. l 
Mr. Davis offered the following resolution : 
_ftesolved, ‘het the pastors of the different religions deno- 


' minations in the city of Austin, be requested to make arrange- 


ments to givethe Senate morning prayers during the present 
session, and that the pay of Chaplain be equally divided amongst 
those Ministers who may perform the service. 


Mr. Armstrong introduced a bill to determine what lands are - 


forfeited. | 

A bill for the investigation and determination of eleven 
league land claims in Robertson and Burnet’s Colonies; anda 
bill changing the northern boundary, of Williamson county; 
which were severally read a first time. 

Mr. Hill introduced a bill for the relief of Alexander McKenzie; 
read first time. a 

Mr. Potter introduced a bill to facilitate the operations of per- 
sons engaged in the United States Coast Survey, in the State of 
‘Texas, under proper restrictions ; read first time. 

Mr. Davis introduced a bill to incorporate the Cold Spring 
Female Institute ; read first time. 

Mr. Duggan introduced a bill to prevent stallions from run- 
ning at large; read first time. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill to incorporate Tyler University; read second time, and 
on motion of Mr. Reaves, referred to the committee on Education. 
A vill making appropriations for the improvement of the rivers 
of the State; read second time, and, 
On motion of Mr, Davis, referred to the committee on Internal 
Improvement. J 
Resolution requesting the committee on Public Debt to enquire 
into the expediency of providing for the prompt payment of first 
class claims for services or supplies held by citizens of Texas, 
éc.; read and adopted. : 
Resolution for raising a joint committee on Internal Improve- 
ment; read, ` 
s òlr. Day offered the following amendment : 


a 


a 
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The negro, Harriet Newel Sands, immigrated to Texas in 1834, 
and has been here ever since, she was free in Michigau before 
she removed to Tegas, and wader our laws and Constitution has 
the right to remain in the country with her children unmolested, 
The committee therefore recommended the passage of the accom- 
panying bill, to secure her from the annoyance_of evil disposed 

GISONS. , ; 

À bill to permit Harriet Newell Sands and her children to 
remain in ‘Texas; read a first time. a 

Mr. Armstrong introduced the following bills, which were 
severally read a first time: 

A bill for the relief of John ©. Cuddel, Assessor and Collector 
of Bell county ; 

A bill granting one third league of land to William Windgate; 


and, 

A bill for the relief of Joab B. Harrell. 

Mr. Day introduced a bill fer the relief of William E. Howth ; 
read first time. 

Mr. Bogart introduced a bill supplementary to an act relating 
lauds in Peters’ Colony, approved February 10, 1852; read 
ist time, 

Mr. Potter introduced joint resolution proposing amendments 
tothe Constitution ; read first time. 

Mr, Eddy introduced a bill to establish a system of common 
schools; read first time. . 

On motion of Mr. Eddy, the rule requiring bills to be read en 
tiree several days was suspended ; read second time, and referred . 
to the committee on Education. , i 

On motion of Mr. Scott, one hundred copies of the bill were 
ordered to be printed. l 

Mr, Reaves introduced a bill to incorporate the ‘Texas central 
railroad company ; read first time, a 

Mr. Day introduced a bill to extend the provisions of an 
act to provide for ascertaining the debt of the late Republie of 
Texas, approved March 20, 1848; read first time. 

Mr, Parker offered the following resolution : i 

Resolved, That the committee on State Affairs be instructed 


lo inquire into the expediency of establishing a board of Medicai 
Çensors for this State, and report accordingly. 
ORDERS OF THE DAY. 
eport a bill 


Resolution instructing the Judiciary committee to re} 
to provide for the deductions fron the salaries of public rer 
Who may neglect the performance of their duties; read an 
adopted. : 
K i i 


$2 

Resolution for amending the 38th tule of the Senate reyd 
end rejected. 

Resolution instructing the committee on- Internal Improves ` 
ments, to report a system of railroad improvements for this. 
State; &e.; read, 

Mr. Potter moved to amend the resolution by striking ont “aly” 
after the word State; upon which the yeas and uays were as fol 
lows: 

Yuas—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Dancy, Day, Ford, Grimes, 
Miller, Parker, Potter, Troit aud Wilsan—tI1, 

Nays—Messrs, Armstroug, Burks, Davis, Duggan, Eddy, 
Hill, Mensebach, Reaves, Scoit and ‘Taylor—10; adopted. 

Mr. ‘Taylor moved to amend the resolution so as to read, that 
the committee on Internal Improvements he requested to take 
under consideration the propriety of reporting as early as conver 
nient, a system of railroad improvements for this State, 

Mr. Dancy offered the following as a substitute for the resolu 
tion and amendment: p 

Resolved, That the committee on Internal Improvements, 
enquire into the expediency of reporting a system of {ternal 
Improvements for the State, either by the State or by chartered 
companies; adopted. ' 

A bill forthe relief of Richard Hooper; read second time, ang 
rejected, ie 

The report of the committee on Private Land Claims, recom- 
mending that the petition of Richard Rins be referred to the 
commitice on Public Lands; read and adopted. 

A hill to protibit the selling to free persous of color, ardent 
Spirits or intoxicating liquors ; read second time, and, 

Ou motion of Mr. Davis, referred to the committee on State 
Affairs. i ; 

A bill to authorize parties to land suits, to allege and plead 
any matter of law or fact, that the Republic or State of Texas 
might do, or could have done, at the time the grant was made; 
read second time, and, 

Un motion of Mr. Reaves, referred to the committee on- the 
Judiciary. 

A bill supplementary to an act to incorporate the town of 
Jasper; read second time, and, ~ ~ 7 

On mation of Mr..Eddy, referred to the committee on Counties 
and county. Boundaries. 

_ A-bitl for the-relief of the heirs of Stacy Daily; read second 
Nines ands ; 

On motion of Mr. Truit, referred to the committee on Private 
Land Claims. 
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A bill to prohibit thé depositing of cotton seed outside of en- 
closures; read second time, and, : 
Ou motion of Mr. Day. referred foa Seleet committee : 
Messrs. Day, Truit, Burts, Scott and Buggar were appointed 
gid committee, s f 
A bill to amend the road law: read second time, and, 
On motion of Mr. Taylor, referred to the committee on Roads, 
Bridvés and Ferries. : 
A bill for the relief of the heirs of Eli W. Lawler: read second 
time, and, : i 
On motion of Mr. Armstrong, referred to the committee on 
Public Lands. f 
A bill to define the third Judicial District, and to fix the time 
‘of holding the courts therein; read second time, and, 
On motion of Mr. Hill, referred to the committee on the. 
Judiciary. 
A bill in relation to capital punishment: read second timè, and, 
i o motion of Mr. Bigelow, referred to the committee ow the 
udiciary, ' 
A bill to organize the 13ih Judicial District of the State of 
Texas; read second time, and, 
sOn motion of Mr. Hill, referred to the committee on the Judi- 
dary. a 
A bill to repeal a jaint resolution, for the pnnishmentof vagrants, 
approved, January 10, 1849; read second time, and, 
On motion of Mr. Bigelow, referred to the committes on the’ 
Judiciary. i 
A bill to define the 9th Judicial District, and fiz the time of 
holding the conrts therein; read second time, and, 
On motion of Mr. Hill, referred to the committee on the Judi- 
ciary, 
a bill te incorporate Woodlawn academy ; read' second time 
ana, ; É ‘ M 
On motion of Mr, Armstrong, referred to the cominittee on 


> 


Reation. vee 
‚Joint resolution fo provide for amending the 50th section of 


ne general provisions of the Constitution; read‘ secoud time, 
and, 
On motion of Mr. Bigelow, referred to the conmnitte-on State 
aiis, ce . 
Jonit resohtition iiistructiig our Senators, and: reinesting our 
Refitéstntatives: to urge upon the Congress of she United States 
certain propdsitions': read’ sevotid time, andy 


a 


&4 , 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, referred to the committee on State 
Affairs. 

Mr. Dancy offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on the Jndiciary enqnire into 
the expediency of passing alaw to be submitted to the péople, 
to prohibit the retailing of ardent spirits, to be drunk at the retai 
house, under appropriate penalties. 

On motion of Mr. Bigelow, the Senate adjourned until 10 
o'clock to-morrow morning. 


=e 


Austin, Tuesday, January 18, 1853. 


The Senate was called to order hy the President, pursnant to 
adjournm nt, Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Fontaine—roll ealled— 
quorum present. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr. Parker presented the petition of John W. King ; referred 
to the committee on Public Debt. 

Mr. Duggan presented the petition of John Reid, heir of 
Walker Reid; referred to the committee on Public Debt. ¢ 

Mr. Eddy, from the committee on Internal Improvements, to 
which was referred abill making appropriations for the improve- 
ment of the rivers of the State, reported the same back, and 
recommended its passage. 

Mr. Davis, from the committee on Internal Improvements, to 
which was referred the petition of Levi Jones; made the follow- 
ing report : 

The committee on Internal Improvement, to whom was’ refer- 
red the petition of Levi Jones, asking foi the amendment of the 
act incorporating the La Salle and Bl Paso railway compally, 
reported a bill supplementary to an act to establish the La Salle 
and iil Paso railway company ; read first time. 

Mr. Armstrong, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, ` 
to which was referred the petition of Richard Rains; reported— 

A bill requiring the Commissioners of the General Land 
Office to cancel patent 422, and to issue a certificate to Richard 
Rains for 640 acres land; read first time. 

Mr. Armstrong, from the same committee, to which was refet- 
red the petition of the citizens of Saluria, reported a bill for the 
relief of the proprietors of the town of Salnria; read first time 

Mr. Armstrong, from the committee on Public Lands, reported, 
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pack a hill to authorize Bartlett Sims to raise a location therein 
named, and locate the sawe Upon aby vacant land, aud recom: 
meuded ils passave. 

- Me. Armstrong. from the same committee, reported back a bill 
for the relief of the heirs of Bli W. Lawler, aud recommended 
its passage. A 

Mr. Reaves, from the committee on Education, to which was 
referred a bill to incorporate Tyler University, reported a sub- 
stitute therelor, and recommended its adoption and passage. 

Mr. Armstrong, from the committee on the Judiciary, to which 
was referred the petition of Mary Stevenson; reported, a bill to 
permit Mary Stevenson to adopt Nancy C. Harper as her heir; 
read tirst tiime. 

Mr. Armstrong from the committee on Counties and County 
Boundaries, to which was referred the petition of sundry citizens, 
asking the establishment of a new county reported, a bill to create 
the county of Knox; read first time, 

Mr. Hart, from the committee on Public Lands, to which was 
teferred the petition of F. Brichtar, reported that it is inexpedient 
to grant the prayer of the petitioner, and asked to be discharged 
from the Further consideration ı f the subject. 

Mr. Day, chairman of the Select committee, to which was 
referred a bill to prohibit the depositing of cotton seed ontside of 
enclosures, reported the same back, aud «recommended its 
passage, : 

Mr. Ford, chairman of the committee on the Militia, to which 
was referred the petition of David Cook, reported the same baek, 
and recommended that it be referred, together with the accom- 
paying papers, to the committee on Public Debt. Tx 

Mr. 'Vaylor, chairman of the commitiee on Private Land Claims, 
to which was referred, a bill for the relief of Alexander McKenzie, 
Teported the same back and recommended Its passage. 

Mr. Taylor, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, to whieh was referred the petition of Sarah Slay, reported 
-abill forthe relief of Sarah Slay; which was read a first time. 

Mr. Hill, chairman of the committee on Public Delt, made 
the following report : 

Commirres Room, Austin, January,18, 1853. 

The committee on the Public Debt, having had under con- 
sideration a bil] to be entitled “az act making further provision 
for the payment af the deht of the late Republic of Texas,” after 
giving the subject that consideration whieh its importance de- 
mands, believe thie bill should not become a law. Your commitlee 
ate of opinion that the law of the 20th March, 1848, for ascet- 
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taining the.debt of the late Republic of ‘Texas, was framed npon 
principles of justice and equity, and that when the State shall 
haye pad all that the late Repnblic ever received, with miteres 
mpon ji—she will baye discharged her whole duty to her eredi- 
hors. ‘The act of February, 1882, adoptiug the report of th 

Auditor and Comptroller, can he received in no other light, tha 

She adoption of this, as a setiled State policy, and the unanimity 
with which this law was passed byJhe Legislainre, is the best 
evidence of the approval and adaption by the people of the State, 
of the classification and payment directed, and your committee 
believe any departme from this sevled policy to be unwise ang 
punjyst to that portion af her creditors who have received pays 
ment on the basis fixed, and the adoption of the necessary laws 
for the payment of our whoje debt, at like rates, is an object 
worthy of the consideration of the Senate. 

- A majority of the comuuttee have therefore instructed me to 


report the bill hack 10 the Senate, and ask to be discharged from 
its further consideration. G. W. HILI; Chai:map. 


Saee 


Colony?’ have considered the subject, gud believe that all Legiss 
Jation had npon that subject, since the adoption of the ¢ ordinangel 
by the neaple of Texas, on the second Monday of Qet, 1845, 
has been contrary to the said ordinance, and the right of thespen: 
ple wenerally. Allclasses are more or less damaged in theirt 
tights by such legislaion, Inthe fall of 1835 the penple af 
Tegas published a declaration of theip intentions to resist the 
encroachments of the Mexican government, and invited citizens 
and soldiers to aid them, promising and pledging the public fath, 
to reward those whe might come topheip assistance, by giving 
them donations of land, of the vacant lands of the proving 
The old colonists who had not received their lands, and the pmi- 
grant soldier, were equally guaranteed their rights of selechug 
these lands upon any vacant landof Texas. The saldiers werg 
promised the right of locating their donation and other military 
grants upon any portion of the vacant lauds. AH persons ẹmi: 
grating previousto January, 1842, entitled to lands, were promise 

and seeured the right of an their granis npon any of the 
vacant lands. All publi? creditors were placed on that footing, 
the right of receiving their lands from any part of the public 
domain. It is not necessary to refer atihis time to legislation 
had previons to the adoption of the ordinance violative of the 
rights of the citizen soldiers and public creditors; but it is clear, 
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what was the intention of the people of Texas, in adopting the 
ordinanee that all legislation on the Colony con racts was prohi- 
bited thereafter The ordinauce declaring it as a helief that the 
Colony contracts were nneonstitutional atid vaid from the begin- 
ing, and that the citizen soldiers and creditors of Texas, had and 
have a clear and indisputable previonsly subsisting right to 
ocate their claims upoan any of the public domain attempted to be 
assgined to the coutractors. All general laws as well as said 
ordinance, Secured to, and vested in Said citizeu soldiers and ere. 
ditore the right to locate their claims on the vacant lands and puh- 
blie domain of the Republic of Tegas, earned by so much snf 
feriny, blord and treasure. Ll isthe opinion of the committee, 
that all laws passed sice the adoption of said ordinance by the 
people, limiting. curtailing, excluding, or interfering in aby way 
with the said rights of location aud survey, are destructive of pub- 
lie faith, partial and unjust in their effects, and nyconstitntional 
and void, and have operated to increase, if possible, the bonudless 
ctipidity of the contractors and insatiable desires af the colanists, 

The committee furthersay that the constitution and ordinance 
semed to the contractors, colunisis and State their respective 
nuhts, aud provided for the determination ‘of said rights, and 
that all laws modifying or altering said rights and meaner of 
their determination, are, in their results, infringements of vested 
tights generally. l 

The committee believe that it was the intention of the peap'e 
of Texas in adopling said ordinance, tn prevent further legisla- 
tion ia behalf of the contractors and colonists, and believing that 
all parties interested are disgatisfied with the canseqnences of 
Such legisla'jou, and have, in pan, repndiated such legislation, 
commend the abrogation of all laws passed since the adaption 
of the ordinance, in any way affecting Peters’ Colony. f 

The committee farther’say it is their belief that the Legisla- 
tnesof the State hive been misled in their action retpecting 


Peters’ Colony, hy misrepresention or mistake, and nrge the pro- 
ie same condition, as 


. 


prety of placing all parties interested in the san t 
nea as possible, which they were at the adoption of the ordi- 
hance, by the passage of an act repealing all laws pasted by the 

sgislature of the State of Texas relating to Peters’ Colony. 
A bill forcthar purpose is herewith submitted, and is offered as a 


Substitute fve ¢ sori iil. 
€ foe the original bill JAMES ARMSTRONG, 


` W. S. DAY, 3 
i Part of said committee. 


‘ A bill to repeal certain acts relating to lands in Peters’ Colony. 
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Mr. Reaves, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills 
reported as correctly, engrossed, a bill changing the nonhert 
boundary of Williamson county. 

Mr. Gray introduced a bill to amend an act ineorporating the ` 
Buffalo Bayou, Brazos and Colorado railway company; read 
first time. 

Mr. ‘Taylor introduced a bill to incorporate the Jefferson and 
Tyler Plank Road company; read first time. 

' Me. Bogart introduced a bill ta incorporate the town of Me- 
Kinney in Collin conuty ; read first time. : 

Mr. Taylor introduced a bill to incorporate the Jefferson and 
Western Plank Road company: read first ume. . 

Mr. Parker offered the fo lowing resolutions s 

Be il resolced, In consequence of the prevalence of the Small 
Pox in the city of Austin, and the vicinity thereof, with the cone 
currence of the House of Representatives, thatthe two Houses 
stand adjourned from, and after the 19th day of January insta to 
Meet again in the citywl Galveston, on the ist day of February 
next, to complete its deliberations at this extra sesston, 

Ou motion of Mr. Wilson, che rule requiring resolutions to 
lay on the table one day, was suspended, 

Me. Day offered the followitig as a substitute for the resolution: 

Resolved, ‘That a select comurttee be appointed, whose d ty 
it shall be to enquire as to the danger of Small Pox, said to be 
prevailing in this cny, and report’ the facts at as early a period 
as practicable; adopted, and Messrs. Hill, Taylor and Ford were 
appointed a commiittee, in accordance with the above resolution, 

Mr. Davis moved that a committee be appo nted ta ae 
the Capitol building—earried: and Messrs. Davis, Truit, Eddy, 
Burks aud Bigelow. were appointed said committee, 

On motion of Me. Taylor, joint resolution proposing an 
amendment tothe Constitution of the State of Texas, was taken 
from the table and placed among the orders of the day. 

Mr: Hill introdneed a bill to require the counties of Kanfman, 
Vanzandt aud Wood, to pay a portion of the old debt of Heuder- 
son county; read frst time. 


l ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A, bill tọ extend the provisions of an act to provide for ascet- 
taining the debt of the late Republic of Texas, approved March 
20th. 1848: read second time, and, on motion of Me. Day, 1% 
ferred to the committee on Public Debt. a 

Joint resolutivn, proposing amendments to the Constitution; 


89 


yead second time, and, an motion of Mr. Potter, referred to the 
committee on Internal linprovements, . 

A message was received from the Hanse, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed a hilt concerning certain lands im 
Austin’s second Colony, and the Colony of Austin and Williams: 
which was read a second time, i 
. À bil to permit Harriet Newell Sands and her children to re 
mainin Texas: read aecond time. 

Mr. Day moved to amend, by inserting, after the word “reside,” 
the words “in the connty of Fayette’—carried. 

The bill was then rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Bigelow, the vate whieh rejected a hill for 
the relief of Richard Hooper, was reconsidered, aud bill laid om 
the table. : . 

Joint resolution providing for the removal of the remnins of 
the late Stephen P. Anstin, for interment in the State burial 
ground at the city of Austin ; read second time and ordered to 
be engrossed. 

A bill forthe relief of John White; read second time and 
ordered to be engrossed 

Joint resolution for the relief of William H. Keunedy: read 
econd time and rejected, . 

Mr. Bigelow moved io reconsider the vote jnst taken—last, 

The repart of the commiriee on Internal improvements, on 
the memorial of Edward S. Napier: read, an, on motion of Mr, 
Dancy, the report aud petition were referred to the committee on 
Luterval Tinprovements. 

A bill for the relief of Jim Shawya Delaware Indian; read 
~ -&eond time and ordered to be engrossed. oak 

Joint resoiution proposing an amendment to the Constitution 
of the State of Texas: read seeaud time, 

à On motion of Me, Wilson, the resolution was amended by 
ariking ont the fifth section. ; 

Mr. Hart moved to amend by striking ont the third section. 

On motion of Mr. Ford, the.resolution and amendment were 
referred to the committee on Education, ; 

A bill forthe relief of Wm. E. Howth ; read second time, and, 
n motion of Mr, Day, referred to the committee on Publie Debt, 

Resolution of the Senate. instructing the committee on State 

airs, in relation to establishing a board of Medical Payette 
“i mi the question being. laken thereon, was decided to have 
Deen lost, . : 

A division of the Senate was then called for, by Senator Hil, 

Who arose tọ debate the resolution. 


20 
+ The Presidentdecidedthat debate og the resslution was oyt 

of order, on a question of a division of the Honse, . 

- Mr. Hill appealed from ‘the decision of the chair: and the 
questions being taken thereon, the decision of the President was 
eustained. fe. da 

A bill ¿or the reliefof John C. Caddels read second time, and, 
on motion of Ms. Tay'or, relerred to the committee on Finance, 


Resolution of the Senate. requiring the committee on the- 


Judiciary to inquire into the expediency of passing a law to be 
submitted to the people to prohibit the retailing of ardent spirits, 
Ge.— read, > i 

Mr, Wilsan moved to-amend the resolution, by striking ont 
Judiciary,” and inserting “Luternal Improvements”—lost. ‘The 
resolutioun was then adopted, 

A bill changing the northern boundary of Wiliiamson county; 
fend third lime and passed. 

A bill ta incorporate the Texas Central Railroad company; 
read second tine, and, on motion of Mr. Reaves, referred to the 
commilies mi Internal ladrovements. 

A biH supplementary to an act relating to lands in Peers 
Colony; read second time, and, on motion af Mr. Bugart, refer- 
red to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill granting one third leagne of land to William Windgate ; 
read second time, and referred io the committee ow Public Lands, 

A bill for the relief of Joab B. Harrell ; reutl second time, aud 
referred to the committee on Finance. 

On motion of Mr. Day, the Senate adjourned until 10 o'clock 
(Oo-morrow morning. , °°? 


\ 


Wepwesvay, Januaty 19, 1852, 


The Senate was called to order by the President, prrsnant te 
ddjournment— Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Fontaine roll ealled— 
quorn present. 

" The Journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Me. Day presented the petition of G. W. Crawford referred 
to the committee on Public Debt, 

Mr. Ford presented the petition of the heirs of J. F. Ailes, 
deceased ; referred to the committee on Pablie Debt. 


=) 


Mr. Gray, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, made 
the following report : l 


The committes on the Judiciary have considered the resolution 
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aasaran $a mundo indeed ethane Lise adap AN tanh tatiana aca 


-< 


al a” 

relative to the classification of the Senators, The Constitution 
requires this to be dove, aud makes uo exception in ease of a wew 
apportionment, although in such case it would seem. practically 
unecessary. At The last session this was ountted by the Senate, 
under the belief that an apportionment law would ‘he passed, 
and the omission bas been assigned as a cause for the call of 
this Bxeentive session, 

“The eaflmittee have no apprehension that a similar case will 
oceur in regard to an apportioninent bill: but from abundant 
caution, recultmend that the Senate adopt the resolution amended, 

P.W. GRAY, Chatrman. 


Resolved, That the Senate proceed to divide its members by 
lot, iuto two classes forthwith.” i 

Mr. Gray, from the same enmmittee, reported -Macka bili to 
Tepeal a joint resolution for the pimishment of vagranis, approved 
January 10, 1839, ane recommended its prsspge, i 

Mr. Gray, from the same cammitiee, reported barka hil! in 
gelation to eapial pugsishajent, and recommended is passage 
With the following amendmept—yvig: sirike out punishment,” 
And insert Spardops,” - , 

Mr. Miller, from the cammiitee on the Judiciary, made the 
following repars PO 

The counties on the Judiciary to whieh was referred a yesa- 
lation structing your cominilies £6 ehqnite inte Ihe exy edierey 
of ameuduig (he fax Jaws of whe Siale, so as to make R lawful 
for Assessops and Collectors to advertise, giving the taxable ine 
habitants of their respective counties Ratice io meet them af 
Certiin times aud places, and give in a list of their taxable prope 
erly, &e have had the sume under consideration, sud unani 
mousiy insist me to report that they deem the proposed 
amendment inegpedient. The law proposed was ones tried by 
the Republic of Texas, and fonnd to be nucongenial with ihe 
habits and genius of onr citizens, who rather pay the officers Im 
the share of commissions, and canseqneptly increased taxation, 
to attend them, than to be compelled to attend the officer, all of 
Which is respectfully submitted. z : 

Mr, Miller, frouy the committee on Ednentinn, fo whieh was 
referred a hilf to incorporate Woodlawn Academy, reported the 
Same back to the Senate, and rerammended its passage. i 
. Mr. Reaves, from the eonmiitee on kidneation, reported balk 8 
bill to incorporate the Cold Spring Female fustiinie, and reçome 


mended jts passage with thẹ flowing amendment: sinke eug, 


the 8th section, i 
Mr. Bogart, chairman of the committee on Counties and 


& 
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County Boundaries, reported hack a bill supplemeritary to an act. 
tO incorporate the town of Jasper, and recommended its passage, 

Mr. Wilson, from the committee on the Judiciary, reported 
‘back a bill to incorporate the town of Seguin, and’ recommend: 
ed its passage i 

Mr. Armstrong, from the committee on the Judiciary, to which 
was referred a bill to prevent stallions from unnig at lar ê, 
reported it back, and recommended that it be laid on the table; 

Me. Davis, chairmai of the committee on State Affairs, to 
‘Which was referred a bill to facilitate the operations of persans 
engaged inthe United States Coast Survey, in the State of 
Texas, under proper restrictions, reported the same back, and 
recommended its passage, ; 

Mr. Armstrong, from the committee on the Judiciary, made 
the fallowiug report : 

The couméittee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the 
petition of Ervin M. Wilder, have considered the same, and 
believe that any law that could he passed in compliance with 
said petition, would, in all probability, conflict with private rights, 
and cannot recommended it tothe favorable consideration of the 
Senate, and request that it be laid on the table, ; 

Me. Armstroug, from the committee an the Judiciary, reported 
back to the Senate a bill supplementary to wi act regulating fees 
of office, and recommend its passage, 

Me. Duggan, from the comunitee on Education, to whieh was 
referred a bill to incorporate the Texas Orphan Asylum ; reported 
a substitute therefor, and recommended its adoption and passage. 

Me. "Teruit, chairman of the comnutee on Roads, Bridges and 
Ferries, to which was referred the petition of Wm. J. Jones, 
reported the following bill: 


A bill to incorporate the Galveston Steam Ferry, Freight and 
Tow Boat company ; read first time, 


Mr. ‘Taylor made the following report : 

The committee whase duty, under resolution of the Senate, it 
was to report a bill appnrtioning the Senators and Representa. 
tives among the several counties, have found it very difficult to 
frame a hill in accordance with the Constimtion; this ‘being 
almost, if not entirely it possible, from the formation of so many 
new connties, and the variahleness of their population ; the com- 
mittee do not pretend to say that they have in all cases been able 
to fulfil the-requirements of the Constitution °s respects the old” 
aud new counties, they have however endeavored in all cases to», 
make the representation as eqnal as the circumstances woul 
permit. That inequalities do exist iu the bill which we ‘here- 
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with submit, for the consideration of the Senate, we admit: and 
, atthe same time deny, that a bill equal in all its bearings ean be 
made; we hope, however, that the Senate may be able to remove 
many inequalities which the committee were not able to do, all of 
~ which is respectlully submitted, 
M. D. K. TAYLOR, Chairman. 

A bill to apportion the Senators and Representatives of the 
Legislature among the sevepal counties of the State; read first 
ime. 

Mr, Wilson, from the committee on the Judiciary, made the 
following report ; 

The committee on the Judiciary have considered a bill con- 
cerning proceedings in county courts, pertaining to estates of 
deceased persons, and find the same to relate exclusively to fees 
of office. The committee are of opinion that the passage rf the 
bill isentirely unnecessary, and they refer fo section 1379, Hart, 
Dig, where full provision is made for the protection of the 
oficers, sought to be benefitted by the passage of said bill: Tam 

‘ therefore instructed to report said bill back to the Senate, and 
recommend that it be indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. Reaves presented the petition of David O. Norton, and 
others; referred to the committee on the Militia, 

Mr. Hill offered the following resolution : 

- Resolved, That the Commissioner of the Géneral Land 
Office be requested to furnish the Senate with a plat or map 
showing the boundaries and relative position of Austin’s, second 
colony, the colony of Austin aud William’s, and De Witt’s colony; 
also, the variations, if any, in the boundaries of Robertson's or 
the Nashville colony, from these of the colony of Austin and 
Williams, accompanied by notes explanatory thereof. 

_ On motion of Mr, Wilson, the rule was suspended and resolu- 
tion adopted, 

Mr. Scott offered the following resolution : 

, Resolved, That the Judiciary committee be requested to con- 
sider the propriety of. amending the amendments to the constitu- 
tion, saas to grant power or authority to the Governor of the 
State to fill any vacancy in the office of District Judge that may: 
occur by death or resignation, by appointment, until an election 
may be held and the officer elected and qualified, and report by 
bill or otherwise. ere: 

And also to provide by law for a special presiding Judge, for 
the trial of any case wherein the district judge is for any cause 
disqualified, and where one of the parties in the case ct suit 
does fail or refuse to select a special judge for such purpose. 

Ci 
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Ga mation of Me. Taylor, the rule was suspended and resolts 
tlon adupted. a 

Wir. Gray introduced a bill esncerning writs of error : and, 

A bill ty amend the 34th and 64th section of an act to organig 
Justices’ couris and to define the powers avd jurisdiction of the 


` game; approved March 20, 1848; which were read a first time, 


SS 


Mr. Grunes mtroduced a bill to encourage the coustiuciian of 
telegraphic wires from the Atlantic to the Pacifie coast; read 
first time. 

On mation of Mr. Scott, the bill to apportion the Senators and 
Representatives of the Legislature, among the several counties of 
the State was ordered to be printed. l 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The report of the committee on Public Debt on a bill making 
further provisions for the payment of the debt of the late Repub. 


clic of Texas, asking to be discharged from its further considera. 


tion; was read, and Me. Dancy moved to lay the report on the 
table—lost, 

The report was then adopted by the foliowing vote: 

Yreas—Messrs, Armstrong, Bogart, Burks, Dancy, Davis, 
Duggan, Eddy, Gray, Hill, Mensebach, Miller, Parker, Reaves, 
Scott, Taylor, Trut aud Wilson— 17. : 

Nays—Messrs. Bigelow, Day, Ford. Grimes and Potter—5, 

On motion of Mr. Hill the bill vas then indefinitely postponed, 

A message was received from the House informing the Senate 
that the House had passed the following bills—viz : 

A bill to authorize the county court of Comal county, to levy 
and collect a special tag ; i 

A bill snpplementary to an act to establish and incorporate the 
Marshall Uaiversity,“and to change the name thereof to Vau Zandt 
College ; % : 

A bit] repealing the 2nd section of an act passed on the 10th | 
day of February, 1852, changing the names of Antoinette Scott 
and Sidney Way, to that of Deverenx ; and, 

A bill to creais the county of Madison. ? 

Mr. Armstrong moved to reconsider the vote which refused 
to reconsider the vote which rejected joint resolution for the 
reliefof William H. Kinney. The President decided the motion 
out of order, es 

Mr. Wilson mnved to reconsider the vote which. rejected the 
ne permit Harriet Newell Sands and her children’ to remain 
imn ‘Texas, 


On motion of Mr. Taylor, the motion was laid’on the table. 


t 


. 
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Mr. Reaves, chairman of the cmmmiftee en engrassed bills, 
reported, as correctly-engrossd, the following bills—-vig:, 

A bill for the relief of John. White: f 2 

A bill for the relief of Jim Shaw, a Delaware fndian: and 

A joint resolution providing for the removal of the remains of 
the late Stephen F. Austin, for interment in the State burial 

round at the city of Austin. 

A bill concerning certain landsin Austin’s second ealony, and 
the colony of Austin and Williams: read second time, and on 
motion of Mr. Dancy, referred to the committee on the Jndiciary. 

A bill to incorporate the Jefferson and Western Plauk Road 
company; read second time; and on motion of Me. Taylor, 
referred to the committee on Internal Improvements. 

-Abill to incorporate the Jeferson and Tyler Pland Road, 
company; read second time, and on motion of Mr. Taylor, 
referred to the committee on Internal Improvements, 

A bill*to amend an act incorporating the Buffalo Bayou, Brazos. 
and Colorado Railway company; read second time, and on 
motion of Mr. Gray, referred to the committee on internal Fme 
provements, 

Mr. Miller moved to suspend the rule which prohibits the 
Tetonsideration of a vote to reconsider, 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, the Senate adjourned until 19 
O'clock to-morrow morning. 


Twurspay, January 20, 1853, 


The Senate was called to order by the President, pursant to 
adjoutument—Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Fontaine—yoll called 
quorum present, Q 

The Journal of yesterday was read and adopted, i 

Mr. Williams presented the petition of George W. Wright; 
telerred to the committee on Glaims and Accounts. 

Mr. Eddy, fromthe committee on Internal Improvements, report- 
ed back a bill to amend an act incorporating the Buffalo Bayon, 
Brazas and Colorado Railway company, with amendments, and 
recommended their adoption and the passage ef the bill. 

Mr. ‘Truit, chairman of the committee on Roads, Bridges and 
Ferries, to which. were referred a bill to incorporate the Trinity 

arnpike, company, and a bill to amend the road law, report- 
ed the same back, and recommended their passage. d 

Mr, Taylor. chairmen of the - comuiiitee on Private Lan 
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Claims, reported hack a bill forthe relief of the heirs of Stacy 
Daily, and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Wilson introduced a bill to incorporate the city of Tadig 
mola; read first time. 

Mr, Grimes introduced a bill for the relief of the heirs of 
Mathew Burnet ; read first time. 

Mr, Scott introduced a bill to authorize Silas M. Grace to adopt 
John Cotton, Elizabeth Cotton and Thomas Cotton as his lawíul 
heirs; read fest time. 

Mr. Taylor introdneed a bill to incorporate the town. of 
Mount Pleasant: read first time, 

Mr. Armstrong introduced a bill to amend an act to regulate 
proceedings inthe district courts ; read first time, 
o» Mrs Meitsebach presented the petition of F. Giraud, referred to 
the committee on Finance. 

Mr. Hill offered the following preamble and resolution: 
WHEREAS, many measntesof much magnitude and importance 

relative to the adoption of a general saytem of Internal im 
provements by the construction of railroads and the improve- 
ments of our rivers; the adoption of some general system of 
Banking, and any others, have been bought before them 
present Legislation, and whereas, from various considerations it 
is deemed inexpedient to extend the present extraordinary 
session, the time that necessarily willbe required for that 
full, calm and deliberate consideration and action which the 
importance of these various ‘mesures demand, before being 
incorporated as a part of the policy of the State. And where- 
as, we further believe that the interests of the’ State will not 
materially suffer by the people of the State reflecting upon 
and freely discussing these subjects, up to the tine of the next 
general election. 

Therefore, resolved, Vhatit isthe sense of the Senate that we 
now take up the hill to apportion the Senators and Representa- 
tives of the Legislature among the several counties of the State, 
and that this subject, in addition to the classification of this body 
and Such approprivtions as may be necessary to pay the expenses 
of the present session, be the only business entertained by the 
Senate during, the present session, unless by a vote of four filths 
of the members present. 

Mr. Gray made the following report : 

The committe on the Judiciary have considered a bill con- 
cerning offences committed by negroes.” It is substantially the 
same bill recommended by the committee and passed by the 
Senate at the regular session. Asa basis for a criminal code for 


£ 
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negraes, the committee recommend it, though fully aware that it 
iş imperfect in detail. ‘The necessity for some measure of the 
kind is so imperative that we deem it far better to secure an im- 
afect law which may be amended, than to incur the evils 
resulting from having none. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


Thesubject before the Senate on its adjournment was the 
motion of Mr. Miller, to suspend the rule which prohibits the 
consideration of a vote to reconsider; which motion was lost, 

Mr. Bigelow presented the petition of suudry citizens of 
Brownsville, praying fora charter ‘for a railroad; referred to the 
committee on Internal Improvements. . 

Me. Dancy introduced a joint resolution relating to the action 
of the United States Congress with regard to the reserved five 
millions of United States bonds and the ‘Texas debt; read first 
time oe 

The report of the committee on Public Lands, offering a sub- 
situte for a bill to repea! an act relating to lands in Peters’ Colony, 
was read, and on motion of Mr. Grimes, the report was laid upon 


the table. 
On motion of Mr. Wilson, the Senate adjourned until 3 o'clock _ 


PM. ; . 
Taree O'crocg, P. M. 


Senate met—rol! called—quorum present, 
The qnestion before the Senate was on the adoption of the 
substitute offered by the committee on Publie Lands, for a bill to 


repeal an act relating to lands in Peters’ Colony, ` 
On motion of Mr, Bogart, the Senate adjourned until 10 o'clock 


to-morrow morning, 


Ç 
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Frrpay, January 21, 1853. 


The Senate was called to order by the President pro fem; 
pürsuant to adjournment—prayer by the Rev. Mr. Sheehan— 
toll called— quorum present. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr. Grimes presented the petition of C. B. Stewart, on behalf 
of the owners of Calvin Lynch's third league of land; referred 
to thereommittee on Public Lands. oa 

Mr. Hart presented the petition of A. Morgan ; referred to the 
Committee on Claims and Accounts. 

L 
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Mr. Gray presented the petition of Jesse White: referred to 
the committee on Claims and Accounts. f . 


Mr. Wilson presented the petition of Wm. Pelham, John W, 
Phillips and S. A. J. Haynie, Trustees of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church, in the city of Austin; referted to the committee on 
Finance. . 

Mr. Taylor made the following report : 


Your committee on Private Land Claims have had under con. 
sideration a bill granting one-third of a’league of land to Wm, 
Windgate, and have instructed me to report back the bill ang 
ask to be discharged from the further consideration of the 
same; and further to recommend to the Senate that no action be 


taken at this extra session, upon any private claims; all of which 
is respectfully submitted, 


Mr. Gray made the following report: 


The committee on the Judiciary have considered a bill sup 
plementary to an act concerning crimes and punishments, ap- 
proved March 20, 1848, and find it to be the same Dill which 
was recommended by the committee and passed by the Senate at 
the regular session, ‘The committee have made a few ameni 


ments and modifications which appeared desirable, and again 
recommend the passage of the bill. 


Mr. Wilson introduced a bill to incorporate the Colorada Valley . 


Railroad company; read first time. 


On motion of Mr. Wilson, the rule was suspended ; bill read 
second time, and referred to the committee on Internal Improve, 
ments, 

Mr. Dancy introduced a bill supplementary to an act to incor 
porate the Texas Monumental committee ; read first time. 

Mr. Armstrong introduced a bill to prescribe the manner M 
which the Governor shall issue his proclamations; read fist 
time, - ` 

Mr. Day introduced a bill to authorize the county courts to levy 
a tax for the benefit of Railroads; read first time. 

Mr. Meusebach introduced a bill to extend the provisions of 
an act supplementary to an act to secure to the German Emi 
gration company and their colonists the lands to which they ae 
entitled, and to adjust the liabilities of said company ; approved 
December-2, 1850; read first time. 


Me, Hill introduced a bill for the relief John Conner, a Dela- 
ware chief: read first time. >° 


Mr. Bigelow introduced a bill to ‘ereate the sixth Military 
Division ; read first time. 


WTR DO TOOTS 
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Mr. Duggan introduced a bill to incorporate the San Marcos 
Bridge company ; read first time, . . 

Mr. Miller introduced a bill to provide for the eancellation of 
atents; read first time. : 

Mr. Gray introduced a bill to amend the 130th and 13ist seg- 
tions of an act to regulate proceedings in the district courts, 
approved May 13, 1846; read first time. 

Mr, Gray introduced a bill supplementary toan act creating 
the Brazos Plank Road company ; read first time. 

Mr. Williams introduced a bill for the relief of Wyatt W. 
Kennedy ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Gray, the report of the committee on Inter- 
nal Improvements on a bill toamend an act incorporating the 
Buffalo Bayou, Brazos and Colorado Railway company, offering 
amendments thereto, was taken up, amendments adopted, and 
bill ordered to be engrossed, : 

On motion of Mr. Gray, the rule was suspended, bill read’ 
third time and passed by the following vote : : 

Yeas—Messts. Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Burks, Dancy, 
Davis, Day, Ford, Gray, Grimes, Hart, Hill, Meusebach, Miller, 
Parker, Potter, Reaves, Scott, Truit, Williams and Wilson—21. 

Nays—Mr. Taylor—l. z 

On motion of Mr. Armstrong, the report of the committee on 
Public Lands on the petition of Francis Brichtar, was taken up, 
aud the report and petition referred to the committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The question betore the Senate on its last adjournment being 
on the adoption of the substitute offered by the committee on 
Public Lands, for a bill to repeal an act relating to lands in 
Peters’ colony, was again resumed. : f 

Mr, Truis moved to postpone the further consideration of the 
subject until Tuesday next—lost, by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Dancy, Ford, Hill, Meuse- 
bach, Trrit and Williams—8. 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Burks, Davis, Day, Duggan, Eddy, 
a Grimes, Hart, Miller, Parker, Potter, Reaves, Scott and 

iSon—1 5, 

The yeas and ‘nays were then called on the adoption of the 
substitute and were as follows: l ; : 

Yeas—Messrs, Armstrong, Day, Duggan, Eddy, Ford, 
Grimes, Parker, Scott, Reaves, Taylor and Wilson—I1, 

Navs—Messrs. Bigelow, a Barks, Daney, Davis, Gray, 


a 
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Hart, Hill, Meusebach, Miller, Potter, Truit and Williame—13. 
rejected. : 

Mr. Eddy offered the following amendment : l 

Suc. 2.—Be it further enacted, ‘hat this act shall take effect 
from and after its passage; adopted. 

Mr. Hill offered the following amendment to come in after tho 
word “repealed,” at the end of Ist section : 

Aud the agent or trustees of the Texas Emigration and Land 
company may locate and have surveyed, on any of the vacant 
lands of the State, the certificates for the 1700 sections of land 
for 640 acres each, issued by the commissioner of the General 
Land Office under the provisions of the act hereby repealed, and 
patents shall issue for the same in like manner, as prévided by 
law for locating, surveying rnd patenting other claims against 
the State for lands; rejected by the following vote: 

Yeas— Messrs. Bogart, Hart, Hill, Meusebach and Wilson—b. 

Nayvs— Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Burks, Dancy, Davis, 
Day, Duggan, Eddy, Ford, Gray, Grimes, Miller, Parker, Potter, 
Reaves, Scott, Taylor, Truit and Williams—19. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed by the following 
vote : 

Yeas—Messrs, Armstrong, Burks, Dancy, Davis, Duggan, 
Eddy, Ford, Hill, Parker, Reaves, Scott, Taylor and Truit--13, 

Nays— Messrs. Bigelow. Bogart, Day, Gray, Grimes, Hart, 
Meusebach, Miller, Potter, Williams and Wilson—i1. 

n ga motion of Mr. Taylor, the Senate adjourned until 3 o’clock 
o Meo 


o 


Taree O’ctoce P. M 

Senate met~—roll called —quorum present. 

Ou motion of Mr, Duggan, the report of the committee on the 
Judiciary on resolution to provide for classification of Senators, 
offering a resolution that the Senate do divide its members by lot 
into two classes forthwith, was taken up, read and adopted. 

The Senate proceeded to its classification, which resulted as 
follows : 

First class, were Senators Bogart, Burks, Dancy, Day, Doane, 
Duggan, Eddy, Gray, Grimes, Hart, Hill, Mensebach and Wilson. 
Second class, were Senators Armstrong, Bigelow, Davis, Ford,. 
Kinney, Miller, Parker, Potter, Reaves, Scott, Taylor, Vruitand 

Williams, X 

A bill making appropriations for the improvement of the 
rivers of the State; read. 

Mr. Hill offered the following amendmert te come in at the 
end of 2nd clause of ist section : 
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Provided, "That one half of the sum hereby appropriated to 
the Trinity river, sha!] be expended in the improvement of said 
iver above Magnolia and the other half below Magnolia; adopt- 
ed by the following vote : 

Ysas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Burks, Ford, 
Gray, Grimes, Hart, Hill, Scott, Taylor, Williams and Wilson 
—13. 

Nays—Messrs. Dancy, Davis, Day, Duggan, Meusebach, 
‘Miller, Parker, Potter and Trnit—9. 

Mr, Wilson moved to reconsider the vote just taken. 

On motion of Mr. Miller, the Senate adjourned until 9 o'clock 
tomorrow morning. 


== 


Savurpay, January 22, 1853. 


The Senate was called to order by the President, pursuant to 
adjourument—no quorum, Absent, Messrs, Armstrong, Burks, 
Dancy, Ford, Gray, Hart, Hill, Meusebach, Williams and Wilson, 
Sergeant-at-Arms was despatched after absent members—afier 
some lime a quorum being present, the Journal of yesterday was 
Yead and adopted. - 

Mr. Potter presented the petition of sundry citizens, praying 
for donation to aid the Ursuline Convent school; referred to 
the committee ou Education, 

Mr. Day presented the petition of sundry citizens of Austin, 
Gtimes and Harris counties, praying the organization of a new 
connty tobe called Groce; referred to the commnittes on Counties 
aid County Boundaries, 

Mr, Reaves, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 


Tenorted a bill to amend an act to incorporate the Buffalo Bayou, 


Brazos and Colorado Rrailway company, correctly engrossed. 
Mr, Grimes, from the committee on Public Debt, to which 
Was relerred a resolution requesting said committee to enquire 
into the expediency of providing for the prompt payment of first 
‘class claims, é<., reported a bill to provide for the payment of 
that part of the Public Debt held by citizens of Texas; which 
Was read a first time, af : 
Mr, Wilson, from the committee on the Judiciary, to which 
Was referred a bill concerning certain lands in Austin’s Second 
colony, and the colony of Austin aud Williams, reported the 


same back and recommended its passage, with the following 
amendments: after the word “exist,” in the 4th line of Ist sec- 
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tion, ingert the words “below the toad known as the upper road 
from Begar te Nacogdoches.” 

On metion of Mr. Dancy, the rule was suspended and report 
taken up, read and adopted. 

Mr. ‘Faylor offered the following amendment, to come in after 
the word “assigus” in second section : 

Provided, ‘That the provisions of this act shall not be so con- 
strued as to apply t3 any grant fora greatet amount of land than 
one league and one labor, made te colonists as their head right 
claims; adopted. 

Me. Scott offered the following amendment : 

Strike out all of 2nd section to the word “assigns,” and insert 
“that the said titles emanating from surveys made by virtue of 
colony grants of said colony, shall be as good and binding as 
though they were made within said colony ;” rejected by the 
following vote: i l 

Y ras—Messrs, Armstrong, Burks, Eddy, Hill, Miller, Parker, 
Reaves, Scott, Taylor, Fruit and Williams—It. 

Nars—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Dancy, Davis, Day, Duggan, 
Ford, Gray, Grimes, Hart, Kinney, Potter and Wilson—13, 

Mr. Grimes moved to strike out the 2ad section; carried by 
the following vote: 

Yuas—Messrs, Armstrong, Burks, Eddy, Gray, Grimes, Hart, 
a Miller; Parker, Reaves, Scott, Taylor, Fruit and Williams 
-l4 

Navs—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Daney, Davis, Day, Dag 
gan, Ford, Kinney, Potter and Witson—10. ` 

Mr. Gray offered the following amendment:  - 

Strike out all after the enacting clause, and insert— i 

Section 1.—All grants made by commissioners of Austin’s 
second colony of Austin and Williams’ colony, and lying ina 
triangular tract of country, sontl of the upper road from Bexar 
to Nacagdoches and between lines drawn north-east and north 
west, from the western source of the La Vaca river tø said road, 
be and ave hereby declared to be as valid as if situated within 
the undoubted limits of said colonies, and the State hereby Te- 
leases her elaims to the same, and this act shall take effect im 
mediately; adopted by the following vote; 

Yeas—Messrs, Bigelow, Bogart, Daney, Davis, Day, Duggath 
Eddy, Ford, Gray, Grimes, Kinney, Measebach, Potter, Truit, 
Williams and Wilson—t6. g 

Navs-—Messss, Armstrong, Burks, Hart, Hill, Miller, Parker, 
Reaves, Scott and Faylor—-9. 

Mr. Miller thoved to amend the bill by striking out the words 
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tand the State hereby releases her elaim to the same ;” rejected 
by the following vate : 

Yras—Messrs. Armstrong, Burks, Grimey, Hill, Miller, 
Parker, Reaves, Scott, Taylor, Trait and Williams—1 2. 

Nays— Messrs, Bigelow, Bogart, Dancy, Davis, Day, Duggan, 
Ford, Gray, Kinney, Meusebach, Potter and Wilsoi—12. 

Mr, Hull offered the following amendment : 


Provided, That the provisions of this’act shall not he so 
‘eonstrned as to apply to any grant for a greater amount of land 
than one league and one labor, nor to any others than those made 
to colonists for their head rights or for premium lands to the em: 
presario ; adopted, and 

Bill passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed by the following vate: ; 

Yzas—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Dancy, Davis, Day, Dnggan, - 
Ford, Gray, Grimes, Kinney, Meusebach, Potter, ‘Trait, Williams 
and Wilson—1L5. l 

Nayvs—Messrs. Armstrong, Burks, Hart, Hill, Miler, Parker, 
Reaves, Scott and Taylor—9. 

Mr. Wilson made the following report : 

The Select committee, to which was referred so much of the 
Governor's Message as relates to the protection of the frontier, 
and the employment of three companies of Rangers, report as 
the result of their deliberations, the accompanying bill and 
recommend its passage : 
`A bill making an appropriation to defray the expenses of 
Volunteers called into the service of the State for the protection 
of the frontier; read first time. 

Mr. Gray made the following repart: ; 

The committee cn the Judiciary have considered a bill to 
authorize parties to land suits to allege and plead any matter of 
law or faet, that the Republic or State of Texas might do, oF 
coid have’ done at thetime the grant was made, and a majo- 
rity of the committee direct me to report adversely to the same. 
The principle of the bill is deemed impolitic, as likely fo promote 
litigation and controversy coucerning the land titles of the coun- 
tty, and also improper, as vesting individuals who may be inter- 
ested adversely to land titles granted by the government, with the 
power of the State to investigate and forfeit such titles. | if any 
thing should be done on the subject, it appears to a majority of 
the committee that the State should retain full control and 

irection of the mode and manner in which it is done by the 
collstituted officers, under a forfeiture law properly digested and 
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fully guarding the equitable rights of settlers and others to be 
affected thereby, as also the rights of the State in the land which 
may be forfeitedy, 


With these views, the bill is returned to the Senate, with the - 


recommendation that it be indefinitely postponed. 

Messrs, Reaves and Armstrong gave notice that they woutd 
make a counter report. mo, l 

A message was received from the House informing the Senate 
that the House had passed a bill to apportion the Senators and 
Representatives of the legislature among the several counties 
of the State according to the requirements of the constitution. 

On motion of Mr. Miller, the Senate adjourned until 3 o'clock 
P. M. 

. Turse O’crock, P. M. 

Senate met—roll called—quorum present, 

On motion of Mr. Duggan, a dill to apportion the Senators 
and Representatives of the Legislature among the several coun- 
ties of the State according to the requirements of the constitu- 
tion, was taken up and read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Kinney, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time, / 


Mr. Parker offered the Senate bill asa substitute : rejected by 
the following vote : 


Yras—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Ford, Gray, Miller, - 


Parker, Potter, Scott, Taylor, Trnit and Williams—i]. ° 

Nars—Messrs, Bogart, Burks, Davis, Day, Duggan, Grimes, 
Hart, Hill, Kinney, Meusebach, Reaves and Wilson—12. 

Mr. Bigelow moved to amend the bill so as to give Rusk county 
three Representatives, and Cameron county two Representatives; 
rejected by the following vote : 

Yzeas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Dancy, Day, Ford, Gray, 
Kinney and Mensehach— 8. . 
Navs—Messrs. Bogart, Burks, Davis, Duggan, Eddy, Grimes, 
Hart, Hill, Miller, Parker, Reaves, Scott, Taylor, Truit and 

Williams—15, 
Mr. Armstrong offered the following amendment : 
Strike out’ Burnet from Wilhamson, and add Burnet to ‘Travis 
for Representative ;” adopted. 

Mr. Hill offered the following amendment: , 

In district 42, strike ont “Falls,” and after “Milam” in district 
No. 46, insert “Falls: adopted, 

Mr. Truit offered the following amendment: 


Strike ont “San Augustine,” and say Shelby and Panola one; 
tejected by the following vote: | 
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Yeas—Messrs, Daney, Ford, Kinney, Millér, Scott and Truié 
wef}, i / 

Navs+Messrs. Armstrong, Burks, Day,, Duggan, Eddy, 
Grimes, Hart, Meusebach, Parker, Reaves, Taylor, Williams and 


Wilson—18. ; : ; 
Mr. Hill moved to reconsider the vote which rejected the 


amendment offered by Mr. Bigelow, proposing to give Rusk 


three Representatives, and Cameron two Representatives, 

Mr. Wilson moved fo lay the motion on the table: carried. 

Ou motion of Mr. Wilson, the Senate adjourned until 10 
o'clock Monday morning. 


Monpay, January 24, 1853. 


The Senate was called to order by the President, pursuant to 
adjourament—Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Fontaine—-roll called— 
quorum present, 

The President of the Senate presented the Memorial of Wil- 
liam E, Mayhew, Alexander Fisher and William Ð. Miller; 
referred to the committee on Public Debt. 

Mr. Hill presented the memorial of James Hamilton; referred 
to the committee on Public Debt. 

Mr. Potter presented the petition of James H. Anderson ; 
teferred to the committee on Public Lands. 

__ Mr. Gray presented the petation of J. H. Catlin and B. G. 
Shields; referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Williams presented the petition of sundry citizens, asking 
the passage of a law modifying the boundaries of Cooke county 
and oe land district; referred to the committee on Public 

ands, ; 

Mr. Armstrong presented the petition of Julia Friley ; referred 
to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr, Reaves, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
’ Teported as correctly engrossed a bill to gepeal an act relating to 
Lands in Petér's colony, and the amendments of the Senate fo a 
bill concerning certain lands in Austins’ second colony and the 
Colony of Anstin and Williams, ° 

Mn, Hill made the following report : i , 

The committee on the Public Debt, having considered a bill 
to be entitled an act to extend the provisions of an act entitled 
an act to. provide for ascertaining the debt of the late Republic of 
Texas, approved Mareh 20th, 1848, are of opinion that the time 
Which has been allowed for the presentation of claims to the 
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Auditor and Comptroller, has not beem such as te enable nii 
parties having claims todo so. The committee are aware of 
many claims, the justice andeqnity of which there can exist 
no doubt, which have not been presented. The laws in force 
fully guard the State against the imposition of frands, and wil} 
admit no claims but those for ascertained or acknowledged servi- 
ces to, or supplies furnished the Republie, and according tothe . 
best data before your committe (the repert of the Auditor and . 
Comptroller of Nov. 12th, 1851,)it appears that from the best 

estimates which can be made, the claims not filed, of all descrip. 
tions, ineluding interest, cannot exceed $2,789,738, 20 face 
value, real value estimate $2,019,514 27, which would swell the 
whole teal debt to $6,827,278 64. That this small amount 
should induce a longer delay, your committee do not believe ; but 
that the whole debt should be at once settled, while its ongin 
and character are fresh in the memory of those employed in its 
adjustment, to the end that the rights and interests of the State 
may be effectually guarded, and her entire debt paid, before the 
means which she now possesses for its liquidation shall have 
passed from her Treasury, for other and less worthy objecis, 
‘The commijtee have therefore instructed me to report the bill 
back to the Senate with amendments and recommend its passage. 


Amendments. In first section strike out “September,” and 
insert “October.” Tn second section, strike out all after ‘the 
word ‘duties,” and insert as required of them by “an act to pro- 
Vide for ascertaining the debt of the late Republic of Texas,” 
Approved March 20th, 1848. 


Mr. Bogart, from the committee om Counties and County Boun- 
davies ta which was referred the petition of sundry citizens of 
Austin, Grimes and Harris counties; reported, a bill to creale 
the county of Groce, which was read a first time. 

Mr. Kinney presented the petition of Samuel M. Parsons; 
referred to the committe on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Parker made the following report: 

The committee on Claims and Accounts, to whom was referred 
the petition of George W. Wright, have had the same under 
consideration, and a majority of the same are of opinion that 
the petitioner ought to have relief. The facts presented are, that 
in January, 1841, a military post was established on Red River by 
the Repnblic of Texas, which was called fort Jolinston. ‘That 
the quartermaster and commissary at said, fort, or post, made 
and entered tate a writtén contract with the petitioner, for the 
purchase of twelve thousand pounds of bacon for the use of the — 
troogs. That Wright entered into bond under heavy penalty 
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&e,, and at heavy éxpense and ontlay, proenred the full amount 
of bacon specified in his contract. ‘Phat the army was disband- 
edby act of Congress, and said bacon left on his hands, that 
he petitioned the Secretary of war to be released from his con- 
tract, So as to save himself by the sale of the bacon, that thesame 
was not granted, and thereby the said bacon was almosta total 
loss to him. In consideration of the premises, we herewith 
report a bill for his relief, for the action of the Senate; all of 
which is respectfully submitted. l 

ISAAC PARKER, Chairman. 


À bill for the relief of George W. Wright: ‘read first time. 

Mr. Taylor, chairman of the committee ot Private Land 
Claims, to which was referred the petition of Francis Brichfer, 
. Teported that in the opinion of the committee, the relief should 
hot be grinted, —, eo 

Mr. Wilson made the following report: 

The committee on Education have considered the petition of 
sundry citizens, praying au appropriation for the convent of the 
order of the sisters of the Ursuline order, and instruet me to Te- 
port: That they having hitherto declined recammending special 
donations of this character in other instances of equal merit, and 
desiring to avoid acting prejudicially to the contemplated object, 
teturn the petition to the Senate and ask that it be referred to the 
committee on State Affairs. ‘ 

Mr. Wilson presented the petition of James Wilson ; referred 
fo the committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Armstrong made the following report : 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
to determine what lands are forfeited, have considered the said 
bill. A part of said committee deem it inexpedient to recom- 
mend the same: but other members of said committee believe it 
of great importance to the State and her citizens, and urged upon 
the Legislature by the State Constitution. The members of said 
committee who recommend the passage of this bill, say that it 
is stich a bill as they would be pleased to see pass, believing that 
it will answer the purpose toa certain extent ; recommend its 
speedy passage.” JAMES ARMSTRONG, 

for a part of the committee. 

Mr. Grimes introduced a bill for the relief of Joel Pierce ; read 

rst time. : 

On motion of Mr. Grimes, the rule was suspended, bill read 
tecond time, and referred to committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Hill introduced a bill to amend the second section of an 
actto define the times of holding the District Courts in the 
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eighth and ninth Judicial Districts, approved February 11, 1850: 
read frst time. $ 
On motion of Mr. Hill, the rule was suspended, bill read 
ond time, and referred the committee on the Judiciary. 
. Mr. Scott introduced a bill concerning proceedings in the 
district court: read first time. 
Mr. Reaves introduced a bill to amend the Ist and 8th sections 
of an act concerning surveys of land, approved February 10th, 


Sec- 


1852; read first time. 

Mr. Bigelow offered the following resolntion : 

Resolved, That the Judiciary’ -committee be instructed to re 
porta till prohibiting District Judges from striking praciising 
attorneys from the rolls for contempt of court, and defining what 
shall be sufficient canse fur striking trom the rolls. 

On motion of Mr. Gray, Mr. Eddy was excused from further 
attendance on the Senate during the present session. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The question in order being on the motion to reconsider the 
yote which adopted the amendment offered by Mr. Hill to the 
bill making appropriations for the improvements of the rivers, 
providing that one half of the sate appropriated to the ‘Trinity 
river should be expended in the improvement of said river above 
Magnolia and the other half below Magnohia, 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the motion was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Gill, a bill to apportion the Senators and 
Representatives of the Legislainre among the several counties of 
this State according to the requirements of the constitution, was 
taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, the mation to reconsider the vote 
which rejected the amendment offered by Mr. Bigelow, giving 
Rusk county three Representatives and Cameron two Represen- 
tatives, was taken up and vote reconsidered by the following 
yote: 8 l 

Yaas—WMessrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Daney, Day, Duggan, Ford, 
Gray, Grimes, Hill; Kinney, Potter, Trait and Wilson —15. 

Nays—Messts. Armstrong, Burks, Davis, Hart, Miller, Parker, 
Reaves, Scott, Taylor and Williams—10. 

Mr. Bigelow moved to refer the bill and amendment to a select 
committee, : 

i a motion of Mr. Taylor, the bill was postponed until 3 o'clock 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the motion to reconsider the vote 
adopting the amendment providing that one half of the sum 
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epptoptiated to the Trinity should be expended in the improve- 
ment of said river above Magnolia, &e. ; was taken up. 
On motion of Mr: Day, the Senate adjourned until 3 o'clock 
P. M. l 
Turse O'crock, P. M. 


Senate met-—roll called —quorum present. 

Mr. Armstrong made the followiug report : 

The undersigned disseut from the report of the Judiciary come 
mittee, to whom was referred “a bill to anthorize either party to 
land suits to plead any matter of law and of fact that the Republic 
or State might or could have done,” and say that the bill ought to 
pass, [isthe spirit of ous institutions to reform and improve, and 
cast off the trammels of prejudice. The law as it now is shields 
a party in wrong and enables him,to sgulk under a mere form of 
pleading,and thereby defeat a fair investigation of title, however 
vileand fraudulentit is. We say a mere formnow excludes inves- 

‘tigation of merits, and the party holding a forged, fraudulent or 
otherwise void titles, can call in the name of the State to protect 
his title, and without apy benefit tothe, State, We believe itis 
sound policy to remove all barriers to justice, and not to afford 
one patty the privilege of invoking the name of the State to proe 
tect him, without also allowing thé other party the privilege of 
using the name of the State in any way to detect that fraud. We 
say let usimprove onr system of pleading, which is yet defective, 
80 as to place the entire merits of a case before the court; there- 


fore recommend the passage of the bill, 
JAMES ARMSTRONG, 


STEPHEN REAVES. 


A bill to apportion the Senators and Representatives of the 
Legislatures among the several counties of this State, ace ding 
to the requirements of the constitution. ` 

By leave, Mr. Bigelow withdrew the amendment which was 
Under consideration in the forenoon; and offered the following 
amendment : 

“Amend so as to strike out Walker and Grimes one Represen- 
tative, and give Cameron two Representatives ;” adopted by the 
following vote ; - we a, 

Yeas—-Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart. Daney, Davis, 
Pay, Duggan, Ford, Hill, Meusebach, Potter, Scott, and Wilson 


a 
Nays Messrs, Gray, Grimes, Hart, Miller, Parker, Reaves, 
aylor, Trnit and Williams—9. 
Mr. Bigelow offered the following amendment : . 
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In Ath section, 17th line, strike out Grimes connty for the 40th 
district; adopted. 

On motion of Me. Williams the vote which rejected the fol- 
fowing amendment, strike out “Sin Augustine,” was reconsidered, 
and amendment adopted. , 

Mr. Meusebach offered the following amendment: Strike out 
in district No. 72 of the representative districts, the words “and 
Comal,” and in 73, the words “and Gillespie ;” rejected, 

Mr. Miller offered the following amendment: 3 

In the 13th line of second section strike out “Anderson,” and 
insert “Honston ;” rejected, 

The bill then passed to a third reading. 
- Mr. Scott moved to suspend the rule requiring bills to be read 
on three several days—lost by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bogart, Burks, Davis, Duggan, Ford, Hart, 
Hill, Reaves, Scott, Taylor, Truit and Wilson—12. 

Navs—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Dancy, Day, Gray, 
Grimes, Meusebach, Miller, Parker, Potter and Williams—Ili, * 

A. message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the Honse had passed the following bills, viz: 

A bill to create the county of Hill, 

A bill supplementary to “an act to restore landssold for taxes 
and purchased by the State, to the former owners ;” approved 
January 28, 1852. 

A bill to authorize the Clerk of the district court of Houston 
county to transcribe certain records, and a bill reinstating Joseph 
F. Smith as an Attorney and Counsellor at law. 

A bill making an appropriation for the improvement of the 
rivers of the State, i 
On motion of Mr. Davis, the motion to reconsider the vote 
which adopted the amendment providing that one half of the 
sum appropriated to the Trinity river should be expended in the 
improvement of said river above Magnolia, &c., was taken Up. 

Mr. Dancy moved that the Senate adjourn until 10 o'clock 
to-morrow morning—lost by the following vote: 

Yras—Messrs. Armstrong, Bogart, Dancy, Day, Ford, Hart, 
Hill, Meusebach, Parker, Potter and Reaves—11. 

Nays—Messrs, Burks, Davis, Duggan, Gray, Grimes, Kinney, 
Miller, Scott, Taylor, Truit, Williams and Wilson—12. _ 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the subject was postponed until 10 
o'clock to-morrow. 7 


Un motion, the Senate adjourned until 10 oelock to-morrow 
morning. : 
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Turspar, January 25, 1853. 


The Senate was called to order by the President, pursuant to 
- adjourament—Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Taliaferro—roll called— 
norum present 

The Journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr. Bigelow presented the petition of Patrick C, Shinn ; Te- 
prred to the committee on State Affairs, — ` 

Mr. Williams presented the petition of J.C. Howard and of 
David Snively ; referred to the committee on Claims and Ac- 
counts. , . 

Mr. Day, from the committee on Public Lands, to which was 
referred a bill for the relief of Joel Pierce, reported the same 
back and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, made 
the following reports : a 

The committee on Finance have considered the bill for the 
relief of John ©. Caddell, Assessor and Collector of Bell county. 
This is a claim against the State for taking the Census of his coun- 
ty in the year 1852, 

-Your committee find no law requiring the census to be taken 
in that year, and that no benefit could enure to, the State by 
taking the census after the time’ prescribed by law, as the returns 
came in too late to be used in the apportionment of Senators and 
Representatives of the Legislature of the State. 

The committee have therefore instructed me to report the bill 
back to the Senate and recommend that no further action be had 
thereon. 

The committee on Finance have considered the bil! for the 
relief of Joab B. Harrel, Sheriff of Williamson county, This 
isa claim for extra guards summoned by the sheriff, to convey 
Massalon Farley, a convict, to the Penitentiary. Your committee 
are of the opinion that the 9th section of the act to establish a 
State Penitentiary (article 2672, Hartley’s Digest) provides for this 
case, and that the order of the court is sufficient to prove an 
extreme case fully justifying the Sheriff ia summoning, and the 
superintendent in paying for extra guards. Believing there Is 
ho occasion for legislation an this subject, your committee have 
lastrtcted me to report the bill back to the Senate, and ask to be 
discharged from its further consideration, = 

Mr, Day, from the commitiee on Publie Lands, made the tol- 
lowing report : 

our committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the 
petition of sundry citizens praying the modification of the Loun- 
daries of Cooke county and Cooke land district, so as to include 
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certain territory therein specified. haye had the same under con- 
sideration and believe it will be inexpedient to act upon said 
petition and bill at the present session of the Legislature, 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Mr. Parker, chairman of the committee on Claims and Ac 
counts, made the following report: 


The committee. on Claims and Accounts, to whom was referred 
the petition of Calvin Boales, have examined the same, and from 


` 


the evidence, it is shown that said petitioner furnished in the year ` 


1840, to the command of Col. Wheeter, supplies in corn and beef 
to the amount of eischt hundred dollars in Texas promissory 
notes, which was estimated to be worth at that time 25 cents on 
the dollar: itis further shown that the Congress of Texas in 
1844 passed a bil! for his relief, and from the financial condition 
of the Repnblic, the President withheld his signature and refused 
his approval to several similar bills for relief at that time. 
_ From all evidences, the committee have instructed me to report 
in favor of petitioner, aud recommend the passage of the accom- 
paning bills. ` 

A bill for the relief of Calvin Boales ; read first time. 

Mr, Bogart, chairman of the committee on Counties and 
County Boundaries, made the following report: 

Your committee on Counties and County Boundaries, to whom 


was referred the petition of sundry citizens of Bexar, Gonzales 


and Goliad counties, praying fora new connty to be called 
Shackleford, have had the same under consideration, and find it 
difficult to reconcile the conflicting interests ; and being desirons 
to do justice to ali concerned, and not being in possession of facts 
sufficient to justify the report of a bill as prayed for by the peti- 
tioners, the committee have instructed me to report the petition 
back to the-Senate and ask to be excused from the further con- 
sideration of the same. 

Mr. Reaves, chairman of the committee on Eingrossed Bills, 
reported the following bills correctly engrossed, viz: 

A bill supplementary to an act concerning crimes and punish- 
ments, approved March 20, 1848; 

A bill to extend the provisions of an act to providè for the 


A ascertaining the debt of the late Republic of Texas, approved 


March 21, 1848; 

A bill to incorporate the Texas Orphan Asylum ; 

A bill to facilitate the operations of persons engaged in the 
United States Coast survey in the State of Texas, under proper 
restrictions; s j 

A bill for the relief of Isaac Mullsin ; 
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Abill concerning offences committed by negroes: and 
A bill supplementary to an act to establish the La Salle aud El 


Paso railway company. 
A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 


thatthe House had passed a bill to amend an act to create the . 


county of Hidalgo. 

Mr. Taylor, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, made the following report : , 

Your committee on Private Land Claims have considered the 
petition of Edward Morrison, and find that the said Morrison 
eame to Texas at the early age of ten vears, and entered the Navy 
of Texas asa Midshipman, under Commodore Moore, which 
station be filled with credit to one so young as himself, It also 
appears that he his never received any lands from Texas. The 
committee, believing him to be entitled to what he prays for, have 
instructed me to report a bill for his relief, and recommend its 
passage, M. D. K. TAYLOR. 

Mr. Wilson, chairman of the committee on Education, to which 
was referred a bill to establish a system of common schools, re- 
ported the same back and recommended its passage. 

Mr, Taylor, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, made the following report: 

The committee on Private Land Claims have had under eon- 


. sideration the petition of James Wilson, praying relief, and find 


from the evidences that the petitioner. was a citizen of Texas in 
the year 1839, and was most of the time from that year to 1842 
în the service of ‘Texas, on the frontier, and in that year he joined 
the Mier expedition and was for some time a prisoner in Mexica.; 
during this period the time for issuing certificates had expired 
uid he cannot now vo elsewhere for relief but to the Legislature. 
All things considered, the committee haveinstrneted me to report 
a bill for his relief, and recommend its passage, all of whieh is 
submitted, : 

A bill for the relief of James Wilson ; read first time. 

Mr, Hill, chairman of the committee ‘on Public Debt, made 
the following report è - pn 

The committee on the Public Debt have examined q bill Tar 
the relief of William E. Howth, and Gnd that on draft No. 142, 
dated July 3rd, 1836, for three hundred and twelve dollars, there 
sems to have been paid $33 90 in the fall of 1836, and that said 
draft has been lost by said-Howth. Your committee are also 
informed that due notice of the loss was filed, and have justract- 
ed me to report the bill back: to the Senate and recommend Hs 
Passage, , r 
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Mr. Duggan offered the following resolution z 


Resolved, Fhe house of Representatives concurring, that the 
two Houses adjourn on Monday 3ist instant. 

Mr. Grimes introduced a bill toautlorize the saleof the unsold 
and forfeited lots in the city of Austin and tract adjoining; read 
first time, - 

Mr. Wilson introduced a bill to incorporate the Chocolate 
Bridge company; read first time. 

Mre. Bogart introduced a bill to prevent locations ia Peters’ 
Colony; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Bogart, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time, and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

“Me. Dancy introduced a bill to amend an act to incorporate the 
Brazos and Colorado Railroad company ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, the role was suspended, bill read 
second time and ordered to be engrossed, 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, the rule was further suspended, 

« DHI read third time and passed by an nnanimons vote. 

Mr. Wilson introduced joint resolution requiring a judicial 
investigation into the validity of certain tang certificates therein 
mentioned; issued to Henry F. Fisher and Burchard Miller ; read 
first time. i 

` On motion of Mr. Duggan, a bill to incorpnrate the town of 
Seguin was taken up, read second time and ordered to ke 
engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, a bill to incorporate the Cold Spring 
Female Institute, together with the report of the committee on 
Education, offering an amendment thereto, was taken up and 
read ; amendment adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time, and passed unanimously, ` 

On motion of Mr. Reaves, a bill to ‘incorporate Tyler Univer- 
sity was taken up, and read, together with the report of the com- 
mittee on Education, offering a substitute therefor; substitute 
adopted, and bill ordered to be engressed. 

On motion of Mr. Reaves, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed unanimously. l 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


_A bill making appropriations for the improvement of the 
livers In the State. 


‘The question before the Senate wason the following amend: 
ment offered by Mr. Hill: - 


AL 


Strike out “ $37,500," and insert * $100,000, for the ‘Trinity 


river” l F 
Qu métion of Mr. Reaves, the Senate adjourned until 3 o’clock 
P, M. 
. Turee Ocrocg, P, M. 


‘Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 

The amendment offered by Mr. Hill, proposing to strike $37,- 
500, and-insert Si0U,000, for the improvement of the Trinity 
river, was rejected by the following vote > 

Yeas—Messrs. Bogart, Hart, Hill and Kinney—4, 

Navs—-Messrs, Armstrong, Bigelow, Burks, Dancy, Davis, 
Day, Duggan, Ford, Gray, Grimes, Mensebach, Parker, Potter, 
Reaves, Scott, ‘Taylor, Truin Williams and Wilson—19. . 

Mr. Bigelow offered the following amendment ; 

Amend by adding after the words “Nueces river,” in the last 
line of the Ist section, “aud for the Mission river and the Bay at 
its mouth the sum of three thousand dollars ;” adopted. 

Mr. Bigelow offered the following amendment: Insert after 
the words * Jim’s.- Bayou,” in the 10th line of 2nd section, “and 
aboard consisting of three members shall be elected for the 
Mission river and the Bay at its mouth;” adopted. 

Mr. Armstrong offered the following: “One half of the sum 
appropriated to the Brazos shall be expended on said river above 
the mouth of the Navisoto’;” rejected. 

Mr. Day offered the following amendment: after the words 
“Little river, thirty seven thousand five hundred dollars,” insert 
“for the Galveston and Brazos Canal now in process of construc- 
tion, twenty thousand dollars ;” rejected. , 

Mr. Potter offered the following amendment: after the’ words 
“Little river,” in 10th line of ist section, insert the following: 
“and tawards the completion of the canal now in progress © 
construction under the direction of the Galveston and Brazos 
Navigation company ;” adopted. ~ 

Mr. Scott offered the following amendment to the Ist section $ 
after the word “Jefferson,” strike out the word “eight” and 
insert the word “twelve 3” adopted. 

Mr. Armstrong offered the following amendment : for the 
Brazos, Little river and Brazos Canal, strike out “37,500,” and 
insert “ $47,000 ;” rejected. 

Mr. Reaves offered thé following as a substitute for the 7th 
Section : : 

: Sec. 7.—That the Governor shall cause this act io be submit- 

ted to the qualified electors at the next general election to be held 

in August next, and if a majority of all the qualified electors e 
o 
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the State shall vote for the adoption of this act, then it shal! take 
effect and be in force, and-not otherwise. ~ 

Mr. Davis offered the following amendment to the amendment: 
“and if there are more votes cast in favor of itthan against the 
adoption of this act, then it shall take effect and be in force, and 
not otherwise ;? adopted by the following vote: 


Yeas—Messrs. Bigelow, Dancy, Davis, Day, Duggan, Ford, 
Kinney, Mensebach, Parker, Potter, Scott, Taylor, ‘Trait, Wil- 
liams and Wilson —15. y 

Nars—Messrs. Armstrong, Bogart, Burks, Gray, Grimes, Hart, 
Hill and Reaves—8, 

The amendment as amended was thea adopted by the follow- 
ing vote: 

Yuas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Burks, Davis, 
Day, Duggan, Ford, Gray, Grimes, Hill, Kinney, Mensebach, 
Parker, Potter, Reaves, Scott, Taylor, ‘Truit, Willlamsand Wil- 
son—2], 

Nays—Messrs. Dancy and Hart—2. 

Mr. Armstrong offered the following amendment: > 

Strike out “appointed by the Legislature,” aud insert “elected 
by the qualified electors of the State;” rejected, 

Mr. Hill moved to amend the bill by striking out all after the 
enacting clause down to 7th section and insert as follows: 

That the sum of $280,000 be and the same is hereby appro- 
` priated, to be drawn for and expended in such manner as may 
be provided by law, in making suitable scientifie surveys 
of the principal rivers of the State of ‘Texas, to ascertain 
the extent and character of the obstructions to the free naviga- 
tion of each, and the probable amount of money required for 
each stream for the removal of sach obstructions, as‘a basis fot 
Legislative action on that subject; rejected. 

Me. Duggan offered the following amendment: In 16th line 
of Ist section strike out “twenty-one thousand,” and insert 
“twenty-five thousand ;” rejected. ; 

Mr. Duggan offered the following amendment: In 18th line 
of ist section, strike out “six thousand,” and insert “eleven 
thousand five hundred ;” adapted by the following vote: 
` Yaas—Messrs. Bigelow, Dancy, Davis, Duggan, Ford, Gray, 
Hill, Kinney, Mensebach, Potter, Scott and Wilson—12. 

Nays-—Messrs. Armstrong, Bogart, Ruiks, Day, Grimes, Hatt, 
Parker, Reaves, Taylor and Truit— 10. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the previous question was called, 
and bill ordered to he engrossed by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bigelow, Dancy, Davis, Day, Duggan, Fort, 


g 
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Kinney, Mensebach, Parker, Potter, Scott, Taylor, Ternin Wil- 
lamsand Wilson—15. 

Nays—Messis. Armstrong, Bogart, Burks, Gray, Grimes, 
Hart, Hill and Reaves— 8. ; 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, a bill to incorporate the town of 
Indianola was taken up, read second time and referred to the 
committee on the Jndiciary. 

On motion of Mr. Ford, a bill fer the relief of Andrew J. 
Walker was taken wp, read second time and referred to the com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims, 

On motion of Mr. Duggan, a dill making appropriations to 
defray the expenses of the volunteers called into the service of 
the State was taken up and made the order of the day for to-mor- 
row at 10 o’clock. 

Mr. Duggan, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
reported that an act to amend an act to incorporaté the Buffalo 
Bayou, Brazos and Colorade railrovd’ company, was correctly 
entolled, and that the same was this day deposited at the Execu- 
five office for the signature of the Governor. 

Mr. Reaves, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported correctly engrossed, a bill to incorporate the Tyler Uni- 
versity, R 

Mr. Dancy, from the committee on State Affairs, made the 
following report: : 

The committee on State Affairs have authorized me to report 
fo the Senate the “ Joint resolution to provide for amending the 
30th section of the General provisions of the constitution,” with 
An amendment, aud recommend the passage of the joint reseln- 
tion as amended, 

equiring as the amendment does that States’ or United States, 
vonds at pat or above par should be pledged in the State Treasury 
inameunt equal to the-issues of any bank that may be established 
under a free banking law, the committee is of opinion that the 
holders of notes will be secured against loss. The objection to 
thattered banks under the ald system is thas overcome. as long 
a ihe State and the United States remain solvent. No State 
àn this Uaiow is more-in need of capital to develope her 
resources than Texas. It is believed that if Texas now hada 
fee banking law upon the principles recommended, the State 
could settle her debts with State bonds more readily than money. 
If the State should undertake to carry on asysiem of Internal 
mprovements by issuing State honds to pay her debts, she conid, 
at once, use the United Staies bonds without negotiating a loat 
OF the purpose of constructing her publie works. Believing 
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that the amendment recommended will he productive of mney 
goad to the State if adopted, we hope it will be submitted to the 
people. Having an abiding confidence in the gond sense and’ 
integrity of the electors of our Stale, we have no fear that the 
will ever vote for an amendment to the constitution which wil] 
have a tendency to injure the State. JON W. DANCY, 

. ° One of the committee, 

Amendment. Add to section 1, the following: “Requiring 
in all cases not less than six persons to be associated in any bank- 
ing company which may be iormed, and reqniring every company 
formed under a general banking law to deposite in the State 
Treasury, either State five per cent. bounds or United States five 
per cent. bends, which are at par or above paryequal in aniount to 
the amount of the notes, to be issued by any such company as 
security to prevent the note holders aud creditors of sneh com- 
pany from sustaining any loss by the failure of such company to 
meet its liabilities. And the Comptroller shall certify the faet; 
that the bonds are so deposited upon the face of each bank note 
issued by any such company.” è 

On motion of Mr. Bogart, the Senate adjourned until 10 
_ @clock to-morrow mormıng. 


o 


WeEpneEspDay, January 26, 1853. 


The Senate was called to order by the President, pursuant to 
adjourament—Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Thomas—roll called— 
quorum present, i - 

The Journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr. Potter presented the memorial of sundry citizens of Gal- 
yeston : read and referred to the committee on Internal Improve 
ments. 

Mr. Davis, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, tO 
which was referred the petition of the citizens of Gnadalupe 
county, asking that a law he passed allowing free negro Daniel 
to remain in the State, reported unfavorably to the pet.tien. 

Mr. Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, made 
the following report: 

The committee on Finance have considered the application ef 
F. Giraud foradditional pay for farnishing a plan and estimates 
for a State Capital at the reqnest of the Governor, acting under 
authority of a resolution of the Senate. The resolution aske 
for a cheap plan to be constructed of brick or stone of snificient 
dimensions for the accommodation of the two Houses of the 
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Legislature, The estimated cost of a building on the plan fur- 
nished by Mr. Giraud, according to his own estimate, is three 
hundred and fifty five thousand dollars, The committee have ins- 
tracted me to-report that the plan and estimates of cost furnished 
by Mr. Giraud, is not in accordance with the resolution of the 
Senate, a copy of which was furnished him, Your committee, 
therefore, return the documents and ask to be discharged from the 
farther consideration of the subject, ° 

Mr, Duggan introduced a bill granting three hundred and 
twenty acres Of land to each of three twin children of Mrs. 
Upham, wife of John Upham, of Guadalupe county ; read first 


tinte, . ; 
Mr. Daney introduced a bill for the relief of Isaac Mullins ; 


read first time. , 

Ou motion of Mr. Dancy the rule. was suspended, bill read. 
second time-and ordered to be engrossed. - 

On motion of Mr. Dancy the rnle was further suspended, bill 
read third time and passed. Ei 

Mr, Armstrong introduced a bill to ascertain forfeited landsand 
void titles; read first ime, ” , 

Mr. Gray introduced abill to enable Henry F. Fisher and 
Burchard Miller to perfect titles to the lands for which certificates 
have been issued to them within the limits of Fisher and Miller’s 
Colony grant; read first time. 

Oa motion of Mr. Wilson, a bill snpplementary to an act fo 
establish the La Salle and El Paso Railway company, was taken 
_ up, read second time and ordered to be engrossed, 

Ou motion of Mr. Wilson, the rule was further suspended, bill 
read third time and passed by the following vote: s 
` Yeas—Messrs, Bigelow, Bogart, Burks, Dancy, Davis, Day, 
Degean, Ford, Hart, Hill, Kinney, Miller, Parker, Reaves, Scott, 
Trait, Wilhams and Wilson. - 

Nays—Mr, Taylor—1. i 

7 Un motion of Mr. Scott, a bill supplementary, to an act to 
establish and incorporate the Marshall University, and te change 
the name thereof to Van Zandt College, was taken up and read 
first time, | 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the rule wassuspended, bill read 
Second time and passed to a third reading. ° , 

On motion of Mr, Wilson, the rule was further suspended, bill 
Tread third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Day, a bill to incorporate the Texas Orphan 

sylim was taken up, together with the report of the committee 

on Education, offering a sabstitute therefor, and read, and sub- 


è 


, Slitute adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 
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Ou motion of Mr. Day, the rule was. suspended, bill read thira 
time and passed unanimensly. 

A message was received from the House, informing'the Senate 
that the House had passed the following bills—vig: 

A bill to incorporate the city of Brownsville ; 

A bill to incorporate the Mount Enterprise Male end Female 
Academy ; and 

A bill to limit the boards of land commissioners, and more 
clearly to define their duties. 

On motion of Mr. Potter, a bill to facilitate the operations of 
persous engaged in the Wnited States coast survey, in the State 
of ‘Vexas, was taken up, read second time and ordered to be 
engrossed. ; 

On mation of Mr, Potter, the rule was saspended, bill read third 
time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Hill,.a bill te extend the provisions of an 
act to provide for ascertaining the debt of the late-Republie of 
Tegas; approved March 2, 1848, together with thé report of 
the committce offering amendments theretu, was taken up, read, 
and amendments adopted, | = 

Me. Gill moved to amend by striking out at the end of Ist 
section the following words: “and all claims not presented by 
that time shall he barred; rejected. ` 

Mr. Taylor offered the following amendment : 


Provided, that this act shall not apply to any class of elaims 
not hereiofore acknowledged by law. 

Mr. Wilson offered the following as a substitute for the amend- 
ment s 0 

Provided, that nothing in this aet contained shall authorize the 
Anditor and Comptroller to acknowledge any class of claims not 
heretofore by law provided for; the substitute was accepted by 
Mr. Taylor, and adopted.’ 

Mr. Dancy offered the following amendment padd. provided that 
this act shall not go into effect unless a majority of the electors 
of: the State of ‘Texas shall vote for it at the August election, ID 
1853; rejected by the following vote: 


Yeas—Mesars. Burks, Dancy, Meusebach, Taylor and Fruit 
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Nava—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Davis, Day, 
Duggan, Ford, Gray, Grimes, fart, Hill, Kinney, Miller, Parker, 
Potter, Reaves, Scott, Williams and Wilson —19. 

Me. Parker offered the followine amendment : 

Tusert after the word “Austin,” in the 5th line of the 2nd 
section, “and in one newspaper published in each of the Goe- 
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ressibohal Districts of the State, and also in some paper publislied , 
in the city of Houston ;” rejected. 

Mr. Wilson offered the following amendment: after “ Austin” 
insert “and two papers in the eastern and twe in the westem 
Congressional District ;” adopted. - , 

Mr. Hill moved to amend by striking out all after the -word 
Sextendell” in the first section ; rejected. 

Mr. Dancy offered the following amendment: add to end of 
ist section “and all claims against the Republic of Texas for 
property destroyed, purchased or taken by force, and for services 
rendered against Indians and Mexicans may be filed, for which 
the Auditor and Comptraller shall give a receipt stating the facts 
of the case, and report the evidence presented on each claim to 
the Legislature ;” rejected by the following yote; 

Yras— Messrs. Dancy, Day, Duggan, Ford, Kinney, Potter 
and Wilson—7, ' m 

Nays —Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Burks, Gray, 
Grimes, Hart, Hill, Miller, Parker, Reaves, ‘Scott, Taylor, Truit 
and Williams—15. 

Mr. Wilson moved to reconsider the vote which rejected the 
amendment providing that this act shall not go into effect unless 
amajority of the elegtors of the State of Texas shall vote for it 
atthe August election in 1853 ; lost. 

Mr. Dancy offered the following amendment: add to Ist see- 
tion “ provided, that no claim shall be submitted to the Auditor 
md Comptroller, unless it is specially- provided for by law ;” re- 
jected, and bill ordered to be engrossed by the following vote: 

Yeas— Messrs, Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Davis, Day, Dug- 
gan, Ford, Gray, Grimes, Hart, Hill, Kinney, Miller, Parker, 
Potter, Scott, Truit, Wiliams ahd Wilson—19. i 

Nays—Messrs, Burks, Dancy, Reaves and Taylor—4. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House refused to concur in the ist, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th and 
6th amendinents, and concurred inthe 7th amendment of.the 
Senate to a bill to apportion the Senators and Representatives of 
the Legislature among the several counties of the State, accord- 
ing to the requirements of the constitution. es 

Qn motion of Mr. Parker, the Senate adjourned until 3 o'clock 


= Tarne ‘O’ciocx, P.M., 


Senate met—roll called nt p 

met— —quorum present, Sige 
On motion of My. Grimes, a bill to create the county of Madi- 

on was taken up, read second time and passed foa third rending. 
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On motion of Mr. Grimes, the rule was suspended, bill reng 
third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, a bill supplementary to an act eon- 
cerning lands in Austin’s second colony and the colony of Austin 
aud Williams, was taken up, and read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, the rule was suspended, bill reag 
second time and passed to a third reading. : 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, the rule was further suspended, bill 
read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, a bill to apportion the Senators and 
Representatives of the Legislature, among the several counties of 
the State, according to the requirements of the constitution, 
was taken up. l . 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the Senate receded from their Ist 
amendment, striking out San Augustine in 25th Representative 
District, by the following vote ; 


Yeas—WMessrs. Armstrong, Bogart, Burks, Day, Duggan, 
Gray, Hart, Potter, Reaves, Scott, Taylor and Wilson—12. 

Nayvs—Messrs. Bigelow, Dancy, Davis, Grimes, Hill, Kinney, 
Meusebach, Miller, Parker, Trnit and Williams—11. 

On motion of Mr, Bigelow, the Senate receded from their second 
amendment, striking out “ Walker and Grimes; one Representa- 
tive, and giving Cameron two Representatives,” (40th and 68th 
Districts.) 7 

On motion of Mr. Grimes, the Senate receded from their 3rd 


amendment, striking out Grimes county in 17th line of 4th sec : 


tion, for 40th district, i 


Mr. Armstrong moved that the Senate recede from their 4th 
amendment, striking out “ Falls” in district No. 42, and inserting | 


* Falls” in district No. 46; carried by the following vote: 


Yeas —Messrs, Armstrong, Bogart, Burks, Davis, Day, Dug- 
gan, Ford, Gray, Grimes, Hart, Potter, Reaves, Scott, Taylor, 
Williams and Wilson—16. 


Nayvs—Messrs. Bigelow, Dancy, Hill, Kinney, Meusebach, 
Miller, Parker and ‘Truit—s. ; 


Mr. Armstrong moved that the Senate insist on their 5th 


ced 


amendment, striking out Burnet from. Williamson, and adding . 


Burnet to Travis, for Representative ; lost. 


On motion of Mr. Grimes, the Senate receded from their 6th 
amendment, striking out “ Madison,” wherever it occurs in the 
bill. : 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
- that the House had passed the following bills, viz : 
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A bill relating to (he fiscal affairs of the late Republie of Tey- 
asz and l : 
S hilt to define the times of holding thedistrict courts in the 
third Judicial District. 

Qa motion of Mr, Ford, a bill making appropriations to defray 
the expenses of the volunteers called into the service of the State. 
fyrthe protection of the frontier, was taken up and read first time. 

A bill making appropr:ations for the improvement of the rivers 
of the State, was taken up on motion of Mr. Wilson, and made 
the special oMer for to-morrow at 11 o’clock. 

A bill for the reʻiet of John White; read third time and pass- 
ed. ES l a - 

Joint resolution providing for the removal of the remains of the 
late Stephen F. Austin, for interment in the burial ground at the 
city of Austin; read third time and passed, -p 

A bill for the relief of Jim Shaw, a Delaware Indian; read 
third time and passed. , 

A bill to repeal an act relating to lands in Peters’ Colony, 
wad third time ; the yeas and nays were called on the passagd of 
the bill, and were as follows : ' 

Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong, Burks, Dancy, Davis, Day, Dug- 
gan, Hill, Parker, Reaves, Scott, Taylor and Truit—12. 

Navs—Messrs, Bigelow, : Bogart, Ford, Gray, Grimes, Hart, 
Kinney, Meusebach, Miller, Potter, Williams and Wilson—12. 

There being a tie, the President voted in the affirmative—so the 
bill was passed. l 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the Senate adjourned until 10 o'clock 
to-morrow morning. l 


o 
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[Nore.—'The following day’s proceedings of the Senate should 
have been commenced on page 118 of the Journals, and the day’s 
proceedings there commencing, dated the 25th January, should 
have been dated the 27th, and have been placed where the fol- 
lowing is. The error was one of the compositor’s and was not 


discovered unti! 120 pages of the Journals were printed of. 
Pusto PRINTER] 


Turspay, January 25, 1853. 


- The Senate was called to order by the President, pro tei. 
Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Sheehan—roll called —quorum present, 
The Journal of yesterday was read and adopted. se as 

Mr, Reaves, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
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reported the amendments of the Senate to the bill to apportion 
the Senators and Representatives among the several counties in 
the State, according to the requirements of the constitution 
correctly engrossed. ; 

` Mr. Wilson presented the petition of Antonia Manchacas refer 
red to thé committee on State Affairs. 

Mr. Wilson presented the memorial of the trustees, represen.. 
talives, and creditors of the German Emigration Compauy, 
praying for the settlement of the accounts of the ggmprosatios, 
and the liquidation of the claims of the creditors, aid for general 
relief; referred te | select committee. Messrs. Potter, Gray, 
Duggan, Hill and Parker were appointed said committee. 

Mr, Hill presented the petition of ©. Boales; referred to the 
committee on Claims and Accounts. 

Mr. Duggan presented the petition of sundry citizens of Bexar, 
Goliad and Guadalupe connties, praying the creation- of a new 
county; referred to the committee on Counties and County Boun 
Caries, 5 

‘Mr. Duggan presented the petition of sundry eitizens of 
Guadalupe county, asking that the free negro Daniel be permit- 
ted to remain in the State; referred to the committee on State 
Affairs, 

MMe. Ford presented the petition of Edward Morrison; refer- 
red to the committee on Private Land Claims, P 
- Mr. Parker, chairman of the committee on Claims and Ae 
counts, to which was referred the petition of A. Morgan, reported 
the same back to the Senate and recommended its reference to 
the committee on the Militia. ’ 

_ Mr. Gray introduced `a bill relating to the Galveston and Red 
Riverskailway company; read firsttime. . 

On motion of Mr. Gray, the rule was suspended, hill read 
second time, anc referred to the committee on Internal Improve 
ments. 0 f 

Mr. Wilson introduced a bill to amend an act regulating 
attachments, approved March 11, 1848; read first time - 

Mr. Gray iatroduced a bill authorizing the Auditor and Comp- 
troller to adjust the claims of Robert Wilson ;, read first time. 

Mr. Miller introduced a bill to authorize the Commissioner of 
the General Landoffice to issue patents for lands to certain pet- 
sons therein named; read first time. a 

Mr. Miller moved to suspend the rule requiring bills tobe 
Tead on three several days; lost. Sis 

Mr. Ford intzodueed a bill for the relief of Andrew J. Walker; 
read first timg, l 
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Mi, Ford moved to suspend the rule reqhiring bills to be read 
on three several days ; lost. : 

On motion-of Mr. Scott, a bill to create the county of Knox 
was taken up, read second time and referred: to. the committee on 
Counties and County Boundaries, 

On motion.of Mr. Scott, the House bill to create the county of 
Hill, was taken up and read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, th#rule was suspended, bill read 
second time and referred to the committee on Counties and 
County Boundaries. 

On motion of Mr. Miller, a bill to provide for the cancellation 
of patents, was taken upand read second time, and, on motion of 
Nr. Taylor, referred tp the committee on the Judiciary, 

„On: motion of Mr. Scott, a bill to apportion the Senators and 
Representatives of the Legislature among the several counties of 
the State, according to the requirements of the constitution, was 
taken up and read third time. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the bill was amended by striking 
out Y Madison,” wherever it occtrred in the dill. l 

Mr. Wilson offered the following amendment: amend by in- 
setting an additional section in the bill, as follows: 

Sscriow That’ wherever a new county shall be created, 
it shall vote in the Senatorial and Representative district or dis- 
niéts from which it: is takén; adopted. The bill was then 
pissed by the following vote : 

Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Burks, Davis, 
Day, Duggan, Ford, Hill, Potter, Reaves, Scott, Taylor, Truit 
and Wilson—15, p oe 

Nays—Messrs. Dancy, Gray, Grimes, Kinney, Meusebach, 
Miller, Parker and Williams—8. À 
. On motion of Mr. Grimes, a bill to create the county of 

adisor, was taken up and read first time. 

‘On motion of Mr. Gray, a bill concerning offences committed 
by negroes, was-taken up, read second time. ` ; 

‘Mr. Bigelow offered tie following amendment: after the word 
“ammunition,” ia 6th line of 8th section, insert “ unless with the 
Witter permission of the master, and for the purpose of pro- - 
tecting flocks or herds;” rejected, and bill ordered to be 
engròssed. 

_ Gn motion of Mr. Gray, the rule was suspended, bill read third 
time and passed. l ; 

On motion of Mr. Armstrong, a bill supplementary.to “an act 
conterniug crimes and punishments,” approved March 20th, 
848, was taken up, read second time. = - : $ 
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° Mr. Bigelow offered the following amendment: insert after 
the word “omitted” in the 78th section, the words “and in all 
indictments for murder in the first degree, it shall be required of 
the State to prove the malice prepense.” = 
On motion of Mr. Taylor, the Senate adjourned until three 
o’clock, P. M. U 


«  Tuaress O’ctocg, P. M, ` 


_ Senate met—rall called—quorum present, 
_ The question before the Senate being on the adoption of the 
amendment offered by Mr. Bigelow to the bill supplementary to 
an act concerning crimes and punishments, was rejected. The 
bill was then ordered to be engrossed. . - 
On motion of Mr. Armstrong, the rule was suspended, bill 
read third time and passed by the following vote: 7 
Yeas—Messrs, Armstrong, Bigelow, Davis, Day, Duggan, 
Gray, Grimes, Meusebach, Miller, Reaves, Truit, Williams and 
Wilson—13. 
Nays—Messrs. Bogart, Dancy, Hill, Parker, Scott and Taylor 
—§, : l i , 
A message was received from the House informing the Senate 
that the House had passed a bill originating in that.body, relu- 
stating Joseph F. Smith asan Attorney and Counsellor at law, and 
a bill to create the 13th Judicial District’; also, that the Honse 
had passed a bill to amend an act to incorporate the Buffalo, 
Brazos and Golorado Railway company; also, that the House con- 
curred in the amendments of the Senate to a bill concerning 
certain lands in Austin’s second colony and the colony of Austin 
and Williams. _ 
‘On motion of Mr. Day, a bill to create the Thirteenth Judicial 
District was taken up and read first time. 
‘On motion of Mr. Day, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. — 
On motion of Mr. Wilson, a bill reinstating Joseph E. Smith 
as an Attorney and Counseller at law, was taken up and read 
a first time. 
On motion of Mr. Hill. the rule was suspended, bill read sec- 
time and passed to a third reading. , 
On motion of Mr. Wilson, the rule was further suspended, bill 
read third time and passed. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. l 


_ A bill making appropriations for the improvement of the rivers — 
of the State. ; 


© 
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Mr. Hill moved’ the postponement of the bill, and made it the 
special order of the day for Monday next; lost, 

The question being on the rgconsideration*of the vote adopt- 
ing the amendment offered by Mr. Hill, providing that one-half of 
the sum appropriated to the improvement of the Trinity river, 
shall be expended above Magnolia, &c. The vote was reconsid- 
ered by the following vote: 

: Yeas—Messrs. Bigelow, Davis, Day, Duggan, Gray, Kinney, 
Mensebach, Miller, Parker, Potter, Reaves, Truit and} Wilson 
—1B. l i a 

. Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Bogart, Burks, Grimes, Hill, Scott, 
Taylor and Williams—S. ` = . 

Mr. Hill moved to lay the bill ahd the amendment on the 
table: lost. 

Mr. Hill moved to lay the amendment 6n thetable; lost. ` 

The amendment was then rejected by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs, Armstrong, Bogart, Burks, Daney, Grimes, 
Hill, Scott, Taylor and Williams—9. . 

Nays—Messrs. Bigelow, Davis, Day, Duggan, Ford, Gray, 
Kinney, Meusebach, Miller, Parker, Potter and T'ruit—12. 

Mr. Taylor offered the following amendment : strike ont “ five 
thousand,” and insert “eight thousand,” for the improvement of 
the Sulphur Fork of Red river; adopted. 

Mr. Armstrong offered the following amendment : 

The sum of ten thousand dollars shall be appropriated to the 
cleaning out of Little Liver, a tributary of the Brazos; rejected. 
` Mr. Hill offered the following amendment: strike out $37,500, 
and insert $10,000, for the Trinity river. 

A message was received from the House informing the Senate 
that the House had passéd a bill making appropriation’ to defray 
the expenses of the volunteers called, into the service of the 
State for the protection of the frontier ; and a bill supplementary 
fo an act concerning certain lands in Austin’s second colony and 
the eolony of Austin and Williams. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned until 10 o’clock to-morrow 
morning, ‘ 


t 
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Frıpay, January 28, 1853. 


The Senate was called to order by the President, pursuant to 
- Adjoruament—Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Phillips—roll called— 
quoram present. 

he Journal of yesterday was read and adopted. , 


I 


128 


Mr. Parker, chairman of the committee on Claims and Ae- 
counts, to which was referred the petition of John ©. Howard 
David Snively and others,. repogted a bill requiring the Auditor 
and Comptroller to audit the claims oi John O, Howard , David. 
Snively, and the heirsof Hiram A. Allen, which was read first 
time. l : 

- Mr. Parker, from the same committee, made the following te 
port: . E : 

The committee on Claims and ‘Accounts, to which was refer- 
red the petition of Jesse White, have examined the same; the 
committee have instructed me to report that, in the opinion of 
your committee, all such claims for horses lost or pressed into 
the service of the Republic of Texas, should be presented to, 
and undergo an investigation of the Anditoria} Board; now 
about to be established ; therefore, your committee ask to be dis- | 
charged from its further consideration. Í 


~ Mr. Parker, from the same committee, -reported-hack ‘ to. the. 
Senate the petition of William Bridges, with the vouchers at- 
companying, and asked to be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of them. ' = , 

Mr, Armstrong. from the committee on the Judiciary, to.which 
was referred a bill to create the Thirteenth Judieial -Distric, 
reported same back. &c., &e., and recommended its passage with 
the following amendment: insert “ Navarro,” after © Leon.” 

Mr. Gray, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, made 

_ the following report: ae f , 

“The committee on the Judiciary have eonsidered the memorial 
of Samuel William Shields, who is shown to be a minor abodt 
17 years of age, and desires‘to be empowered to take control of 

‘his property ander suitable restrictions, There are ‘pecititar 
ereasons in the’case which require the aid ‘of the Legislature; ‘and 
which are of such force with the committee as to induce them 
to recommend the passage of the accompanying bill: | 

A bill for the relief of Samnel W. Shields; read first time. 

Mr. Taylor made the following report: ; 

The committee on Private Land Claims have had under. con- 
sideration a bill for the relief of Andrew J. Wanker. They fud 
that he emigrated to Texas in the year 1835, entered the service 
of the Republic of ‘Texas in 1836—has continued upon the 
western frontier from that to the présent time, almost constantly 
engaged in combatting the -Mexicans and Indians; and, when: not 
in the service of the Government, be has on various occasions 
aided in pursuing and chastising our enemies. He served with 
Karnes, Cameron, Ferguson, Price, Ross, Smith, Kinney, Bell, 
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Gray, Blackwell and Ford. Any of those gentlemen, yet living, 
an attest to his efficiency as a guide, an Indian fighter, an officer 
and commander. 

The death of two of theabove mentioned officers prevented 
his receiving any pay for two years of service. 

He has suffered every species of privation, performed with dis. 
tinguished ability the duties, and endured all the hardships 
incident to a frontier life, in consequence his health has’ suffered 
materially. i 

In view of these facts and of his meritorious services and 
daims, a portion of the committee have instructed me to report 
the bill back to the Senate and request its passage: 

Mr. Wilson, from the committee on State Affairs, to which 
was referred the petition of Antonio Menchaca; reported,. 

Abill for the relief of Antonio Menchaca; read first time. 

Mr, Armstrong, from the committee on the Judiciary, to whick 
was referred a bill to provide for the cancellation of .patents; 
reported the same back and recommended its passage with the 
following amendment: after the word “State,” in sixth ‘line, 
insert the words “ patented by authority of the Republic or State 
of Texas.” i 

Mr Davis, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, made 
the following report: 

The committee have considered the petition of Patrick ©. 
Shinn, and in consequence of the probability of an early adjourp- 
ment of the Legislature, so as not to afford time for its due 
consideration,.and the action of the Legislature, haves instructed 
me to report the same back to the Senate and ask to be discharged 
ftom its further consideration. 

Mr. Gray, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, made 
the following report. 

The committee on the Judiciary have. considered a bill fo be 
entitled an act supplementary to an act relating to lands in 
Peter's Colony, and although the Senate have acted-on the bill 
proposing to repeal said original act, yet a majority of the com- 
Mitee deem it proper to report favorably en this bill with 
amendmehts, and recommend its passage. It proposes to legalize 


the entries or files already made by a large portion of the colonists °, 


8o that they may receive their patents; and to extend the time 
: others to comply with the law, by making entries or return 
the field-notes of their surveys made by the District Surveyors; 


and also to require the plats, maps and records relating $o the. 


olony, to be deposited in the:General Landoffice, where all the 
Usiness connected with the Colony shall in future be transacted 
0 


a 
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under the direction of the Commissioner. This or some similar 
measure, it is believed, would give general quiet and satisfaction, 
P. W. GRAY, Chairman, 

Amend Ist section by adding “and until patents are issued 
the Colonist’s certificate, with the field-notes of the loeation or 
entry and survey, shall be sufficient to énable the legal holder 
thereof to maintain all actions to try the titles of the lands so 
surveyed. 

In section 2nd, sixth line, insert before the word “ preference,” 
the words “longer time and.” Same section, 15th line, after 
the word * Texas,” insert “which claim or entry, or the field-. 
notes of District Surveyors shall be filed in the General Land. 
office.” 

Insert Section 3, The maps and records relating to the lands 
in Peter’s Colony, now remaining with the Trustees or Agent 
of said ‘Texas Emigration Land Company, shall be deposited 
with the Commissioner of the General Landoffice, and constitute 
a part of the records and archives of said office, subject to the 
general laws governing the same. Change Sec. 3 to Sec. 4, 

Mr. Dancy made the following report: 

Senate CHAMBER, January 28, 1853. 

Mr. President: The committee on Indian Affairs, instruct me 
to report the accompanying bill to the Senate and recommend its 
passage. 2 

Experience has shown the propriety of keeping the Indians 
separate from the whites, in order to preserve peace. Itis also 
true.that argent spirits tend more than any thing else to demora- 
lize the Indians. It is therefore necessary to give the United 
States Agents the authority to prohibit the sale of ardent spirits to 
the Iudians. Humanity reqnires that some efforts should be 
made to civilize those people who have for ages resided upon out 
territory: Thongh the Indian becomes civilized but slowly, suc- 
cess has crowned the efforts that have been made in favor of the 
Cherokees, Chickasaws and Choctaws. he country which the 
committee propose to set apart for Indian purposes, lies North of 
Big Wichita, and between the 100th and 103d degrees ct west 
longitude, , JON W. DANCY, 

A bill reserving certain territory from location, and setting the 
same aside for ludian purposes; read first time. 

Mr. Bigelow offered the following resolution : ef 

Resolved, That the Commissioners elected by the last Legis- 
lature to contract for, and superintend and control the erection of 
a State Capitol, be, and are hereby notified and required to make 
and submit to the Senate a detailed report of their proceedings 
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up to the present time, on or, before Monday the 31st day of Jan- 
wary, 1853 ” read. 


Ou motion of Mr. Parker, the rule was suspended and resolu- 
tion adopted. i f . l 

Mr. Davis introduced a bill to incorporate the Liberty and 
Nacogdoches Railroad company ; read first time. 

Ou motion of Mr. Davis, the rule was suspended, bill read 
geond time aud referred to the committee on Internal Inprove- 
ments, i 

Mr. Williams introduced a bill to incorporate Paris and Pine 

Bluff Turnpike company ; read first time. t 
- On motion of Mr. Williams, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time and referred to the committee on Internal Improve- 
ments, 
Mr, Kinney introdueed a bill donating a league of land to J. 
P, Schatzel!,asan acknowledgment of his friendship to Texas, 
and his munificent generosity toward ‘Fexan prisoners-of war in 
Mexico; read first time.. 

A message was received from the Honse, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed a bill to incorporate and establish St. 
Paul’s College ; 

ve for the benefit of the heirs of H. P. Chamberlain, ge- 
Ceased 5 ; ; 

A bill to authorize the issuance of Duplicate Certificates of 
the Auditor and Comptroller of the State of Texas ; 

A bill to incorporate the Galveston, Houston and Henderson 
Railroad company ; and Joint resolution relating to the volun- - 
teers called into the service by the Governor. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A bill making appropriations to defray the expenses of the vol- 
unteers called into the service of the State for the protection of 
the frontier; read second time. ; | 
ae Hill offered the following resolution as a substitute for the 

ill; 

Section 1. Resolved by the Legislature of the State of 
‘Teras, That application be immediately made to the Congress 
of the United States, through our Senators and Representatives, 
in. Gongress, requesting that body to passa law accepting the 
Services of three companies of volunteers called into: service by: 
the Governor of this State in last for the protection of the 
frontier for the term of six months, and’ making the necessary 
appropriation to pay the liabilities thereby incurred, with suita- 

le provisions for its disbursement throngh proper officers. 

jected by the following vote : 
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Yaas—lWMessrs. Burks, Grimes, Hart, Hill, Parker, Reayoy 
and Taylor—7, 

Nays—Messrs, Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Dancy, Dayig 
Day, Duggan, Ford, Gray, Kinney, Potter, Scott, Truit, Williams 
and Wilson—15. 

On motion of Mr. Gray, the bill was amended by striking out 
the words “His Excellency,” wherever they occurred in the 
bill. 

The bill was then passed to a third reading by the following 
Vote: 

‘Yuas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Daney, Davis, 
Day, Duggan, Ford, Gray, Kinney, Potter, Scott, Truit, Wil 
liams and Wilson—15. 

Nays— Messrs. Burks, Grimes, Hart, Hill, Parker, Reaves and 
Taylor—7, 

On motion of Mr. Bogart, the rule requiring reports to lay on 
the table one day, was suspended, and the report of the commit. 
tee on the Judiciary on a bill supplemental to an act relating tw 
lands in Peter’s Colony, approved February 10, 1852, wastaken 
up, and amendments offered by the committee adopted. 

Mr. Armstrong offered the following amendment: 

Phat all that portion of unsectionized territory included 
within the limits of said Colony, shall be open to location and 
survey, by virtue of any genuine land certificate, warrant or 
other evidence of right of survey whatever, not interfering with 
the entries and surveys heretofore made by the Colonists.” 

On motion of Mr. Parker, Mr. Miller was excused on accout 
of sickness, 

Mr. Bogart moved a call of the Senate—carried, and Sergemt- 
at-Arms despatched after absent members, 

On motion of Mr. Bogart, the call was suspended. 

The yeas and nays were then called on the amendment offer- 
ed by Mr. Armstrong; and amendment rejected by the follow- 
ing vote : 

Yuas—Messrs. Armstrong, Dancy, Day, Parker, and Reaves 
=f 7 

Nayvs—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Burks, Davis, Duggan, For, 
Gray, Grimes, Hart, Hill, Kinney, Potter, Scott, Taylor, Wil 
liams and Wilson—16. 

Mr. Hill offered as a substitute for the bill, 

® A bill to provide for issuing patents to Colonists in Peters 
Colony.” 

Oa motion of Mr. Hart, the Senate adjourned until thre 
o'clock P. M. 
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Taree O'crocg, P. M. 


Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 

The question before the Senate being on the adoption of the | 
substitute offered by Mr. Hill, toa bill supplemental to an act 
relating to lands in Peter’s Colony, approved February 10, 1852 ; 
rejected. : 

‘On motion of Mr. Bogart, a call of the Senate was made, and 
Sergeant-at-Arms despatched after absent members. 

On motion of Mr. Bogart, the call was suspended and bill 
ordered to be engrossed by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Burks, Ford, Gray, Hill, 
Kinney, Meusebach, Potter, Scott, Taylor, Truit, Williams and 
Wilson—14. 5 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Dancy, Davis, Day, Duggan, 
Grimes, Parker and Reaves—8. 

Mr, Wilson offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That no Senator shall occupy the floor for more 
than ten minutes at a time. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, the rule was suspended and resolu- 
tion adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, a bill to incorporate the town of 
Mount Pleasant, was taken up, read second time and ordered to 
be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed by a constitutional majority. | f 

On motion of Mr. Armstrong, a bill for the relief of Calvin 
Boales was taken up, read second time and order to be engrossed. 

Mr. Parker moved to suspend the rule ;—lost 

On motion of Mr. Bigelow, a bill to incorporate the city of 
Brownsville was taken upand read first time. 5 

On motion of Mr. Bigelow, the. rule was suspended, bill read 
second time and referred to the committee on Counties and Coun- 
ty Boundaries, ; 

On motion of Mr. Duggan, the resolution on adjournment 
was taken up. kinte 

r. Day offered the following as a substitute ? 

Resolved, That with the n rrence of the House of F 
sentatives, the. Legislature will adjourn sine die of the 10th 

ebruary next; rejected. 
i T Bigelow moved to 

€ following vote : ai 
N OA Bigelow, Dancy, Gray, Menusebach, Truit 


and Wilson—6 i 
y ` - 3 Oe 
Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Bogati, Burks, Davis, Day, Dug 


lay the resolution on the table; lost by 


J 
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gan, Grimes, Hill, Parker, Potter, Reaves, Taylor and Wiliams 

On motion of Mr. Williams, the resolution was amended b 
striking out “ Monday lst inst.” and inserting & Wednesday 
Zod day of February next ,” adopted ; and resolution as amended 
adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, a bill to authorize the Clerk of the 
District Court of Houston county to transcribe certain records 
was taken up and read first time. ~ 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the rule was suspended, bill read 
sscond time and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the rule was- further suspended, bill 
read third time and passed. 

Mr. Potter introduced Joint resolution relative to the appoint 
ment of a Commissioner of Public Schools; read first time, 

On motion of Mr. Potter, the rule was suspended and resolu- 
tion read second time. 

Mr. Potter offered the following amendment to come in at end 
of first section: “and such Commissioner shall be paid the sum 
of $1500 per annum for his services, payable quarterly; adopted. 

The yeas and nays were then called on the engrossment of 
the first resolution, and were as follows: i 

Yeas—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Davis, Ford, Gray, Grimes, 
Hill, Kinney, Mensebach, Potter and Wilson—1I1. 

Navs—Messrs. Armstrong, Burks, Daney, Day, Duggan, 
Parker, Reaves, Scott, Taylor, Truit and Williams—11. 

There being a tie, the President voted in the negative, s0 the 
resolution was rejected. 

A bill repealing the second section of an act passed on the ith 
day of February, 1852, changing the names of Antoinette Sect 
and Sidney Way, to that of Devereux; read first time. * 

On motion of Mr. Reaves, the rule was suspended, bill real 
second time, and, on motion of Mr. Gray, referred to the commit 
tee on the Judiciary. s 

A bill relating to the fiscal affairs of the Jate Republic ci 
Texas; read first time. , 

On motion of Mr. Gray, the rule was suspended, biil ren 
second time and referred to the commitiee or the Judiciary. 

A bill to limit the boards of land Commissioners, and more 
clearly to define their duties; read first time. i 

On motion of Mr. Armstrong, the rule was suspended, pii 
read second time and referred to the committee on Public Lands 

A bill to define the times of holding the District Courts in t 
third Judicial District; read first time. 
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On motion of Mr. Armstrong, the rule was suspended, bill 
read second time and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

À biil supplementary to an act entitled an act to restore lands X 
sold for taxes, and purchased by the State, to the former owners,” 
approved January 28, 1852; read first time, l 

A bill amending the 16th section of an act to provide for the.. 
assessment and collection of taxes, approved February 11th, 
1850; read third Umeand passed. 

A bill to extend the provisions of an act to provide for ascer- © 
taining the debt of the late republic of ‘Texas, approved Mareh 
20th, 1848; read first time and passed by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Davis, Day, 
Duggan, Ford, Gray, Grimes, Hill, Kinney, Parker, Potter, Scott, 
Taylor, Trait, Williams and Wilson—I1s. 

Nays-~Messrs. Burks, Dancy and Reaves—3. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, a bill to establish a system of com- 
mon schools was taken up, read second time and ordered to be 
engrossed. a 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed by the following vote : 

Yzeas—Messrs. Bogart, Dancy, Davis, Day, Duggan, Ford, 
Gray, Grimes, Hill, Meusebach, Parker, Potter, Reaves, Scott, 
Taylor, Truit, Williams and Wilson— 18, 

Nays—Mr, Burk—1. 

Abill te authorize the county courtof Comal county to levy 
aspecial tax; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Meusebach, the rule was suspended, bill 
read second time and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to amend an act to create the county of Hidalgo; read 
first time. 

On motion of Mr. Duggan, the rale was suspended, bill read 
second time and referred to the committee on Counties and Coun- 
ty Boundaries. : 

A bill to authorize the issuance of Duplicate certificates by the 
Auditor and Comptroller of the State of Texas: read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Gray, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time and referred ¿ò the committee on Public Debt. 

A bill to incorporate and establish Saint Patl’s College; read 
frst time, i 

On motion of Mr. Gray, the rale was suspended, and bill read 
Second time. CA 

On motion of Mr, Wilson, the bill was amended by striking 
out the 13th section. ‘The bill was then passed to a third reading. 


K 
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On motion of Mr. Gray, the rule was further suspended bill 
road third time and passed unanimously. 

Mr. Wilson introduced a bill relating to the elaims of certain 
eyeditors of the late Republic of Texas; read first time, 

Gn motion of Mr. Day, the Senate adjourned until 16 o’elock 
io-Morrow moming. 


SATURDAY, January 29, 1853, 

The Senate was called to order by the President, pursuant to 
adjournment—Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Baker—ro}l called—quo- 
rom present, 

The Journal of yesterday was read and adopted, 

Mr. Gray presented the petition of Stephen Richardson ° refer- 
red to the committee on Public Debt. ~ 

Mr. Reaves, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported the following bills correctly engrossed, viz : 

A, bill toamegd an act tò incorporate the Brazos and Colorado 
railroad company ; R 

A bill to incorporate Cold Spring Female Academy ; 

A bill to incorporate the town of Seguin, Guadalupe county ; 


And A bill making appropriations for the improvement of the 
rivers of the State. 


Mr. Scott, from the committee on Engrossed Bills, reported as ` 


correctly engrossed, a bill to incorporate the town of Mount 
Pleasant in Titus county, anda bili for the relief of Calvin 
Boals, 

Mr. Gray, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary 
reported back a bill to authorize the county court of Comal 
county to levy and collect a special tax, and recommended its 
passage. . 

Mr. Gray, from the same committee, reported back a bill rela- 
ting to the fiscal affairs of the late Republic of Texas, and 
recommended its passage with the following amendment, strike 
out the 9th section. ‘ 

Mr. Gray, chairman of the commitfee on the Judiciary, made 
the following report: 

‘The committee on the Judiciary having considered an act to 
incorporate the town of Indianola, recommended its passage 
with the following amendment: ede 

Sc. 2. That the boundary of said city, and the limits within 
which said corporation shall exercise jurisdiction, shall begin 0° 


` 
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the north, at the mouth of White’s Bayou; thence down Matagorda 
Bay so as to include the harbor in front of Powder Horn Bayou ; 
thence with said Bayou and lake to a point one mile iu a straight 
line south-west from the said Bay of Matagorda; thence in a 
straight line toa point one mile due sonth-west from the month 
of White’s Bayou ; thénce to the said place of begining; provided, 
that whenever the proper courts of law shall decide that the 
titles of Benito Morales and Juan Cano, are valid ones, all the 
lands within their original grants which by this act are placed or 
described within the limits of said corporation, shall be consid- 
ered as stricken out therefrom, and altogether exempted from the 
provisions of this charter.” 

Add to end of section fifteen : 

Provided, that none of stich assessments or sales or other 
action of the said corporation shall ever be made to affect in any 
manner whatever the rights or titles of those persons who may 
hold lots or lands within the said corporation, under mesne cone 
veyances from Juan Cano, or Benito Morales, made in virtue of 
grants respectively issued to the said Cano and Morales by the 
State of Coahuila and Texas, and that nothing contained herein 
shall be so construed as a recognition of title in said Cano or 
Morales, or their assigns. 

‘Mr. Wilson reported back to the Senate and recommended the 
passage of a bill repealing the second section of an act passed on 
the 10th day of February, 1852, changing the names ot 
Antoinette Scott and Sidney Way, to that of Devereux. 

Mr. Williams, chairman of the committee on Internal Improve- 
ments, reported back a bill to incorporate the Liberty and Nacog- 
doches Railroad company, and recommended ifs passage. ; 

Mr. Bogart, chairman of the committee on Counties and County 
Boundaries, made the following report: 

The committee on Counties and County > 
was referred a bill creating Hill county, have considered the 


same, and have also examined the merits of the bill creating the 
county of Knox. They find that there are conflicting claims 
- stice as near as the committee 


embraced in the two bills—to do ju l h 
are enabled, recommend the accompanying amendment to the 
bill creating Hill county. Substitute for section first: ito 
That all the territory comprised in the following limits, to wit B 
beginning on the south-west line of Bilis county, at ey south 
miles from its west corner ; thence south 30 east with the on > 
west line of said Ellis county, to its south-west Corner ; enes 
south 30 east tó the north line of Limestone county ; hence Wr 
the lines of Limestone and MeLennan counties, to the norta- 


S 


Boundaries to which 
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east corner of said McLennan county, thence south 60 wes 
crossiug the Brazos river to the main Bosque; thence up the 
‘main and north Bosque to a point south 60 west from the place 
of beginning, be, and the same is hereby constituted a new coun. 
ty, by the name and style of the county of Hill. 
Additional section : a 
Secrion 6; That all that territory situated north of the onn- 
ty hereby created, and which was heretofore included within the 
limits of Navarro county, be attached to and froma pait of the 
territorial limits of the said new county ; and for all county and 


general purposes shall form a part of the same, after the organi- 


gation of the same and the location of theseat of Justice thereof 

Mr. Bogart, chairman of the committee on Counties and 
County Boundaries, reported back a bill to amend an act to 
create the county of Hidalgo, and recommended its passage, 

Mr. Armstrong, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, 
to which was referred the petition of the assignees of Calvin 
Lynch, reported, 

A bill for the relief of the owners of the third league of land 
lyingin the Montgonery land district, patented by the Republic 
of ‘Texas to the heirs af Calvin Lynch, deceased, upon the head- 
right third leigne of land previously granted to Augustus 
Hotchkiss; read first time. 


Mr. Taylor, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, reported back to the Senate the petitions of Julia Friley 
and S. M. Parsons, and.asked to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the same. 

Mr. Williams made the following report: 


The committee on Internal Improvements have had under 
consideration a bill to incorporate the Colorado Valley Rail- 
road company, and find the same drawn in strict accordance 
with the varions acts passed by the last Legislature, incorpora- 
ting railroad companies, except as to name and location, and can 
see no reason why the good citizens in the Colorado Valley 
should not be allawed the privilege of constructing railroads as 
well as those in other sections of the State. A majority of the 
committee, therefore, instruct me to report the bill back to the 
Senate and recommend its passage. 


Mr. Williams, chairman of the committee on Internal Im- 
provements, to which was referred a bill relating to the Galves- 


ton and Red river railway company, reported a substitute therefor 
and recommended its passage. 


Mr. Williams, from the same committee, reported back to the 
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Sonate and recommended the passage of a bill to incorporate the 
Paris and Pine Bluf ‘Turnpike company. 

Mr. Williams, chairman of the committee on Internal Improve- 
ments, to which was referred the petition of the citizens of 
Brownsville, reported a bill to incorporate the Brownsville and 
Rio Grande railroad company; read first time. 

Mr, Williams, from the same committee, reported back a bill to 
incorporate the Texas Central Railroal Company, with amend- 
ments, and recommended their adoption and the passage of the 
bill. 

Mr, Bigelow, from the committee on the Judiciary, to which 
was referred a bill for the investigation and determination of 
deve league land claims in Robertson and Burnet’s Colonies, 
reported the same back and recommended its indefinite postpone- 
Ment, - 

Mr, Armstrong, chairman of the committee on Publice Lands, 
towhich was referred a bill to limit the boards of land commis- 
sioners, and more clearly to define their duties, reported the same 
back and recommended its passage with the followiug amend- 
ment: add to the end of section third: 

And the boards af land commissioners, before issuing any such 
Unconditional certificate, shall cause public notice to be given at 
the expense of the claimant, setting forth the object of the appli- 


egtion of the claimant. 
Mr. Wilson, from the Judiciary, reported 
A bill to provide for making deductions from the salaries of 
Disrict Judges and District Attorneys, who thay neglect the par 


formance of their duties; read first time. 
Mr. Parker introduced a bill for the relief of James Smith ; 


fead first time, d 
On motion of Mr.. Parker, the rule was suspended, bill rea 
second time, and referred to the commiitee on Public Debt. 


Mr. Armstrong offered the following resolution oer 
e Judiciary be instructed, 


Resolved, That the committee on th Commissioner on the 
to engnire into t essity of appointing a Commission 
q o the necessity ot app Mexico and procure the 


part of the St: Pavas. to proceed to Mex 
e State of Texas, to | hat government, 


originals or copies of the original archives of t 
i g rocure all the laws 


In relation to land titles in Texas; also, to A 
relating to Texas which are not included in our presen{ A 
tion of the laws of the State of Coahuila and Tegas, an 


‘aid committee report by bill or Do 
r. Gray offered the following resolution « ee 
Resolved, That on each day bills shall be taken up 18 the 


following order : 
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Ist, bills on 3rd reading; 2nd, bilis from the House on 2nd reng- 
ing; 3rd, Senate bills ón the 2nd reading: Ath, bills on Ist 
reading. 

On motion of Mr. Gray, the rule was suspended, and resolution 
adopted. 

Mr. Davis presented the following report from the Commis- 
sioners for the erection of a State Capitol, which was read and 
referred to the select committee on Capitol. 

[Report not in manuseript furnished the printer.] 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. ‘ 

A bill to incorporate the towr of Seguin, in Guadalupe county; 
1ead third time and passed unanimously. 

A bill for the relief of Calvin Boals; read third time and 
passed. 

A bill making appropriations to defray the expenses of the 
volunteers called into the service of the State for the protection 
of the frontier; read third time. 

On motion of Mr. Potter, the vote which adopted the amend- 
ment, striking out the words “ His Excellency,” wherever they 
occur, was reconsidered, and bill passed by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messis. Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Dancy, Davis, 
Day, Duggan, Ford, Gray, Kinney, Meussbach, Potter, Scott, 
Truit, Williams and Wilson—16- 

Nayrs—Messrs. Burks, Grimes, Hill, Miler, Parker, Reavgs . 
and Taylor—7, 

The report of the committee on the Judiciary, on a bill to pre- 
vent stallions from running at large, recommending that the bill 
be laid upon the table; report rejected. 

Un motion of Mr. Dancy, the bill was amended by adding 
after the word “stallions,” the words “and Jacks.” 

_ Mr. Bigelow offered the following amendinent: insert “except- 
ing that portion of the State west of the Nueces fiver, from the 
provisions of the bill ;” adopted and bill ordered to be engrossed. 
_ A Dill for the relief of théheirs of Stacy Daily; read second 
time and ordered to be engrossed. j i 
_A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed the following bills, viz : 

A bill amending the 16th section of an act to provide for the 
assessment and collection of Taxes, approved 11th Feb’ry, 1850; 

A bill to authorize the payment by the Treasurer of the State, 
the amount allowed by a certificate of the Auditor and Comp- 
troller therein named ; 

A bill to define the time of holding the District Courts in the 
Tenth Judicial District ; 
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A bill to incorporate the town of Mount Vernon, in Titus 
county ; . 

A bill for the relief of the inhabitants of Presidio de San 
Elizario, in EI Paso county ; ; 

Abill to define the time of holding the District Court of the 
13th Judicial District; also, that the House had adopted the fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Resolved, The House of Representatives, with the concur- 
yence of the Senate, will adjourn sine die on Monday 7th 
February, 1853. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the resolution relative to adjournment 
was taken up. 

Mr. Taylor moved to amend the resolution ty striking out 
“Monday 7th,” and inserting “ Wednesday 2nd;” rejected by 
the following vote : 

Yeas—Messts. Armstrong, Bogart, Burks, Duggan, Hart, 
Reaves, Scott and Taylor—s8. 

Navs—Messrs. Bigelow, Dancy, Davis, Day, Ford, Gray, 
Grimes, Hill, Kinney, Meusebach, Miller, Parker, Potter, Truit, 
Williams and Wilson—16, ; 

Mr. Parker moved to lay the resolution on the table, until 
Monday next; lost; the resolution was then adopted. 

A bill making appropriations for the improvement of the 
tivers of the State; read third time. 

Mr. Hill offered the following amendment asa substitute for 
the caption : 

An act to encourage the creation of an enormous State debt, 
and increase to an unknown extent direct taxation ; rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Bogart, a call of the Senate was made, and 
Sergeant at-arms despatched after absent members. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the call was suspended. The bill 
was then passed by the following vote : 

Yeas—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Dancy, Davis, Day, Dug- 
gan, Ford, Kianey, Meusebach, Miller, Parker, Potter, Scott, 


Taylor, Tenit, Williams and Wilson—17. 
Nays— Messrs. Armstrong, Burks, Gray, Grimes, Hart, Hill 


and Reaves—7. 
On motion of Mr. Dancy, Mr. Potter was added to the com- 
Mitteeon Internal Improvements. 
On motion of Mr. Bigelow, Mr. Grimes was added to the select 
committee on Capitol building. d until th 
On motion of Mr. Scott, the Senate adjournea until three 
velock P, M. 
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Tarse O’ctocr, P. M, 
Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 


Mr. Potter made the following report: 


The committee on the Judiciaty have examined the resolution 
in relation to * amending the amendments to the constitution, so 
as to grant power or authority to the Governor of the State to 
fill any vacancy in the office of District Judge,” &e., and think 
an amendment of the constitution in order to authorize the Goy- 
ernor to fill vacancies in certain cases proper and neéessary, and 
the committee have directed me to report the accompauying joing 
resolution and recommend its passage. 

Joint resolution proposing an amendment to the constitution ; 
read first time, 

Mr. Reaves introduced a bill to fix the mileage’and per diem 
pay of the members of the Legislature; read first time. 

Mer. Dancy made the fotowing report: 

SENATE Chamber, January 28, 1853. 

Mr. President: A majority of the committee on Internal Im- 
provements instruct me to report the joint resolution proposing 
amendments to the constitution, in relation to Internal Improve- 
ments by the State, back to the Senate and recommend the 
passage thereof. 

It is not necessary now to enter into a labored argument to 
prove that it is better for the State to carry on a comprehensive 
system of Internal Improvements, which will extend its benefits 
to all parts of our State, than to donate to chartered companies a 
sufficient amount of land to construct twice as many miles of 
railroad as will be constructed under the donation system. We 
willingly admit that it would be better to donate lauds and loan 
money to obtain railroads, than to do without them; but we do 
not hesitate to give to State works a decided preference over those 
by private companies. In any state of the case, the State should 
proceed to construct the great trunk roads which would exercise 
a controlling influence over all ofhers, and more especially that 
road which is destined to connect the ports of the Atlantie and 
Pacific, and become the great channel for the travel and com 
merce of the eastern and western hemispheres. ’ 

The fifty millions of acres of land, which will be set apart if 
the constitution is amended as proposed, it is believed will yield 
more than a hundred millions of dollars to the State, at the low- 
est calculation. The State, then, has every thing to gaia and 
nothing to lose by sucha policy. ‘I'here can be mo good reason 
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to refuse to submit the question to the people. Having fall eon- 
fidence in the good sense and honesty of the people of Texas, 
we are willing to abide by their decision, After the people have 
determined which they consider the better policy by a vote, the 
Legislature will be able to proceed to carry out that policy with- 
out any doubt about the wishes of the pgople. 

The system of finance proposed in the amendment to the 
constitution, will doubtless enable the State to procure money at 
five per cent. per annum, while individuals associated in com- 
panies, will have to pay eight per cent. per annum, which would 
make a difference in the amount that companies would have to 
pay for money in forty years of 12t) per cente thus the cost of 
construction would be much in favor of the State, without taking 
into consideration the fact that the public domain and the lands 
owned, by the people of Texas, would, by a judicious system 
of Internal Improvements, be increased in value more than five 
hundred millions of do!lars, The election of the Internal Im- 
provement Commissioners by the people, would give us men of 
ability and integrity to superiatend over State works. We do 
not believe that the pablic mind will be at rest until the people 
decide by a direct vote which system they prefer. Let us then 
submit the question to them, and after a full and fair discussion, 
they will be able to decide the matter definitely. When this 
question is settled by the people, the energies of the State will 
be directed to carrying out that system which is most acceptable 
to the country. Although we believe it is best for the State to 
construct her works of futernal Improvements; if the people 
decide otherwise, we are willing to unite in carrying out the next, 
best system that can be devised. Itis evident that the State 
must either construct her Internal Improvements as State works 
owned wholly by the State, or that she must aid chartered com- 
panies by donations in land and loans of money, if we expect to 
carry ont any system which is calculated to benefit the present 
generation, If we take it for granted that two thousand miles of 
railroads can, be constructed by-either plan in the next ten years 
from the first of January 1854, let us enquire what will be the 
condition of Texas if we should adopt the State system, and 
what would probably be the state of affairs under the company 
system, ‘The State now proposes to grant lo companies 5,120 

ile of railroad completed in the State ; 
acres of land for every mile of railroa p ay: 
for 2000 miles this donation would amount to 10 millions 240 
thousand acres of land, and it is reasonable to suppose that this 
wotild be selected {rom the best lands belonging tothe State. 
This land at the end of ten years with 2,000 miles of railro ad 
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completed, at a very moderate caleulation-would be worth four 
dollars per acre as an average price. Much of it would be worth 
from 10 to 50 dollars per acre. ‘This would amount to 49 py. 
lions 900 thousand dollars donated by the State to construct 29 
millions of dollars worth of railroads, Companies would thus 
pocket 2U millions as clear profit after paying the entire cost of 
constructing their railroads, all of which might be saved by the 
State to be appropriated to Internal Improvements, 

Let us suppose, on the contrary, that the State should levy a tax 
of ten cents upon every hundred dollars worth of property in 
the State for ten years to carry on the State system proposed, 
what would be the result? Atthe end of ten years we wonld 
have paid but one per cent. upon our property for Internal Im- 
provements, (a sum which is paid in some States as tax in one 
year,) and the property of every citizen would be increased in 
value at least one hundred per cent. by the internal Improve. 
ments, which would return us one hundred dollars for every 
dollar paid by us as an Internal Improvement tax. In addition 
to this, the balance of the 50 millions of acres of land proposed 
to be set apart, would doubtless bring two dollars an acre, which 
wouid amount to the sum of 79 millions 420 thousand dollars; a 
sum sufficient to construct seven thousand miles more of rail- 
roads, The rapacity of private companies is manifested already 
by a desire to procure 10,240 acres of land for every mile of 
railroad completed by them which shall be reserved for them 
immediately. This would no doubt result in the end like our 
colony contracts, the State would lose her lands by the combined 
inflnence of the companies and settlers holding under them, and 
the doctrine of vested rights, whether the roads were completed 
or not, In presenting our views to the. Senate, we wish it nn- 
derstood that we are not so wedded to our own opinions that we 
would oppose any other system than the State system. But we 
have felt it our duty to advocate that system which we believe 

-best calculated to advance the prosperity of onr State. Ifthe 
people decide against us, although we may not be convinced, we 
will willingly submit to the deliberately expressed opinion of the 
people, which, whether right or wrong, will always command our 
respectful consideration. We have presented the matter 1m a 
light the most unfavorable to the State. We have no doubt that 
the $3,500,000 now at the disposition of the State, would com- 
plete a line of railroad from the coast to the public domain, which 
would enable the State to complete a system of railroads which 
would extend to every county in the State without borrowing à 
dollar, JON W. DANCY, one of the committee. 
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tionable, without regard to the feasibility of the plan proposed. 
Supposing it good policy, and allowing that it would yield one 
hundred millions in the future, still the question recurs, is it a 
feasible project, even with the aid of taxation at the rate of ten. 
cents on the hundred dollars of taxable property? ‘The interest 
on the-Joans must be punctually paid, and capitalists must be 
assured by Some positive and tangible evidence that it will be 
promptly paid before they will embark in any investment, This 
is evident, for the great value of a Joan, and‘a main point with 
a capitalist in loaning his money is not only the security of the 
principal, but the punctual payment of the interest, Now the 
taxable property’ of the people of Texas, according to the last 
report of the Comptroller, was about fifty millions of dollars. A 
taxof ten cents on the $100 of that property would yield a 
revenue of fifty thousand dollars for payment of interest. The 
tax. therefore would yield (if taxable property did not increase in 
value} only an amount to pay interest on æ loan of one million 
dollars, at five per cent., while the report requires twenty millions 
dollars loan for 2,000 miles of road, the interest on whieh at fve 
percent. would be one million dollars; so that the tax revenue 
for interest would fall short $950,000 annually. Every 
capitalist would clearly see that he had no prospect of payment 
of his.interest on that security—but that in reality a tax of two 
per cent., or two- dollars on every hundred of taxable property, 
would be necessary, which-the people would not grant. Taking, 
however, the vast increase of taxable property at the extravagant 
tate as set forth with “unbridled fancy” in the report itself, at 
fve hundred millions dollars in ten years, (which includes public 
domain as well as taxable property,) we should then get a revenue 
at the-end of ten years, of five hundred thousand dollars, to pay 
the interests on loans; but the interest on a twenty million doj- 
laisloan required by the report, at five per centum per annum, 
would bejust one million of dollars—so that the proposed tax 
would fall short one half of the necessary am nh 
000 annually. Capitalists can easily see this to be the a 
at theend of ten years after the 2,000 miles road is complet, 
and the increased. value of State and citizens’ property 2as -a 
place, to its fullest extent, according even to tne report ; a 
they will also see that their interest would not then be paid, aa 
theloan would be a bad investment, and they would ce hen ae 
Where the interest for the first ten years would come ie 
fore the taxable property and public domein inclusive uld not 
ully appreciated in value. This increase certainly we 
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be a sudden leap in the first year of the “ comprehensive 
tem,” from fifty millions to five hundred millions dollars, 

But it must be borne in mind that the estimate in the report of 
taxable property and its increase is not even to the amount stated 
above. The value of five hundred millions includes both taya. 
ble property and public domain. The report says that the tax 
of ten cents per hundred dollars, would amount in ten years to 
one per cent, and that the “ property of each citizen (taxable 
property) would be increased in value at least one hundred per 
cent., by Internal Improvements, which would return us one 
hundred dollars for every dollar paid.” Now the taxable pro- 
perty is as before stated fifty millions; the increase then in ten 
years at the rate assumed of one hundred per cent., would make 
itone hundred millions, from which the interest on the road 
loans must be raised. ‘The tax proposed would yield only 
$200,000 or $800,000 annually, less than the annual inter- 
est on the twenty millions loan, at five per cent, Now 
where would even this amount come from before the expected 
increase of taxable property took place. ‘The first ten years 
interest would fall still shorter, and these things capitalists would 
see into, and would not credit the State. ? 


The money now in our Treasury has not been taken into the 
estimate here, but if it be applied to aid in payment of the annual 
deficit of interest, and the estimate of a deficit each year of 
eight hundred thousand dollars be correct, then the whole fund 
in the Treasury, say three millions five hundred thousand dol- 
lars, would be entirely exhausted in five years or less, So that 
it appears ¿hať fund, together with the enormous inerease of 
taxable property would fail to secure the prompt payment of 
interest on thé loans, after that time. 

Nor has any estimate been included of the net receipts from 
the use of the roads, because it is believed that but little would 
remain after the expense of superintendence, repairs, &¢., Were 
paid, because they are entirely speculative at best, and because t 
can be shown by the experience of other States, that these 
receipts or profits have not generally exceeded the cost of re 
pairs, superintendence, é&c., when owned and managed by the 
Siate, even in those where the travel and transportation 1s vastly 
greater than can be expected in Texas for many years to come. 

Furthermore, can it be reasonably expected that any capitalist 
will loan Texas or any other State an amount of money equal 
to forty per cent. on Her actual and ostensible taxable wealth? 
Can such an investment be deemed a safe one, as a leah? 
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twenty millions dollars to a State, whose taxable property is only 
fifty millions dollars by her own publi¢ reports, even upon the 
ledge of fifty millions acres of domain? Can this reasonably be 
expected by us, when we know that our State credit, however 
unjustly, is below par with the money Kings and Shylocks of 
Wall street and Downing street? They will say to us, first pay 
your public debt at its face value; do away with this scaling sys- 
tam of yours, and then perhaps we will loan you what you may 
reasonably expect On your papers! Perhaps we should in a short 
time behold the strange phenomenon of a Leopard changing his 
spots, a rabid scaling-system man converted by the “ comprehen- 
sive system” of State works into a pay-at-par advocate of foreign 
Shylocks and speculators; language with which we have all 
become familiar from often repetition. If we could secure a 
credit even under such circumstances, it would never be in con- 
sequence of a plan adopted on a report which sneers at vested 
vights,and applauds impliedly a course which will be regarded 
by the world as a breach of public faith. Such a course can 
never establish the credit of a State to the extent of twenty mil- 
lions of dollars at least, in a foreign market, where money 
brokers, Shylocks and speculators are said to reign supreme. 
Nor is it desirable. that Texas should ever again.put herself 
under their control or infiuence, by first-hawking her bonds 
among them, beseeching them to negotiate, and then afterwards - 
have to quarrel with them over the doctrine of vested rights. 

If it then appears that the State cannot establish a credit suti- 
cient to procure the amount of money necessary to make our 
improvements, and that it would not be desirable to do so, if she 
eould—the question next recurs, what course is best to be pursued 
tomake them? In my opinion there is no other course than to 
encourage private companies, and to invite foreign capital 
through them, either by well guarded charters or incorporations 
under general laws, or both. Such companies can negotiate 
leans where the State cannot, and on much better terms. It is 
Notitue as stated in the majority report that they cannot procure 
loans at so low an interest as the State. Nor is if correct that 
the cost of construction by them is greater than by the State, 
and her agents and contractors. 

ived by the people in the 


_ The same advantages will be der 1 
increase of the value of their property, and also of the publio 
domain, and in facility of travel, by the building 2,000 ce or 
any other amount, as would be from an equal amount by the 
State. But the report speaks of the “rapacily of private bably 
panies” of the loss of domain donated to them, and that probably 
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the value so lost will be equal to twenty millions, 16 forgets to 
state that the alternate sections of public domain reserved to the 
State will be increased at least one hundred per cent, that being 
the rate of increase assumed in the report ; it forgets to state that 
the law requires the domain donated to be sold in six, eight, ten 
and twelve years from the date of grant to other parties, so as tg 
prevent its accumulation in the hands of companies ; it forgets to 
State that these lands are at once liable to taxation, so that the 
State will derive a revenue from them, and that it will be the 
interest of the companies to settle them so as to sell at good 
prices in the time allowed by law for sale, and it also omits the 
fact that the State in no event can lose by these companies move 
than the land donated, which must be forever a source of revenue 
by taxation, while if she undertakes the work herself, she em. 
barks in aspeculation which wil! lead to far greater expenditures 
than is now proposed or expected atthe beginning. ‘The report 
in speaking of the “rapaeity of private companies,” omits the 
important fact that they will be partly composed of our own 
citizens, and that such companies are rarely popular with the 
people or the Legislature, so that it is not likely they could ever 


.wnduly influence the government more than contractors on pub- 


lic works under the State plan, aud the very important fact is 
also omitted, that whenever a private company becomes obnos 
ious to the public good, by extortion in its rates of charges, or 
becoming in effect a monopoly, then the power is vested inthe 
Legislature by our constitution to repeal the charter on paying 
for the franchise. This is a great safety-valve from danger under 
the plan of works by private companies, but it is improbable tt 
would ever be called into use, because such companies operate as 
a check upon each other. If no exclusive privileges are granted 
them, as there need not be, then competition will regulate prices 
and fair Management on every line worth preserving. 


1 donot by any means contend that there are no evils attend- 
ant on works of any kind by private companies, all human insti- 
tutions are liable to be perverted from their true design for good 
so as to promote evil ; hence the greater necessity for care and 
caniion in creating them and in afterwards governing then by 
law. But the question is not whether there are no evils under 
the private company or individual enterprise plan, but whether 
greater evils attend them than under a state system. 

What is the voice of history acd of experience? In Masse 
chussetts, where as large an amount of improvements have beor 
constructed’as anywhere in propotion to her population ant 
extent, and to the results of which in favor of such works, We 
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nie so-often pointed, Ae State never owned an inch of railway, 
or had any interest in the works except by donations or loans at 
different times, to the amount of some six millions of dollars. 
She has over 1200 miles of road constructed, and by companies; 
and her taxable property increased in ten years from abont 
298,000,000 to about $500,000,000 or forty per cent.; which 
of course includes the natural growth and increase of the 
State without regard to the effect of the.roads on its prosperity. 
The same picture, though nottoso great an extent, may be 
drawn of the works of Connecticut, all built by private come - 
panies, aided by the State ; and yet we hear of no outery there 
on account of the “ rapacity.” , 

In Illinois, where the State system was adopted and vast im- 
provements commenced directly by her, a debt by loan was con- 
tracted. What was the result? Not a single line of work was 
entirely finished, the money all expended and thestate bankrupted. 
in discussing the question whether a certain line recently begun 
there should be carried on by the State or a private company, the 
railroad Journal, a prominent and reliable authority on all- matters 
connected with railways and their history in the United States, 
thus speaks. “Any attempt to defeat the project would only 
recoil with double force on ihe heads of its authors, It is doubt- 
ful whether any attempt will be made to stop it. The courts of 
the State cannot interfere, as we understand it; neither do we 
believe the State will attempt itin her sovereign capacity. It 
would be too monstrous an act of folly and injustice to be 
thought of fora moment. The ‘State policy’ is dead, The 
people of Illinois have had enongh of it. Itis an absurdity upon 
which has been sacrificed twelve or fifteen millions dollars, 
which has brought with it repudiation, disgrace and a loss of 
credit, from which the State will syffer an additional loss of mil- 
lions more, Ilinois railroad securities will not bringso much 
by ten percent. as equally good ones, owing in a great measure 
to the results of her ‘State policy? ” 

Michigan projected a system of imp 
637 miles of railway, 231 miles of canal, an 
navigation. Of these roads two were to run parallel t0 Co 
across Her noble Peninsula, connecting Lake} Erie with ee 
Michigan. The most northerly of these was called the ae 
road, and was to connect Detrait with St. Joseph's, The other 
called the southern, was to tun from Monroe to Lake rane A 
For the construction of these works mainly, the State aa 
bonds for a loan of five millions from the United pee a 

he first instalment was paid and the bank failed, leaving 


rovements, embracing 
d 321 miles of river 
rallel to each other 
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State bankrupt with her two roads partly built, and of little 
value. Now what is there to prevent similar results to thege yy 
"Texas, if she borrows money and embarks on her own responsi. 
bility in speculation based on borrowed capital ? 

T'he precise state of the case in Ohio, where a similar system 
was adopted, I have not the data at hand to make an expose, but 
it is certain that great evils have resulted, and a most proficate 
expenditure of public money, leaving the State largely involved 
in debt, with not near the amount of works that the expenditure 
should have produced. The Secretary of State of Ohio thus 
speaks on the subject of the comparative advantage of worksby 
the State or private companies : 

“Tn earlier times when our State engaged in making Intemal 
Improvements, it was not known whether the experiment would 
succeed ; in fact, the investment was regarded as hazardous, and 
capitalists could not be induced to engage in the enterpris 
But you will see by our present constitution that our State shall 
hereafter never become a joint owner or stockholder in any com- 
pany or association in this State or elsewhere, formed pfor any 
purpose whatever; and even the propriety of selling out the 
State’s interest in all our public works is now being discussed, 
With us all improvements are left where they rightfully should 
be, viz: where capital seeks investment. ‘The system is found 
to work well. Althongh labor costs much more than it did when 
the State was engaged in the work; the advancement in the way 
of railroads, plank roads, &c., was never so rapid as at this time, 
Haperience shows undoubtedly, that the State ought not to 
engage in those works; for itis found, that while they are sel 
dom advantageous to a State, they rarely fail to be profitable to 
private capitalists. Ít is well known that governments always 
_ pay More for services and labor than companies and individuals, 

and hence it is that ¿f railroads, plank roads, &c., are found pro: 
fitable to States, they will always be found more profitable to 
companies and individuals. If then proper laws are enacted by 4 
State, capital will not be wanting at this day to make those im 
provements.. The provision in our constitution already mei- 
tioned, is almost universally believed to-be a wise one.” 


I present a statement of the condition of things in Pennsyl- 
vania under the State system, well prepared by a citizen of that 
State, whose position as an officer of government, and whos? 
connection with the public works there, entitles i¢ to grem 
authority and reliance. He says of Pennsylvania: 

“ At an early period in the history of the State, when the col 
dition of things were, perhaps, not dissimilar to that which 
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existsin Texas, when capital was in demand, the want of fon- 
nage improvements much felt, and individual means and confi- 
dence scarcely adequate to the emergency, the matter was 
broached of making the State adopt a genera! system of Internal 
. Improvements, that is, embark in the construction of canals and 
railroads. Considerable agitation of the question followed, 
resuiting in the adoption of the improvement policy by the State. 
Numerous lines of improvements were speedily projected, the 
consttuction of which by the State were warmly urged by the 
respective local interests; legislative enactments followed each 
other in rapid successiofi, authorizing their construction and ap- 
propriating the necessary funds. Loan after loan rendered 
necessary by extravagant expenditure was negotiated, and the 
work went “bravely on,” until in the year 1845 the State was 
involved in an indebtedness of over forty millions dollars!” Of 
this amount about two millions was invested in stock of zurnnéie 
companies, some forty in number, which have yielded litle or 
no interest to the State, while most of the principal isa total loss. 
_ “The general management and supervision of the several 
Improvements owned by the State, are under the immediate con- 
ttol of a board of three individuals elected by the people, 
one annually for three years. They make reports to each ses- 
sion of the Legislature of the business done on the several lines 
in detail. All the receipts are paid by the collectors directly into 
the State Treasury, and no money can be expended, not even for 
current necessary business, unless appropriated by law. A great 
multiplicity of enactments have been passed within the last few 
Yeats, increasing accountability of public officers, and with the 
view of simplifying the system and reducing expenditures. 
_ Some lines of our improvements have been highly produc- 
live, yet in the aggregate they have not; neither will they, I 
apprehend, indemnify the State for the expenditure of their con- 
struction, Some of the lines have been deprived of their ton- 
nage by private companies who have become the successful 
competitors of the State. , : 
“Pennsylvania owns and has in actual operation -6523 mules 
of canal and railway, and 943 miles of canal (the north Pena 
in course of construction, the actual consiructeve cost o re 
has been a fraction over twenty millions of dollars. m ee 
receipts last year from these sources, were $1,793,624 ; t i Si 
Just closing will net the State one million beyond current exper 
Ses. The main lines of our public improvements, it of all re 
denied, have been highly productive, perhaps, in veto theit re- 
unfavorable circumstances and influences operating to P 
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judice, and perhaps the most serious cause of regret, orowine gu 
of ihe system, is to be found in the fact, that sectional inflnences 
too often were powerful enough to induce the undertaking of 
works that could never become of public utility or profit, and which 
after large sums had been expanded, were finally abandoned 
altogether, or else resigned at a sacrifice to the hands of subse- 
quent private corporators. 


s With the exception of the completion of the north branek 
canal, the State has ceased fora long time to embark directly 
herself in any new improvements; and confides it to pritae 
companies. To avoid time and expense‘of legislation, in charg 
ering railroad companies, and for manufacturing purposes, gons 
eral laws have been provided.” 

« With the experience of the improvement system in Peansy. 
vania, her tax paying citizens could not warmly urge tho 
adoption of a similar policy upon a sister State, especially if it ba 
not more successful than here, financially considered. 

“ Charter under proper restrictions, improvement companies, 
én localities where they are needed, and if necessary to ensue 
confidence and success of construction, lend the aid of the State 
to a reasonable and limited extent, donate your surplus lands, if 
you have any, or ask Congress for grants to aid; but whatever 
you do, make not the State bear the burthen and responsibility. 
Improvements owned by the State will, from the nature of things, 
be mainly confided to the hands of politicians, a class of peopie 
known to be generally poor business men, and but poorly cempe- 
tent for superior management to private companies, Ox 
improvements have made hundreds of speculators wealthy ; but 
it has been done at the cost of the tax payers, as an indebtedness 
of forty millions too well testifies. The ingenuity of our people 
and tax payers is now brought into most painful activity to 
. devise means of reducing the debt, and relieving us from the evils 
inflicted in time past.” 

The State of New York and her systém of works have been 
often referred to as a model system; and comparisons are cont 
nually made of the superior cheapness of transportation undar 
a State system, over that by companies, based on the reports 
relating to the public works of New York. New strange to siy, 
the only kinds of work owned by that State ave canals, transporti- 
tion on which is always less than by land conveyance. Not a 
mile of railway is owned by that State entirely. She 3s a stock: 
holder in them, but does not own a mile solely, and so of cours? 
does not regulate the price. All calculations therefore based 02 
State reports of public works owned by New York are likely © 
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lead to error, and if the reports of her companies who own the 
entire railway property there does show greater cheapness of 
transport than elsewhere, then the proof is in favor of private 
companies. But what is the State of things in New York, as 
also Pennsylvania, in regard to the State cusals owned by her? 
Extravagance, profiigacy and corruption; produced by local inter- 
ests and influences of public contractors, are rile throughout the 
State. Politicians make tlie State works the stalking horse on 
which to .ride into power. The control of them is an object 
sought for with avidity by each political party, because of the 
infiuence they give in State elections, and the opportunity afforded 
to greedy and base servants to enrich themselves at the expense 
of the State. At each State election the canal works are made 
the turning point of the contest. The office of canal commis- 
sioner is regardad as the chief gain of party, and that party 
which triumphs in this election universally carries ‘the State. - 
Every year evidences of corruption by the party in power are 
exposed to the people as a reason of changing rulers, and at 
each change the same scenes are re-enacted, Thus politicians and 
speculators gain power and wealth at the cost of the State and 
her tax paying people. No longer than two years ago a scene of 
corruption was exhibited to the world by New York, at which 
even Texas, with ali her sins upon her head, stood abashed. It 
was in the letting of contracts for the enlargement of the Erie 
canal, Favoritism and peculation were the governing principles, 
and had those contracts been carried out, the Sixte would have 
been invelved in a debt of millions, with a certainty of incrgesed 
taxation, and great uncertainty of a corresponding benefit. For- 
tunately the constitution of that State had a restraining clause, 

and the Judiciary, by sustaining the constitution and declaring 
the laws authorizing these contracts null and void, delivered the 

State from the evils apprehended, and exposed the shame ana 
disgrace of those who participated in them. The same sort oi 

scenes, though not to the same extent, are often exihibited in 

Pennsylvania. 

K is hoped that Texas will profit by the experience of a 
sisters, avoid the rock on which they were wrecked, and not ae 
like the man who preferred to experience the awful e = 
drunkenness in his own person, instead of being warned yt ir 
example of others. We shall thus escape the horors oi ee 
and local conflicts, and the corrupt indiuences of 2 n o 
of money and power, controlled by politicians and pubie ser 
tractors. P piect 10 

As to submitting the proposed amendment and the subjes? -~ 
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the vole of the people, no representative in this free count, 
desires (0 act contrary to their will. They are entitled to be 
consulted in every case where their opinions have not been fally 
manifested. Thisit is believed has been done, The ak 
subject has been discussed and canvassed for years past, ang 
popular expressions enough made by the press; meetings and 
conventions, to indicate that immediate action in come safe and 
prudent mode js desired. The country demands action, and no 
other prompt and efficient mode can be now adopted, except by 
loans or donations to private companies. ‘The State plan, com- 
monly known in Texas as the “ Galveston plan,” has been, most 
diligently urged on the people, and has met with no favorable 
response, except in two localities, where meetings were got up 
for the purpose tinder favorable. circumstances, and it is believed 
that even there the popular will is opposed to it. Certain it is 
that the largest meetings and conventions throughout the State 
have repudiated it. Asan example, take the adoption of the 
following report to the convention at Austin in September, 1852: 

Hon. Jon W. Dancy, chairman of the committee on Routes 
and ‘Ways and Means, then made the following report: 


“Cirry or Austin, September 6, 1852. 


“The committee on Routes and Ways and Means, to which 
were referred a resolution making it their duty to report a gen- 
eral plan of railroads for the State of Texas; a resolution 
making it their duty to report upon the best means of perfecting 
the Railroad System recommended, and also a resolution recom- 
mending the construction of a railroad from the Opelousas aud 
Orleans Railroad at the Sabine through the City of Austin, have 
considered the resolutions and directed me to make the following 
report . 

te There is such an extent of territory, as well as such a diversity 
of interests in Texas, that no general plan of railroads could be 
adopted by the State embracing less than three thousand miles, 
at a cost of not less than thirty millions of dollars. It 1s neces 
sary that several lines of railroad should pass from tide-water ot 
our gulf coast in a north-easterly, nortuerly and north-westery 
direction through the interior of our State, to give our citizens à 
communication with our seaboard. Itis also necessary that to 
or three routes should pass across our State from the easter 
boundary tothe Rio Grande in a westerly and south-westerly 
direction, to connect the prairie region with the timbered region 
and unite all parts of the State by the golden cords of interes 
and to enable us to meet the railroads coming out from how 
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Orleans, and those coming from the various cities on the Atlantic 
seaboard and crossing the Mississippi at Vicksburg and Memphis. 
This would enable us to concentrate the travel anda large por- 
tion of the most valuable trade of the two hemispheres upon our 
central trunk leading by way of El Paso to the Pacific. No 
arguments are necessary to convince the people of Texas of the 
importance of these routes. 2 

“Texas has not the money at her disposal to construct the roads 
mentioned, nor do we believe the people could be induced to 
alter the constitution and levy a tax to pay the interest on an 
amount sufficient to complete the roads. ‘The committee feel it 
to be their duty to recommend a plan which will do the most 
good in the shortest time. : 

“The State should leave it to the companies which have been 
and may be chartered by our Legislature, to select their routes 
and construct their roads where they are willing to invest their 
money, and should extend the same aid to all companies, seen- 
ting the State against loss by a lien upon the road and the land 
donated. In order to give inducements to capitalists and citizens 
to invest their money, the committee recommend the passage of 
a general railroad charter law, with such restrictions as the wis- 
dom of the Legislature may deem proper. Itis also recom- 
mended that the State set apart three millions of dollars of 
United States 5 per cent. bonds as an Internal Improvement 
fund to be loaned to railroad companies as follows: Whenever 
a section of five or ten miles of railroad may be completed in a 
good and substantial manner, the State shall loan one-third of the 
cost of construction to the company at five per cent. interest for 
anumber of years, to be specified, taking a lien upon the road 
and land donated to secure the payment ot the interest and prin- 
cipal of theloan. One half of this amount of three millions 
shall be set apart for railroads in the western, and the other wal 

'~tailroads in the eastern congressional district, If any rait- 
road costs more than twelve thousand dollars to the mile, then 
the State should loan four thousand dollars to fhe -company for 
each mile of the section costing an average of that. much or 


more to the mile. 

“The committee furtherrecommend that the State donate to - 
vailroad companies not less than eight sections of land, for tls 
mile of road constructed with good substantial T or sirloin 
and regard it as important that a uniform width of ma 3 Gace 
be established for the State, so that the cars aa es cnn 
might pass to any portion of the State where her rallroad sy 
may be completed. 
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“The State of Texas has ample means to chequer the Stag 
with railroads if she is guided by wise legislation. The thre 
millions of dollars when loaned will ‘give hirth to nine millions 
of dollars worth of railroads, which amount loaned may then 
be collected and reloaned to ‘other companies, “and produce pine 
millions of dollars worth of railroads more, all of which may bo 
done in less than twenty years by prudent legislation. In addi. 
tion the committee recommend that the public domain be set 
apart for purposes’ of Internal Improvement, after satisfyine 
outstanding claims, to prevent that extravagant and reckless 
legislation with regard to our public lands which has character. 
ized our legislation for several years. 


“These lands will give us a sufficient fund to complete anr own 
State system of railroads and te extend sufficient aid to the great 
Atlantic and Pacific Railway to complete it across the continent, 
Much might be written on this subject alone, but it is not deemed 
necessary mow to argue the matter to the people of Texas, 

“The committee recommend the passage of a law authorizing 
any county in the State, by a vote of two-thirds of the voters of 
such county, to levy atax for railroad purnoses of not more than 
$ of 1 per cent. per annum on every hundred dollars worth of 
property, and-lo subscribe the amount so raised as stock in any 
railroad company the connty may wish to aid. A law should 
also be passed giving to incorporated towns and cities the same - 
privilege. i l 

‘Ts is also recommended that the Islands on our coast be sold 
as soon as it may be expedient and that the proceeds be set aput 
as an Internal Improvement fund to be loaned to railroad com- 
panies as directed heretofore. The resolution with regard to 
connecting the city of Austin with the Orleans and Opelousas 
road is one that is of deep importance to Texas, when we refed 
that it would nog only give usa good market for all our products, 
but place the seat of Government of Texas within twenty-four 
hours of the first-southern city in the United States, and in m 
mediate contact with more than twenty thousand miles of inland 
navigation, con.®ining every variety of soil, climate and prodne- 
tion in the temperate zone. ; 

“Tt is believed that the charters granted by the Legislature, 
with slight amendments, could be made to answer the wants of 
the country, but the committee believe that a general charter 
law for railroads, and a general loan law would give more gem 
eral sa&sfaction, without interfering with the rights of any 
companies already formed. "The committee believe that Gatves- 
ton is the best port in our State, and that it should be the radiating 
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point for our railroads, although we look with deep interest to 
connections with New Orleans, Vicksburg and Memphis. The 
connection between the prairie and timbered portions of Texas 
is of the greatest importance to every part of the State, as it will 
prevent a division, and give us that importance to which our 
territory, wealth and population will entitle us when our railroads 
shall make us the very first State of the American confederacy.” 
Concurring in the general sentiments and plan set forth in this 
report, but not in all its details, and believing that the people are 
fully satisfied on the general policy te be pursued, and also that 
their demands are urgent for prompt action, I dissent from the 
report of the majority. ; P. W. GRAY, 
One of the committee. 
We concur in the above report, JAMES DAVIS, 
One of the committee. 
STEPHEN REAVES, 
à SAMUEL BOGART, 


-A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed a bill concerning offences committed 
by negroes, which originated in the Senate with amendments ; 
also, that the House had passed the following bills, viz: 

A bill to incorporate the Marshall Railroad company; and, | 
_ A bill to authorize Steplien P. Holingsworth and his associates 
40 construct a bridge across the Sabine river. i 

On motion of Mr. Potter, a bill concerning offences committed 
by negroes, with amendments from the House, was taken up, and 


amendments adopted. ae : T i 
A bill supplementary to an act relating to lands in Peters 


Colony, approved February 10, 1852. 
On ie of Mr. Day, mide the special order for Tuesday, 11 


o'clock. 
A bill to prevenit Stallions and Jacks from running at large; 


read third timeand passed. ty” hird 
A bill for the relief of the heirs of Stacy Daily; read thir 


. 


ume and passed. a AM 

__ A bill supplementary to an act regulating . fees of office; re 

‘nird time and passed by the following vote: ks, Da 
Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, a ae : A 

pe Hill, Meusebach, Potter, Reaves, Scott, Taylor, 4 ruts 
illiams and Wilson—15. : 
Navs—Messrs. Dancy, Davis, Duggan, Gray m i 
PERA for the relief of William €. Howth; read th 

and passed. Seek : sa y 
The report of the committee on Finanee on the petition of Mr. 
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Giraud, asking to be discharged from the further consideration of 
the same. 

On motion of Mr. Meusebach, the petition was re-referred top 
spscial committee. 

Messrs. Meusebach, Dancy, Williams, Day and Duggan were 
appointed said committee. 


The report of the committee on Education on the petition of 
sundry citizens praying an appropriation for the convent of the 
order of the Sisters of the Ursuline Order, asking that it be refer. 
red to the committee on State Affairs, was read and adopted, 

A bill to create the county of Groce ; read second time. 

Mr. Gray offered the following amendment : 

Tn section 1, strike out the following words: “ thence to the 
north-west corner of the Hamlin survey, thence to the south 
corner of the same.” 

Mr. Armstrong offered the following amendment: 

Amend by inserting after the words “Brazos river to the 
mouth,” te the mouth of Beason’s creek ; thence east with the 
north line of Austin county to the head of Pond creek; thence 
to the head of Spring creek, and with the south line of Grimes 
county, down Spring to the place of beginning ;” adopted and 
bill ordered to be engrossed. i 

Mr. Armstrong moved to suspend the rule; lost. 

Joint resolution proposing an amendment to the constitution ; 
read second time and ordered to be engrossed. 

Resolution instructing the committee on the Judiciary to report 
a bill prohibiting District Judges from striking practicing Attor- 
neys from the roll for contempt of court, &e.; read and adopted. 

A bill for the relief of the proprietors of the town of Salaria; 
read second time and ordered to be engrossed. ` 
_ A bill forthe relief of the heirs of Eli W. Lawler, deceased; 
read second time and ordered to be engrossed. , . 

A bill authorizing Bartlett Sims to raise «<x ion therein 
named and locate the same on any vaeant land; read second 
time, and ordered to be engrossed by the folowing vote: 

¥mas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bogart, Ford, Grimes, Hilt, Meuse- 
bach, Parker, Potter, Scott, Truit, Williams and Wilson—12. 

Navs— Messrs, Dancy, Davis, Duggan, Gray, Hart, Miller and 
Taylor—7. . l 

A bill for the relief of Alexander McKenzie; read second 
time and ordered to be engrossed. ee 

The report of the committee on the Militia, on the petition 0: 
David Cook, asking that the petition be referred to the committe? 
on Public Debt, was read and laid on the table. f 
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The report of the committee on State Affairs on the petition of 
citizens of Guadalupe county asking permission for negro Danjel 
to remain in the State, reporting unfavorably thereon, was read 
and adapted. 

The report of the committee on Claims and Accounts on the 
petition of A. Morgan, read and laid on the table. 

The report of the committee on Biils, granting one-third 
league of land to William Windgate, recommending that no 
action be had thereon ; read and adopted. l 


The report of the committee on State Affairs on the petition of - 


Patrick C. Shannon, asking to be discharged from its further 
consideration ; read and adopted, 

The report of the committee on the Judiciary on a bill con- 
cerning proceedings in county courts pertaining to estates of 
deceased persons, recommending its indifinite postponement, was 
read and adopted. 


A bill to prohibit the depositing of cotton seed outside of | 


enclosurés; read second time and ordered to. be engrossed. 

Joint resolution to provide for amending the 30th section of 
the general provisions of the constitution, together with the 
report of the committee on State Affairs offering amendments 
thereto, was read and amendments adopted. 

_ Mr. Hill offered the following amendment: after “bonds” 
insert “of the State of Texas ;” adopted. ; 

The Joint resolution was then rejected by the following vote : 

Yeas—Messrs, Bigelow, Dancy, Day, Gray, Potter, Reaves, 
Scott, Taylor, ‘Trait, Williams and Wilson—l1I. 

Navs—Messrs, Armstrong, Bogart, Davis, Duggan, Ford, 
Grimes, Hart, Hil!. Meusebach, Miller and Parker-—I1. 

On mation, the Senate adjourned. 


Turspax, February 1, 1853. 
' The Senate was called to order by the President pro tem, 
plrsnant to adjonrnment—prayer by the Rev. Mr. Thomas—roll 
ee quoram present, PEE 
e Journal of yesterday was read an whe , 

r. Taylor presented the petition of sundry A aeg 
the passage of alaw to permit Adam Sheffield to sell gro 
Eo paying license tax ; laid on the table. 

r. Hill made the following report? ` 

The committee on the Public Debt, to whom was ee 
petition of Samuel Swartwaut, of Wiliam E. Maynew, 


\ 
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ander Fisher and William D. Miller, of James Hamilton, of & 
W; Crawford, of Stephen Richardson, of John W. King, of the 
heirs of J. F. Ailey, of John Reid, heir of Walker Reid, find 
that most if not all of these claims possess merit. Should the 
bill which has passed the Senate, extending the time for the pre. 
sentation of claims to the Auditor and Comptroller become a 
law, it will-afford relief in most of these cases, However, did 
time permit, your committee would enter into a thorough inves. 
tigation of all these applications for relief, and endeavor to do 
ample justice to the claimants, but the limited time allowed by 
the resolution for adjournment, adopted by the two housés of the 
Legislature, is wholly insufficient for‘ that investigation’ and 
action, the committee have therefore instructed me to return the 
papers to the Senate, without prejudice (for presentation to’ the 
Auditor and Comptroller, or future Legislation as the case may 
be,) and ask to be discharged from their further consideration. 

Mr. Davis, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, to 
which was referred the petition of the’ Sisters of the Ursuline 
Order, reported the same back and recommended that-no futher 
action be had thereon. p.s , 

Mr. Scott introduced a bill supplementary to an act. to- ineor- 
porate the Texas and’ Louisiana railroad ‘company, approved 
February 14, 1852; read first time =~ - | 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the rale was suspended, bill read 
second time and ordered to be-enprossed,. pirea 

Ori motion of Mr. Scott, the rule’ wás further suspended, bill 
read third time and passed unanimously. - = 

Mr. Reaves moved that a committee of three on the part of 
the Senate be raised to act in junction with a like committee on 
the part of the House, whose duty it shail be to inform the Gov- 
ernor that the two Houses have adopted a resolution to adjourn 
sine die on` Monday the 7th inst.; carried, and Messrs. Reaves, 
Dancy and Wilson were appointed said committee. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill supplementary to an act to incorporate the town of 
Jasper; read second time and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Day; the rule was: suspended, bill reada 
third time and passed. n SE 

Joint resolution proposing amendments to thé constitution; 
read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Gray, made the special 
order of the day for to-morrow at 11 o’clock. f ; 

On motion of Mr. Potter, one hundred copiés of the Joint reso- 
lution was ordered to be printed by the following vote : 


PARSAI EA S 
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- ¥eas—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Dancy, Day, Ford, Gray 
Kinney, Meusebach, Miller, Potter, Truit, Williams and Wilso 
—13, | 
Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Burks, Davis, Grimes, Hart, Hi , 
Parker, Reaves, Scott and T'aylor—10. 
Mr. Reaves, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bi.is, 
reported the following bills and joint resolution correctly engross- 
ed, viz: 
Joint resolution proposing an amendment to the constitution ; 
A bill for the relief of Andrew J. Walker ; 
A biil to incorporate the Trinity Turnpike company + 
A bill for the relief of the heirs of Eli W. Lawler, deceased ; 
A bill to create the county of Groce ; 
A bill to determine what lands have been forfeited. 
On motion of Mr. Potter, joint resolution proposing an amend- 
iment to the constitution was taken up. 
Mr. Dancy offered the following amendment: 
Strike out the words “such office’ in next to last line and 
insert the words “ for the election of State or county officers.” 
The joint resolution was then passed by the following vote: 
Yeas—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Burks, Dancy, Davis, Day, 
Ford, Gray, Grimes, Hart, Hill, Kinney, Miller, Parker, Potter, 
Reaves, Scott, Taylor, Truit, Williams and Wilson—21. 
Nays—Mr. Armstrong—l. 2 
The report of the committee on the Judiciary on a bill to 
create the 13th Judicial District, offering an amendment thereto, 
was read and amendment adopted. 
Mr. Day offered the following amendment: 
Strike out “first Monday of June” and insert from and after 
its passage ;” adopted and bill passed to a third reading by the 
following vote : 
Yras—Messrs. Armstrong, Bogart, Dancy, Davis, Day, Ford, 
` Hart, Hill, Kinney, Potter, Reaves and Wilson—12. 
_ Nays—Messrs. Burks, Gray, Grimes, Miller, Parker, Scott, 

Taylor, Truit and Williams—9. 

Mr. Day moved to suspend the rule ; lost. ; 
fan Duggan was granted leave of absence for the remainder 

of the session. : 

i bill to incorporate oe Academy ; tead second ne 
and ordered to be engrossed. : 

On motion of Me Armstrong, rule was suspended, bill 

read third time and passed unanimously: __ , i 
The report of the committee on the Judiciary on the resolution} 
8 
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t 
instructing the committee to enquire into the expediency of 
amending the tax laws, &c., was read and adopted.’ ; 

A bill to incorporate the Galveston Steam Ferry Freight ‘ang 
Tow Boat company ; read second time. eS 

On motion of Mr. Potter, the bill was amended by striking ont 
“ten” and inserting “ fifteen.” j 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. l 

On motion of Mr. Williams, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed unanimously. 

A bill to amend the road law; read second time and ordered to 
be engrossed. N 

On motion of Mr. Truit, the rule was suspended, bil! read 
third time and passed. l 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Mathew Burnet; read 
second time and ordered to be engrossed by the following vote: 

Yras-—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Day, Ford, Gray, Grimes, 
Hill, Kinney, Meusebach, Parker, Reaves, Scott, Truit, Wil- 
liams and Wilson—15. 
Nays—Messrs. Burks, Dancy, Davis, Hart, Miller and Taylor 
—6. ; 

On motion of Mr, Gray, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. l 

A bill to incorporate ‘the Trinity Turnpike company ; read 
second time. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the bill was amended by adding, and 
that this act shall take effect from and after its. passage. ‘The 
bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 


On motion of Mr. Hill, the rule was suspended, bill read third 
time and passed by a constitutional majority. j 

The report of the committee on the Judiciary on a bill to au- 
thorize parties to land suits to allege and plead any matter of law 
or fact that the republic or State of Texas might do or could 
have done at the time the grant was made. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, the bill and report were laid on the 
table. 

The report of the committee on Private Land Claims on the 
petition of Francis Brichta, was read and adopted. 

The report of the committee on Public Lands on a bill for the 
relief of Joel Pierce ; read and laid on the table. - 

The report of the committee on Public Lands on the petition 
of sundry citizens praying the modification of the boundaries of 
Cook county, &c., recommending that no action be had thereon, 
was read and adopted. ; 

The report of the committee on Finance, on a bill for the 
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relief of Joab B. Harrell, asking to be discharged from its further 
consideration, was read and adopted. 

The report of the committeg on Counties and County Boun- 
daries, on the petition of sundry citizens of Bexar and Goliad 
counties praying for the creation of a new county to be called 
Shackleford, asking to be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the same ; read and adopted. 

_ The report of the committee on Finance on a bill for the relief 
of John ©. Caddell, recommending that no further action be 
had thereon ; read and adopted. l 

A bill for the relief of Andrew J. Walker; read second time 

and ordered to be-engrossed by the following vote: N 

ı Ygas—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Davis, Day, Ford, Gray, 
Grimes, Hart, Hill, Meusebach, Miller, Parker, Potter Reaves, 
Scott, Truit, Williams and Wilson—18. 

Nays—Messrs. ‘Burks, Dancy and 'Taylor—3. 

On motion of Mr, Ford, the rule was suspended, bill read third 
time and passed. 

A bill relating to the claims of certain creditors of the late 
Republic of Texas; -read second time. 

Mr. Dancy moved to refer the bill to the committee on Finance; 
lost by the following vote: 

Yras—Messr's. Armstrong, Burks, Dancy, Davis, Hart, Meuse- 
bach, Reaves, Scott and Taylor—9. l 

Nays—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Day, Ford, Gray, Grimes, 
Hill, Kinney, Miller, Parker, Potter, Trait and Wilson—13. 

Mr. Dancy moved a.call of the Senate.’ ' 

Rol} called. All the Senators who haye beet in attendance 
during the session, except such as have been excused from futher 


attendance, answered to their names. : 
Mr. Dancy moved that Senator Doane be sent for, The Pre- 
sident pro żem. decided that Mr. Doane was not amenable to the 
call, not having been in attendance during the Session. From 
this decision Mr. Dancy appealed. Pending the appeal, Mr. 
Parker moved that Senator Bore be excused from attendance 
during the present séssion ; carried. o. 
Mre ‘Dancy appealed from the decision of the chair that sane : 
tor Doane could be excused during a call of the Senate. e 
chair decided that the Senate was full and the call i te 
suspended ; from this latter decision Mr. Dancy appealed. e 


Senate sustained the decision of the President. : 
The bill was then ordered to be engrossed by the following 


vote: F , 
mes 
Yeas —Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Day, Ford, Gray, Grimes, 


Liz 


Hil, Kinney, Miller, Parker, Potter, Truit, Williams and Wilson 
Nays— Messrs. Armstrong, Burks, Dancy, Davis Hart; Menge- 
bach and Scott—7. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned until 3 o'clock P, M, 

Tares O’cxock, P, M, 

Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed the following bills, viz: 

A bill relative to certain special liabilities reported by the 
Auditor and Comptroller and confirmed by the Legislature ; 

A bill to give certain civil and criminal jurisdiction to the 

‘Mayor of the town of Washington ; and, l 

A bill to incorporate the Victoria and Indianola Plank and 
Turnpike company. 

A bill supplementary toan act relating to lands in Peters’ 
Colony, approved February 10, 1852; read third time and passed 
by the following vote: 

Ygas—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Gray, Hart, Hill, Meusebach 
Potter, Scott, Taylor, Truit and Wilson—11. 

Navs— Messrs. Armstrong, Dancy, Davis, Day, Grimes, Mil- 
ler and Parker—7, ‘ 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the vote which laid on the table the 
report and bill for the relief of Joel Pierce, was reconsidered and 
bill ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Bigelow, the motion to reconsider the vote 
which rejected a bill for the relief of Richard Hooper was taken 
up. The Senate refused to reconsider the vote by the following 
vote: 

Ysas—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Day, Ford, Hill, Parker, 
Potter, Scott, Truit and Wilson—10. 

Nayvs—Messrs. Armstrong, Dancy, Davis, Gray, Grimes, Hart, 
Meusebach, Miller, Reaves, Taylor and Williams—1i1. 

On motion of Mr. Bigelow, a bill for the benefit of the heirsof 
H. P. Chamberlain, deceased, was taken up and read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Bigelow, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time aud passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Miller, the rule was further suspended, bill 
read third time and passed. 

_ On motion of Mr. Scott, a bill supplementary to an act grant 
ing to settlers on public domain pre-emption privileges, was 
taken up and read first time. 
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On motion of Mr. Reaves, the rule was suspended, and ‘bill 
read second time, and on motion of Mr. Gray, referred to the 
committee on Public Lands, 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, a bill to incorporate the town of 
Indianola was taken up, together with the report of the commit- 
tee on the Judiciary; read and amendments offered by the 
committee adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time arid passed. 

On motion of Mr, Hart, a bill to anthorize the issuance of 
Duplicate Certificates of the Auditor and Comptroller of the 
State of Texas, was taken up and read second time. l 

Mr. Potter offered the following amendment : 


Add to Ist section, “and in the event of the loss of a certifi- 7 


eate of public debt for the payment of which no appropriation 
has been made, the Auditor and Comptroller are hereby authori- 
zed to issue a duplicate upon the party claiming, filing the same 
proof and security as required by this act, to be filed with the 
Trersurer and complying with all the provisions of this act, 
which duplicates when so issued shall have all the force and 
effect of the original ;” adopted. 

Mr. Wilson offered the following amendment : 

Strike out the caption and insert: “ An act relating to lost 
certificates of Public debt of the late Republic of Texas ;” adopt- 
ed, and bill passed to a third reading by the following vote : 

Yeas —Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Davis, Ford, Gray, Grimes, 
Hart, Hill, Kinney, Meusebach, Miller, Parker, Potter, Scott, 
Taylor, Truit, Williams and Wilson—18. 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Burks, Dancy, Day and Reaves 


On motion of Mr. Hart, the rule was suspended, bill read third 
time and passed. oe 

A bill relating to the Galveston and Red river railway com- 
pany, together with the report of the committee on Internal 
improvements, offering a substitute therefor, was read and substi- 
tute adopted, 

Mr. Miller offered the following amendment: _ 

Strike ont all after the word “same” in 14th line from the 
bottom; adopted by the following vote: , 

Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Burks, Dancy, pon 
Ford, Grimes, Hill, Meusebach, Miller, Parker, Reaves, Scott, 
Taylor, Truit, Williams and Wilson—17. 


Navs—Messts. Bogart, Day, Gray and Kinney—4. 
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On motion of Mr. Gray, the bill was amended by stiiking out 
the third section. ‘Che bill was then ordered to be engrossed, 

On motion of Mr. Gray, the rule was suspended, bili read third 
time and passed by an unanimous vote. 

A bill to incorporate the Central Railroad Company, togethei 
with the report of the cominittee on Internal Improvements, offer- 
ing amendments thereto was read, amendments adopted and bill 
ordered to be engrossed, 

On motion of Mr. Reaves, the rule was. suspended, bill read 
third time and passed by the following vate: 

Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Burke, Daney, 
Davis, Ford, Grimes, Hill, Kinney, Meusebach, Milley, Parker, 
Reaves, Scott, Trait, Williams and Wilson—18, 

Nay—Mr. Taylor—I, i 

A bill to create the county of Hill, together with the report of 
the committee on Counties and County Boundaries, offeri ing an 
amendment thereto, was read. 

On motien of Mr. Miller, the Senate adjourned until Woe 
to-morrow morning. 


Wepxrspay, February 2, 1853, 


The Senate was called to order by the President 4 pro tin 
prayer by the Rev, Mr. Thomas-—zoll called-—qnortim present, 

The Journal of yesterday was read and adopted. . 

Mr. Reaves, chairman of the committee on E ngrossed Bills, 
reported the following bils correctly engrossed: 

A bill to amend an act entitled “ an act'to incorporate the 
Galveston Steam Ferry Freight and Tow Boat company ; 

A. bill supplementary to “an act to incor porate the town of 
Jasper, 

A pill to amend the second section of “an act amending ai 
act authorizing and requiring the céunty courts to -regulate 
roads : 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Mathew Burnett; 

Abillto prohibit the depositing of cotton sced outside of 
enclosures ; 

A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to “an avi to 
incorporate the Texas and Louisiana Railroad, company, p- 
proved February 14th, 1852 3” 

A bill for-the relief of tlie proprietors s of the town of Salutis; 

A bill to authorize. Bartlett Sims to raise a location therein 
named, and locate the same upon any vacant land ; 
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Abil for the relief of Alexander Mchenzic; . 
_ A bill to incorporate Wood -Lawr Academy ; and, 

A bill sipplementary to the act to establish the Galveston 
aad Red. River Railway company ;' 

A bill relating to the dlaims of the late Republic of Texas; 

A bill to incorporate the town of Indianola; and, 

A pill for the relief of Joel Pierce. 

Mr. Ford introduced a bill to authorize a re-survey of part of 
the tract adjoining the city of Austin ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Ford, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time and referred, together with the petition of sundry 
ätizens of the city of Austin, to the committee on State Affairs. 

Mr. Armstrong made the following report : 

The committee on Public Lands have examined a bill sup- 
plementary to an act granting to settlers ou public domain 
pre-emption privileges, and recommend the passage of the bill 
with the following amendments, viz: l ; 

Tn section i, 4th line, strike ont “ or may hereafter avail 
themselves +” also, strike out in the Sth line “by the first day 
of January, 1854.” 

In Sth section 3rd line, strike ont “to said Olerk,” and 
insert “ to the county court.” 

Mr. Gray made the following report: 


To the President of the Senate: a es 
The committee on the Judiciary have considered a resolution 

of the Senate instructing them “te report a bill, prohibiting 

District Judges from striking practicing Attorneys from the 


rolls for contempt of court, and defining what shall be sniticient 


cause therefor,” “por od billto be. entitled an 
se therefor,” and report the enclos ae 


act to amend the 9th and 10th sections of an act to reg 
‘the license and practice of Attorneys and Counsellors ai ie = 
approved May 12th,.1846. In the opinion of the commiany 
the present provisions of the law to be found in said Fade to 
the act to organize district courts, do not allow alee an 
suike an Attorney from the rolls for ordinary vias se 
court; butit may not be improper.to make tae law gariem 
cific and definite. . It is difficult to define what me es nudge” 
constitute a case of contempt which should amo Tt 
to exercise so high a power, while there may ae tion of & 
should never be left wholly to the arbitrary sate a orary 
Judge, who may like other men be inflaene e p uS sufi- 
passion and prejudice to do an act of injustice. ly of moment 
cient to demand the exercise of such power 18 oe 


Nene 
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enough to require an investigation and trial by motion as in 
like cases. The bill reported is designed to effect this object 
and at the same time to preserve a wholesome check on Attor. 
neys who may be guilty of contempts involving malpractice 
and dishonorable conduct. P. W. GRAY, Chairman, 


A bill to amend the 9th and 10th sections of an act to reon- 
late the license and practice of Attorneys and Counsellors at 
Law, approved May 12, 1846; read first time, and on motion 
of Mr. Gray, the rule was suspended, bill read second time 
and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, the rule was further suspended, 
bill read third time and passed. 

Mr. Wilson made the following report: 

The committee on Internal Improvements to whom were 
referred bills to incorporate the Jefferson and Western Plank 
Road company, and Jefferson and Tyler Plank Road company, 
- have considered the same, anda majority thereof instruct me 
to report the same back and recommend the passage with the 
following amendments : 

Strike out “ four sections,” wherever they occur and insert 
“ two sections.” 

Strike out “five miles” in 8th section and insert “ twenty 
miles.” 7 

Mr. Potter introduced a bill for the relief of the creditors of 
the German Emigration Company ; read first time. 

Mr. Dancy introduced a bill to repeal an act concerning the 
archives of the Legislature ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time, and on motion of Mr. Ford, referred to the com 
mittee on State Affairs. ; 

Mr. Williams introduced a bill to incorporate the Virginia 
Point and Austin Railway Company ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, the rule was suspended, bill 
read second time and referred tothe committee on Intemal 
Improvements. ' 

On motion of Mr. Potter, a bill to incorporate the Galveston, 
Houston and Henderson Railroad Company, was taken up and 
read first time. , 

On motion of Mr. Potter, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time and referred to the committee on Internal Improve: 
ments. , 

On motion of Mr. Bigelow, a bill to erect the counties of 
Cameron, Hidalgo, Starr, Nueces, San Patricio, Webb, Pres 
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committee have not time to bestow that investigation on those 
pititions that their importance demand, they have therefore 
instructed mé to report the same back to the Senate and ask to 
be discharged from the further consideration of the same. 
| SAM. BOGART, Chairman. 

Mr. Parker, chairman of the committee on Claims and 
Accounts reported back a bill for the relief of the heirs of L. 
Gilbert, and recommended its passage. 

On motion of Mr. Day, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time and passed to a third reading. i 

On motion of Mr. Day, the rule was further suspendéd, bill 
read third time and passed. 

Mr. Dancy, from the committee on Internal Improvements, 
made the following report: 

The committee on Internal Improvements, efter considering 
a resolution referred to the committee, making it their duty to 
enquire into the expediency of ‘reporting a system of Internal 
Improvements, either by the State or by chartered companies, 
instruct me in addition to the report heretofore made, to report 
ageneral charter law for the organization of companies, for 
works of public improvement and utility, and recommend ‘its 

assage. 

j A Dill for the organization of corporations for works of public 
improvement and utility; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time. 

Mr. Hill moved that the bill be laid on the table, and that 
100 copies be printed. ae 

On motion of Mr. Grimes, the question was divided, and 
motion to print, as also the motion to lay on the table, was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Reaves, the bill was suspended and made 
the special order for three o’clock to-day. i 

A message was received from the House informing the Senate 
that the House had passed the following bills, viz: 


À bill supplementary to an act to provide for the: ereghon OF 
a State Capitol, approved February 14, 1852; ife Rail- 
A bill to establish the New Orleans, Texas ai On g- 
road Company, for the extension of the New T i 
lousas and Great Western Railroad, through Texas; thet the 
A bill for the relief of John Sise and others T a “ c Dill 
House had concurred in the amendments of the Senate "hortze 
to create the 13th Judicial District, and to 2 bill odio and 
the issuance of duplicate certificates of the Auditor 2 
Comptroller of the State of Texas. 


T 
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Mr. Gray introduced a bill to give the right -of appeal in 
habeas corpus ; read first time. i 
On motion of Mr. Gray, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time and. ordered. to be engrossed. - 
. On motion of Mr. Potter, the rule was further suspended 
bill read third time and passed. ` 
Mr. Bigelow introduced joint resolution instrueting the 
Senators and requesting the Representatives from Texas in the 
Congress of the United States, to use their efforts for the in- 
crease of the army; read frst time. 
On motion of Mr. Bigelow, the rule was suspended, joint 
resolution read second time and ordered to be engrossed, 
On motion of Mr. Bigelow, the rule was further suspended, 
resolution read third time and passed. 
Mr. Reaves, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported the following bills correctly engrossed, viz: l 
A bill to incorporate the Colorado Valley Railroad Com- 
pany, ° 
A. bill to incorporate the Liberty and Nacogdoches Railroad 
Company; 
A billto give the right of appealin cases on habeas corpus ; 
Joint resolution instructing the Senators and requesting the 
Representatives from Texasin Congress of the United States, 
to use their efforts for the increase of the army ; 
The Senate’s amendments to the House bill defining thetime 
of holding the District Court in the 3rd Judicial District; and, 
A bill to incorporate Paris and Pine Bluff Turnpike Com- 
pany. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A. bill to incorporate the Galveston, Houston and Henderson 
eae Company; read second time and passed toa third 
reading. 

On A of Mr. Potter, the rale was suspended bill read 
third time and passed unanimously. , 

A. bill to establish the New Orleans, Texas and Pacific Ral- 
road Company, for the extension of the New Orleans, Opelov- 
sas and Great Western Railroad through Texas ; read first 
time. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time, and, on motion of Mr. Wilson, referred to the 
committee on Internal Improvements. ; 

A bill to provide for a Geological Survey aud examination of 
the State, together with the report of the committee on State 
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Affaire, offering an amendment thereto, was read, amendment 
adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

My, Gray moved a suspension of the rule; lost. 

A vill to incorporate the Virginia Point and Austin Railroad 
company, together with the report of the committee on Inter- 
nal Improvements, offering an amendment thereto, was read, 
amendment adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, the rule was suspexided, bill read 
third time and passed by the following vote: 

Yuis—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Burks, Dancy, Davis, Day, 
Ford, Hill, Meusebach, Miller, Parker, Reaves, Scott, Truit, 
Williams and Wilson—16. 

Navs—Messrs. Armstrong, Gray, Grimes and Taylor—é. 

A bill for the relief of the creditors of the German Emigra- 
tion Company; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. 
Reaves, referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to enable Henry F. Fisher and Burchard Miller to 
perfect titles to the lands for which certificates have been issued 
to them within the limits of Fisher and Miller’s Colony grant, 
read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Reaves, referred to 
the committee on the Judiciary. 

Joint resolution requiring a ju : b 
validity of certain land certificates therein mentioned, issued 
to Henry É, Fisher and Burchard Miller; read second time, 

-and, on motion of Mr. Meusebach, referred to the committee 


on the Judiciary. 
A bill relative to certain special liabilities reported by the 
Auditor and Comptroller and confirmed by the Legisiatare; 
read second time. li 
Dake Miler moved to refer the bill to the committee on Public 
ebt; lost. ent 
The bill was then passed to a third reading by the following 
Yole: 
Yzss—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Davis, Day, F ord, Grey, 
Grimes, Hill, Kinney, Potter, Taylor, Trait, Wiliems and 


dicial investigation into the 


Wilson—i4. 
x ° 2 on £3 o y 
z Nays—Miessrs, Armstrong, Burks, Dancy, Miller, Parker, | 
eaves | 
ation, the Bes antil three o’elock P. M. 


On motion, the Senate adjourned 
Tarun O'cLook P. M. 


Senate met—roll called—quoram. presen es informing the — 


A message was received from the 
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Senate that the House had passed a bill for the relief of John 
White, which originated in the Senate. 

Mr. Potter, chairman of the Special committee, to which 
was referred the memorial of the trustees, representatives and 
ereditors of the German Emigration Company, reported the 
same back to the Senate and recommended that it be refered 
to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Armstrong, chairman of the committee on Public Lends, 
reported back a bill authorizing the issuing of duplicate lod 
warrants, discharges and headrights, on certain conditions, and 
providing for the loss of land scrip, and recommended its pas- 


gage. 

A bill for the organization of corporations for works of public 
improvement and utility; read. 

Mr. Davis offered the following amendment : 

Strike out section 8th and insert as follows ; 

‘Snorion 8. That every stockholder in any corporation 
originated under this act shall be held liable and responsible 
for all of the contracts and debts of such corporation ;” rejected 
by the following vote: 


Yras—Messrs. Armstrong, Davis and Parker—3. 


Nays—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Dancy, Day, Gray, Grimes, 
Hill, Miller, Potter, Reaves, Scott, Taylor, Truit, Williams and 
‘Wilson—15. 

The bill. was then ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed by the following vote: 

Yzas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Dancy, Day, 
Ford, Gray, Miller, Parker, Potter, Reaves, Scott, Taylor 
Truit, Williams and Wilson—16. 

Nays—Messrs. Davis, Grimes and Hill—3. 

A bill to -authorize the payment by the Treasurer of the 
State the amount allowed by a certificate of tlie Auditor ani 
Comptroller therein named; read second time. 

On motion of Mr. Gray, the caption of the bill was amended 
so as to read as follows: 

s‘ An act to authorize the payment by the Treasurer of the 
State, the amount allowed by a certificate of the Auditor ant 
Comptroller, No. 1,008, second class, issued to Flemming i 
Wells, deceased, on the 30th day of April, 1851 ;” adoptet 
and bill rejected by the following vote: a 

Yuas—Miessrs. Bogart, Dancy, Davis, Day, Ford, Gray ® 
Hill—*. 


197 


Mavs—Messrs, Armstrong, Burks, Grimes, Miller Parker, 
Potter, Reaves, Scott, Taylor, Truit and Williams—-1f.. 

A bill to.regulate the election of District Surveyors ; read sec- 
ond time. 

Mr, Hill offered the following amendment: ' 

In ist section, strike out the words “the county from which 
the land district takes its name,” and insert “the county iz 
which the land office for such district shall be logated ;” reject- 
ed, and bill passed to a third reading, l 

On motion, of Mr. Armstrong, the rule wag suspended, biH 
read third time and passed. 

A bill supplementary to an act to restore lands sold for , 
taxes and purchased by the State, to the former owners, ap- 
proved January 28, 1852; read sdécond time and passed to & 
third reading. ; 

On motion of Mr. Day, the rule’ was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. chats 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the vote which rejected joint reso- 
lation concerning the public archives of Bexar county, was 
reconsidered and joint resolution passed by the following vote: 

Yisas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Davis, Ford, 
Gray, Meusebach, Parker, Potter, Scott, Truit and Wilgon—12. 

Nayvs—Messrs. Burke, Dancy, Day, Grimes, Hill, Miller, 
Reaves, Taylor and Williams—9. ere 

A bill for the relief of Sarah Slay; read third time and pas- 
sed. 

A bill concerning writs of error ; read second time. 

Mr. Potter offered the following amendment: 

Amend by adding sections 15 and 16. ofer- 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the bill and amendment were reter 
red to the committee on the Judiciary. ‘offs 7 

A bill for the relief of John Conner, a Delawate Chief; 3 
second time and ordered to be engrossed. 4. bill read 
Pei motion of Mr. Ford, the rule was suspended, DHA 2" 

ird time and passed. : x 

A bill to sere the 34th and 64th sections of ma 
organize Justices courts, and to define the Pee Saad second 
tion of the.same, approved March 20th, 1848; 7 i 

ime and ordered to be engrossea. 2 : 
A bill supplementary to an act to incorporate tho faxas ae 
mental committee; read second time and orae 
grossed. J} read 
On motion of Mr. Dancy, the rule was suspend ed, bil ro 
third time and passed by @ constitutional majority. 


ead. 
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A message was received from the House informing the 
Senate that the House had passed the following bills, vig: 

A bill to amend an act to incorporate the Henderson and 
Burksville Railroad Company ; 

A bill authorizing the county court of El Paso county to 
appoint the place of holding the District Court in said county, 
and defining the time of holding the District Courts in the 
Lith Judicial District, approved Desember 24th, 1852; also, 
that the House had passed a bill supplementary to an ag 
relating to lands in Peters’ Colony, approved February 10th, 
1852, with amendments. 

On motion of Mr. Bogart, the last mentioned bill was taken 
Wp. : 
itr. Taylor moved the indefinite postponement of the bil, 
lost by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong, Dancy, Davis} Day, Parker, 
Reaves, Scott, Taylor and Truit—9. oe og 5 

Nays—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Ford, Gray, Grimes, Hill, 
Kinney, Meusebach, Miller, Potter, Williams and Wilson—12. 

On motion of Mr. Armstrong, the bill was postponed until 
to-morrow. 

A bill to extend the provisions of an act supplementary to 
an act to secure to the German Emigration company and their 
Colonists the lands to which. they are entitled, aud to adjust 
the liabilities of said company, approved December 2d, 1852; 
laid on the table. 

Mr. Armstrong moved to take up a bill supplementary to an 
act to provide for the erection of a State Capitol, approved 
February 14th, 1852; carried by the following vote ; 

Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Dancy, Davis, Ford, 
Gray, Grimes, Kinney, Meusebach, Potter, Troit, Wiliams 
and Wilson—i%. 

Nays—Messrs. Burks, Day, Hill, Miller, Parker, . Reaves, 
Scott and Taylor—s. 

So the bill was taken up and read first time. 

Mr. Armstrong moved a suspension of the rule; lost. 

A bill to create the sixth Military Division ; read second time 
and ordered to be engrossed. : 

On motion of Mr. Bigelow, the rule was suspended, Lill: 
read third time and passed. 

A bill to encourage the deepening of the Anahuac Pass al 
the mouth of the Trinity river; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Potter, the rule was suspended, bill read 
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second time and -referréd to the ‘committee on Internal Im- 
provements. i L 

A bill for the relief of John Bise and others: read firsttime, 

On motion of Mr. Truit, -the rale was suspended and bill 
read second time. ` ' 

Mr. Wilson offered the following amendment: 

Add to Ist section: “ and to the balance of the human family 
and all the rest of mankind and John Smith, each two leagues 
and labors. l 
Mr. Ford offered the following amendment : 

“To the heirs. of Daniel W. Cloud, 640 acres:” 

“To the heirs of Joseph Bayliss, 640 acres ;” . 

“To the heiss of Peter'J. Baily; 640 acres.” 

Mr. Day offered the following amendment; - 

“To P. H. Peason assignee of David Andrews, one league 


and labor.” 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the bill and amendments were refer- 
red to the committee on Private Land Claims, ~ 

A bill to amend an act authorizing the county court of El 
Paso county, to appoint the place of holding the District 
Courts in said county, and defining the time of holding the 
District Courts in the 11th Judicial Districts, approved Decem- 
ber 24, 1852; read first time. ~ . , 

On motion of Mr. Bigelow, the rule was suspended, bill 
read second time and referred to the committee on the Judi- 
nary. i . 
A Message was received from the House ‘informing the 
Senate that the House had passed a bill making appropriations 
for the improvement of the rivers of the State, and 2 bill to 
incorporate the town of Indianola; which originated in the 

enate, 

On motion, the Senate adjourned until 10 o'clock to-morrow 


morning, 


9 


Saturpay, February 5, 1858. 


he President pro tem. 


The Senate was called to order by fb Rev. Mr. Balser-—roll 


pursuant to adjournment—prayer by th 
called—quorum present. . 
The J ournal of yesterday was read and adop ed., othe 
A message was received from the House, im ore. ah ieh 
Senate that the House had passed the following bi 


originated in the Senate, viz: E 


200 


A bill to incorporate Cold Spring Female Academy.: 
A bill to incorporate Bastrop Academy ; o 
A. bill for the relief of John Conner, a Delaware Chief. 
A bill for the relief of Jim Shaw, a Delaware India: 
A bill to incorporate the town of Seguin in Guadalupe county: 
A bill changing the northern boundary of Williamson county: 
A bill for the relief of the heirs of Stacy Daily; and, ~” 
A. bill to facilitate the operations of persons engaged in the 
United States coast survey in the State of Texas, under certain 
restrictions ; also that the House had passed. a bill supplemen- 
tary to an “act to prohibit Assessors and Collectors of taxes 
from exercising official functions before they are duly quali. 
fied,” approved September 5, 1850; also that the Hone 
concur in Senate’s amendments to the following bills.: 
Joint resolution concerning the public archives of Bexar 
county, 


An act to erect the counties of Cameron, Hidalgo, Star, 
Nueces, San Patricio, Webb and Presidio and El Paso, into 
separate land districts; 

m A Dil relating to the fiscal affairs of the late Republic of 
CXS 5 

An act to incorporate the city of Brownsville: 

An act to create the county of Hill; 

Joint resolution relating to the volunteers called. into the 
service by the Governor ; 

An act to limit the boards of Land Commissioners and more 
clearly to define their duties; : 

A. bill supplementary to an act granting to settlers on public 
domain pre-emption privileges ; l 

Also, concur in Ist, 2d, 8d, 5th, 6th and 7th amendments 
of the Senate toan act to define the times of holding the 
District Courts in the third Judicial District; and refused to 
concur in the 4th amendment; and have appointed a commit- 
tee of Conference, consisting of Messrs. Tarver, Thomson and 
Hamilton. 

Mr. Williams, chairman of the committee on Intemal 
Improvements, to which wes referred a bill to establish the 
New Orleans, Texas and Pacific Railroad company for the 
extension of the New Orleans, Opelousas and Great Western 

"Railroad through Texas; reported the same back to the Senate 
and recommended its passage. ; 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, the rule was suspended, bill taken 
up, read second time and passed to a third reading. 
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On motion of Mr. Williams, the rule was further suspended, 
hill read third time. 

Mr. Gray moved to lay the bill on the table until. three 
o'clock P. M.s lost. 

The bill was then passed by the following vote: _ 

Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bogart, Daney, Davis, Hill, 
Kinney, Miller, Parker, Reaves, Scott, Truit and Williams—12. 

Nays—Messrs. Bigelow, Day, Gray, Grimes, Potter and 
Taylor—é. 

Mr, Armstrong, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, 
reported back a bill for the relief of Ulysses Aiguir and recom- 
mended it to the favorable consideration of the Senate. 

Mr. Gray made the following report: 

The committee on. Enrolled Bills have examined and find the | 
following bills correctly enrolled, viz: 

An act to incorporate the, Andrew Female College; 

An act for the relief of John White; 

An act supplementary to an act to establish the La Salle and 
El Paso Railway Company ; 

And said bills having been signed by the presiding officers 
of each Honse, were this day presented to the Governor for his 
approval, P. W Y, 

ebruary 4th, 1853. One of the committee. 


Mr. Gray, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 


reported back a bill to amend an act authorizing the county 
court of El Paso county to appoint the place of holding the 
District Courts in said county, and defining tlie time of helding 
the District Courts in the 11th Judicial District, approved 
December 24th, 1852, and recommended its passag? 

Mr. Day made the following report: 


Lo the President of the Senate : : have 
Your committee on Printing and Contingent Expenses 2ye 
examined and approved the following accounts, to wi al ro 


To South-Western American for printing, 142 50 
“« State Gazette for printing, 15 00 
“ J, S. Spence for work, 6 37 
“ Sampson and Henricks, l 77 00 


“ S, M. Swenson for merchandize, 

“ E. Raven for taking charge of capitol, under 0 00 
resolution of the Senate atlast session, S9 35 

“S. G. Haynie & Co., for merchandize, 

* Thomas H. Duval for use of room for appor 15 00 

tionment committee under resolution of Senate, 
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To S. R. Eggers for merchandize, . 14 00 
& Dr. Wright for negro hire, 10 00 
“ Joseph H. Burks for negro hire, as porter to 

Senate, 98 75 

** Spence & Freeman for paper, z 4 ir 
“ F, Duffau for merchandize, 69 98 
$644 09 


All of which is respectfully submitted, 
W. S. DAY, 
Chairman Contingent committes. 

Mr. Reaves, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills 
reported the following bills correctly engrossed, viz: 

A bill to create the 6th Military Division ; 

A bill for the organization of corporations for works of public 
improvement and utility; l 

A bill reserving certain territory from location, and setting 
the same aside for Indian purposes for fifteen years. 

Mr. Dancy introduced a joint resolution concerning divine 
services in the penitentiary ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, the rule was suspended, resolution 
read second time and referred to the committee on the Peri- 
tentiary. 

On motion of Mr. Armstrong, a bill to define the times of 
holding courts in the third and thirteenth Judicial Districts 
was taken up, and, on motion of Mr. Armstrong, the Senate 
insisted on their amendments to the same, and asked thata 
committee of Conferrence be appointed thereon; Messrs. Day, 
Armstrong and Gray were appointed said committee. 

Mr. Gray introduced a bill to encourage Internal Improve- 
ments in the State of Texas by donations of land; read first 
time. 

On motion of Mr. Gray, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time; and, on motion of Mr. Day, referred to the com- 
mittee on Internal Improvements. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A message was received from the House, informing the 
Senate that the House had passed a bill to give the right of 
appeal in cases on habeas corpus, which originated in the 
Senate; and a bill originating in the House to define the bow- 
dary line of Bexar, Milam and Fannin Land Districts. , 

A bill supplementary to an act relating to lands in Peters 
Colony, approved February 10, 1853, together with the amend- 


3 
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ments of the’ House thereto, read and amendments adopted by 
the following vote: i 

Yars—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Day, Ford, Gray, Grimes, 
Hill, Miller, Potter, Truit, Williams and Wilson—12. 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Dancy, Davis, Kinney, Parker, 
Scott and Taylor—7. 

A bill to provide for a Geological Survey and examination 
of the State; read third time and passed. 

A bill supplementary to an act authorizing the issuing of 
duplicate land warrants, discharges and headrights on certain 
conditions and providing for the loss of land scrip; read sec- 
ond time and passed to a third reading. : 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the rule was suspended, bill reag 
third time and passed. l i 

Mr. Taylor, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, reported back to the Senate a bill for the relief of Jobn 
Bise and others and recommended that it be referred to the 
committee of the whole; report adopted and Senate went into 


committee of the whole.’ 
The committee arose and reported the bill back to the Senate 


and recommended its passage. ; 
The amendment offered by Mr. Day on yesterday, by insert- 
ing “to P. IT. Pearson, assignee of David Andrews, one league 
and labor of land,” was adopted. 
The amendments offered by Mr. Ford on yesterday were 
adopted. 


Mr. Hill offered the following amendment: ads 
“To the heirs of Shadrack Coody, deceased, for 640 acres oi 


land ;” adopted. ; 
The yeas and nays were called on the amendment offered bj 
Mr. Wilson on yesterday, to add to Ist section “and to ie 
balance of the human family and all the rest of mankind “ol 
7 ohn Smith, each two leagues ånd labors,” and were a8 10% 
OWS: l ‘ 4 
Yeas—Messrs, Burks, Dancy, Taylor and Wilson—=. st 
Navs—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, D OE Day 
Ford, Gray, Grimes, Hill, Kinney, Miller, pa 
Reaves, Scott, Truit and Williams—1?. gollow 
Mr. Gray moved the previous question ; lost by the follow 


lowing vote: Ki 
UA ° f ames, IA- 
Yras— Messrs. Armstrong, Day, Ford, Gray; Caen 
ney and Wailliams—Y7. ; : 
y 1 Hill, Miller, 


Nays— Messrs, Bigelow, Burks, Dancy, Davis, : 
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Parker, Potter, Reaves, Scott, Tayler, Trait and Wilson—ig, 

Mr. Davis offered the following amendment: 

Add, one league of land to the Cold Spring Female insti- 
tute.” 

Mr. Taylor moved to amend the amendment by adding “and 
to Chappelhill College one league of land ;” adopted, and arend. 
ment as amended rejected. 

Mr. Bigelow offered the following amendment: 

“To the heirs of Guadalupe Martinez, formerly a resident 
of Nacogdaches, one league and labor of land;” adopted. 

Mr. Dancy offered the following amendment: 

Add to section ist the words “and to Warren Lyons 4 certi- 
ficate for 320 acres of land to be located upon any of the 


unappropriated public domain, to be surveyed and patented us 
in other cases ;” adopted. 


Mr. Parker offered the following amendment; 

“ To the heirs of Samuel P. Williams for one-third of a league. 
of land; to Daniel Parker one-third of a league of land, 
to which he is entitled as an augmentation;” adopted.. 

Mr. Parker offered the following amendment: 

“To James Crossland 640 acres;” adopted. 

Mr. Potter offered the following amendment : 

Insert at the end of Ist section “to the heirs of Walker 
Reid 1,280 acres of land forjheadright and military services;” 
adopted. 

Mir. Scott offered the following amendment to come in after 
the name of Grace in 1st section: 

“ That the certificate issued to Silas M. Grace, by the board 
of land commissioners in and for the county of Harrison on the 
5th day of June, 1843, for 1,280 acres of land be, and the same 
is hereby confirmed and made good, and that the commissioner 
of the General Landoffice is héreby directed to issue a patent 
to said Grace, on any location which has been or may be made 
by virtue of said certificate, on vacant and unappropriated 
land ;” adopted. 

My. Reaves offered the following amendment: j 

“To the heirs or assigns of Christopher Vandever, deceased, 
a certificate for two-thirds of a league and labor of land by 
virtue of certificate No. 117, second class, issued to him by! a 
board of land commissioners of Montgomery county ;” adoptet. 

Mr. Grimes offered the following amendments: oe 
r = To the heirs of Wesley Fisher, deceased, one league 0 

an. Oe 


205 


“To the heirs of John Norman, deceased, one league and one 
labor;” adopted. 

Mr. Miller offered the following amendment: 

“To William H. Kenneday a certificate for 856 acres of 
land ;” adopted. 

Mr. Dancy offered the following amendment: 

“ And one league and labor of landto Warden Bardin for 
two thousand dollars, lost by him in 1838 by not having hogs 
to eat the acorns on Barton’s creek in Fayette county, Texas.” 

On motion of Myr. Day, indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. Hill offered the following amendment: 

“Amend by changing every certificate required to issue to 
assignees, so as to issue in the name of the original claimant, 
his heirs or assigns;” adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Bigelow, the caption was amended so as 
to read: “a bill for the relief of certain persons therein named.” 

Mr. Armstrong offered the following amendment: 

“To the heirs of Richard Hall one-third league of land ;” 
adopted, and bill passed to.a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Day, the rule was suspended, Dill read 
third time and passed by the following vote: , 

Yeas—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Day, Ford, Grimes, Miller, 
Parker, Reaves, Scott and Truit—10. a 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Burks, Dancy, Davis, Hill, Pot- 
ter, Taylor, Williams and Wilson—9. , 

A message was received from the House, informing the 
Senate that the House had passed the following bills originating 
in that body, viz: pe 

A bill making appropriations for the purposes therein 


named ; istri tsi 
A bill to define the time of holding the District Courts in 
the ni icial District ; 
e ninth Judicial District ; Galveston Bay 


A bill granting the use of certain portions of 
to the Galveston Dry Dock Company : ; ; 
A. bill to incorporate the Memphis, El Paso and Pacific Rail- 
road Company; and ia . 
„A bill o A a the town of San Patricio in Sen Patri 
Clo county. , . i 
Also, that the House had passed the followmg bills which 
Originated in the Senate, viz: , 
A bill to incorporate the Texas Orphan Asylum Sas ee 
Joint resolution proposing an amendment-to i wanton’ fOr 
On motion of Mr. Taylor, a bill making rete ene: 
purposes therein named, was taken up and rea 
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On motion of Mr. Taylor, the rule was suspended, bill reag 
second time and referred to the committee on Finance, 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, a bill to regulate railroad com- 
ets was taken up, read second time and passed to a third 
reading. 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Bigelow, a bili to amend an act authorizing 
the county court of El Paso county to appoint the place of 
holding the District Courts in said county and defining the 
time of holding the District Courts in the eleventh Judicial 
District, approved December 24, 1852, was taken up, read, and 
passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Bigelow, the rule was suspended, bill 
read third time and passed. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned until three o’clock P. M. 


Tares O’Orocx, P. M. 

Senate met—roll called—quoram present. 

A message was received from the House, informing the 
Senate that the Honse had passed a bill supplementary to an 
act to incorporate the Vicksburg and El Paso Railroad Com- 
pany ; and, l 

A bill supplemental to the acts to establish the Galveston 
and Red River Railway Company. 

A bill reserving certain territory from location and setting 
the same aside for Indian purposes for fifteen years ; read third 
time and passed by the following vote : 

Yeras—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Davis, Ford, Grimes, 
Hill, Kinney, Meusebach, Miller and Williams—10. 

Nays—Messrs. Burks, Day, Parker, Potter, Reaves, Scott, 
Taylor and Trnit—S. 

My. Gray made the following report: 

The committee on Enrolled bills find the following bills cor- 
rectly enrolled, viz: 

An act to give the right of appeal in cases ow habeas corpus ; 

An act to incorporate the town of Seguin, in Guadalupe 
county 5 

ie ach making appropriations for the improvement of the 
rivers of the State; 

All of which have been signed by the presiding ofticers of 
the two Houses, and were this day presented to the Governor 
for his action. P. W. GRAY, 

- For the committee. 
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Mr. Day made the following report : 
Tothe President of the Senate: 

The committee of Conference to take into consideration the 

bill to define the times of holding the courts in the third and 
thirteenth Jndicial Districts, with the Senate’s amendment, 
adding the county of Williamson to the third Judicial District, 
have had the same under consideration and instruct me to 
insist.on the said amendment. W. S. DAY, 
Chairman committee on the part of the Senate, | 
B. E. TARVER, 
Chairman committee on part of the House of Representatives. 

Report adopted. 

A bill to incorporate the Memphis, El Paso and Pacific 
Railway Company; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Burks, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the rule was further suspended, bill 
read third time and passed by the following vote: 

Yuas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Burks, Davis, Day, 
Ford, Hill, Kinney, Meusebach, Miller, Parker, Scott, Truit 
and Williams—14. 

Nays—Messrs. Gray, Grimes, Potter and Taylor—d. 

A bill supplemental to the acts to establish the Galveston 
and Red River Railway Company; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Gray, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time and passed to a third reading. f 

On motion of Mr. Gray, the rule was further suspended, bill 
read third time and passed by a constitutional majority. 

Mr. Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, reported 
back to the Senate a bill making appropriations fer, purposes 
therein named, and recommended its passage with the follow- 
ing amendments: i p last 

Strike out “for copying the laws and resolutions ot the las 
Legislature for public printer, $266 44.” RP 

Insert, “for translating and printing laws of present session 

in the Spanish language, $250 00. ; : 
Ingert, “ for pension to Henry Tierwester, 2 disabled soldi 
. the Texas revolution, per sepa ROD, commencing is 
January 1853, and payable quarterly. ae ; 
Taner “ ie Samiel Yerzer and Robert ©. Camp aa 
associate justices of the Supreme Court im the end ae 
wife and others vs. Haynie, from Grimes omy, 
On motion of Mr. Taylor, the rule was suspen 


report taken up. 


ed, bill and 
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The Senate rejected the first amendment and adopted the 
other amendments offered by the committee. 

Mr. Reaves offered the following : 

“And that the sum of seven thousand five hundred dollars be 
and the same is hereby appropriated to purchase a library for 
the use of the Supreme Court at Galveston. And the sun of 
seven thousand five hundred dollars for the purchase of a library 
for the use of the Supreme Court at Tyler, which said sums of 
money shall be expended under the direction of said court, for 
such law books as they may direct, and shall be paid to the 
order of said court by the treasurer of this State, which library 
when so purchased shall be kept by the deputy clerks of the 
Supreme Court at their offices, for the use of said court:” laid 
on the table. l 

Mr. Gray offered the following amendment. Add to end of 
Sra section : 

Nineteen hundred and fifty dollars of United States ‘ive 
per cent. indemnity bonds, for amount of interest due the 
general school fund on State bonds, issued December 2, 1850, 
under the act for the safe.and profitable investment of the 
school fund ;” adopted. 

The bill was then passed to a third reading. 

Mr. Taylor moved a further suspension of the rule; lost, 

A bill to define the time of holding the District Courts in 
the ninth Judicial District; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the rule was suspended, Dill read 
second time and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the rule was further suspended, bill 
read third time and passed. 

Mr. Meusebach made the following report: 


Comwmirrer Room, February 5, 1853. 
To the Hon. J. W. HENDERSON, 
President of the Senate: 

The select committee, to whom was referred the memorial of 
F. Giraud, architect and engineer of San Antonio, have duly 
considered the same. and find that petitioner in accordance with 
a resolution of the Senate dated November 11, 1851, was Te 
quested by the Governor to furnish a plán and estimates 10 4 
State Capitol. 

That he executed that work in a most able manner, expend- 
ing about $100 for traveling expenses and pay of assistant 
engineers and draftsmen, in order to comply with the request 
in a limited tine. 
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That $100 only were appropriated for petitioner at the ‘lass 
regular session, leaving to himself no compensation whatever 
for his services; thatchis plan may beregarded as‘the ‘basis of 
the plan now adopted, and if ever further additions to -the 
building should become necessary, if can still be used and will 
be needed (as stated by commissioner, Dr. Haynie,) in order. to 
save additional expenses for new plans and estimates, 

Your committee, therefore, believing the petitioner justly and 
fully entitled to his pay, have instructed me to report favorably 
upon his claim and recommend that the committee on printing 
and contingent expenses be authorized to approve of the ac- 
count of F. Giraud, to the amount of $250, being balance of 
his account for plan and estimates of. the Capitol building, and 
that that sum may be paid out of the contingent fund of the 
Legislature. Al of which is respectfully submitted. 

JOHN O. MEUSEBAOBH, Chairman. 

Which was read and adopted by the following votez 

Yzas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Dancy, Davis, 
Day, Ford, Kinney, Meusebach, Potter, Truit, Williams and 
Wilson—13: a 

Navs—Messrs. Burks, Grimes, Miller, Parker, Reaves, Scott 
and Taylor—7. ta 

Mr. Potter, from the committee.on Internal Improvements 
made the following report: x . 

The committee on Internal Improvements have had under 
consideration “ a bill to encourage the deepening of the Anahuac 
Pass at the mouth of the Trinity river,” -and a majority of 
said committee have directed me to report the bill back to the 
Senate and recommend its passage, with the following amend- 
ments; 

Strike out the proviso in the 5th section. l 

A message was received from the House, ‘informing the 
Senate that the House had passed the following Dill origina- 
ting in that body, viz: eect T T 

a bill to provide for the erection of a fire prooi building for 
Treasury department and Comptrolier’s office of the State of 

Oxas. 

On motion of Mr. Armstrong, a bill supplem 
to provide for the erection of stat Cantal een 

ebruary, 1852, was taken up and read second tile. 

Mr. Scott a to Aana the bill by striking out 50,000 
dollars, and inserting 10,000 dollars. 
On motion of Mr. Taylor, the amendm 
striking out 10,000 dollars and inserting 2 
U 


entary to an act 


ent was amended by 
5,000 dollars. 
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Pg amendment es amended was rejected by the following 
vote: . . E 

Yras—Messrs. Bogart, Hill, Miller, Parker, “Reaves, Scott 
Taylor and Truit—s. = P i 
Nays--Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Dancy,” Davis, Day 
Ford, Gray, Grimes, Kinney, Meusebach, Potter, Williams 
and Wilson—13. i 

Mr. Gray offered the following amendment: 

Add to section 2, “provided, that no part of this appropria- 
¢ion shall be drawn until the contractors for the erection of the 
Capitol enter into a new bond with ample security, for the 
faithful compliance with their contract under the new plan 
adopted; and that no further appropriation shall be made for 
any extra work or change of plan ;” adopted, and Dill passed 
to a third reading, : , i 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed by the following vote: ` 

Yzas—Messra, Armstrong, Bigelow, Dancy, Davis, Day, 
Ford, Gray, Grimes, Kinney, Meusebach, Potter, Williams 
and Wilson—13. T E 

Wars—Messré. Bogart, Burks, Hill, Miller, Parker, Reaves 
Scott, Taylor and Truit—9. TE 

On motion of Mr. Day, a bill to provide for the erection of 
a fire proof building for Treasury department and Comptuoller’s 
office of the State of Texas, was taken up and.read first time 

On motion of Mr. Day, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time; and; on motion of Mr. Potter, referred to the 
committee on Internal [mprovements.. Pag 

Mr. Armstrong moved to reconsider the vote which rejected 
a bill to authorize the payment by the Treasurer-of the State, 
the amount allowed by a certificate of the Auditor and Comp 
troller, therein named. 

On motion of Mr. Ford, the motion was laid on the table. 

Mr, Gray, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, reported. 
bill supplementary to an act relating to lands in Peter's Colony, 
correctly enrolled, and that the same had been signed by s 
presiding officers of the two Houses, and had been presente 
to the Governor for his action. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Sent 
that the House had passed the following bills which originale 
in the Senate, viz: ae 

A, bill to incorporate the Virginia Point and Austin Rajlwas 
Company ; 
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A bill to incorporate the Brownsville and Rio Grande Rail- 
road Company 3 
A bill-for the relief of Antonio Menchaca; also, . 
-A bill to incorporate the Colorado Valley Railroad Com- 
pany, With amendments. 7 
Ön motion the Senate adjourned until eight o'clock P. M. 
i “Ermer O’oioox P. M. 


Senate met—roll called—quorum present, , 

On motion of Mr. Armstrong, a bill to define the boundary 
lines of Bexar, Milam and Fannin land districts was taken np 
and read first time. l . 

On motion of Mr. Armstrong, the rule was suspended, bill 
ey second time ; and, on motion of Mr. Williams, laid on the 
On motion of Mr. Potter, a bill granting the use of certain 
portions of Galveston Bay to the Galveston Dry Dock Com: 
pany; read first time. = -> eae: 

On motion of Mr. Potter, the rule was suspendéd, bill read 
second time and passed to a third reading. oe in eee 

On motion of Mr. Potter, the rule was farther suspended, 
bill read third time and passed. EE E. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, a bill eurpplementery to an act to 
incorporate the Vicksburg and El Paso Railroad Company, 
was taken up and read first ‘time. arg 

On motion of Mr, Scott, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time and passed to a third reading. z oe 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the rule was farther suspended, bill 
read third time and passed by & constitutional majority i 

Mr. Williams, chairman of the committee on nternal a 
provements, reported back to the Senate. 2 bill to pron ien 
the erection of a fire proof pbuilding for Treasury deparume ; 
and Comptroller’s office of the State of Texas, and recommen 


ded its passage. 
On motion of Mr. Dancy, the rule was suspended and bill 
taken up. 


have been realized from the gale of city 
e act, over and above the costs of sales an 
adopted. ee 

On-motion of Mr. Bigelow, the pill was amended by shiking 
out the third section. . 


eollections ; 
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Mr. Potter offered the following’ arhendment, to cometi a 
section 3. i ee ee 

s Secmor 3. That the Comptroller and Treasure shill sive 

bont and escurity in the sum of 20,000 dollars fot the faithful 
discharge ef their duties under this act;” adopted aud pil 
passed to a third reading. : cote Ge 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. | 

Mr. Hill introduced a bill relating to appeals and ‘writs of 
error from thé thirteenth Judicial District; read first time, 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the rule was further susnended, bill 
read third time and passed. 

A message was received from the House, informing tle 
Senate that the House had passed a bill to prescribe the time 
of holding the District Courts in the second Judicial District of 
the State of Texas; also, that the House concurred in the amend: 
ments of the Senate to a bill supplementary to an act to pro- 
vide for the erection of a State Capitol, and in the amendments 
of the Senate to a bill providing for the erection of a building 
for a Treasurer and Comptroller’s department. 

A bill relative to certain special liabilities, reported by the 
Auditor and Gomproller and confirmed by the Legislatura; real 
third time. 

Mr. Kinney offered the following amendment: > , 

Ada, “and to F. Dawson, forty thousand dollars and inter 
est thereon, from maturity of bond No. 2, to 1st July, 1850 
upon his filing said bond with the Comptroller.” 

Mr. Gray moved the previous question. 
> On motion, a call of the Senate was made, and during tho 
call, on motion of Mr. Davis, the Senate adjourned until mne 
o'clock Monday morning. 


Mompay, February 7, 180. 


‘The Senate was called to order by the President, pursuant to 
adjournment—prayer by the Rev. Mr. Fontaine—roll called— 
quorum present. 

The Journal of Saturday was read and adopted. 

Mr. Gray made the following report : F fod 

The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined and 
the following bills correctly enrolled, viz: p 
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An act to incorporate the town of Indianola ; 

An act fot the relief of Jim Shaw, a Delaware Indian : 

An act for therelfef of John Conner, Delaware Chief; 

An act changing the northern boundary of Williamson 
county ; = 

An act for the relief of the heirs of Stacy Dailey; and, 

A joint resolution proposing an amendment to the amend- 
ment of the constitution. . 

All of which have been signed by the presiding ‘officers of 
both Houses, and this day presented to E Governor for his 


action. . W. GRA 5 
February 7, 1853. One of the committee. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


On motion of Mr. Taylor, a bill making appropriations for 
purposes therein named: read. 

On motion of Mr. Potter, a call of the Senate was ordered ; 
te called and Sergeant-at-Arms despatched after absent mem- 

ers. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the call was suspended. _ 

Mr. ‘Wilson moved to lay the bill on the table; carried. 

A bill relative to certain special liabilities reported by the 
Auditor and Comptroller and confirmed by the legislature, 
being under consideration when the Senate adjourned, under 2 
call of the Senate. 1b 

On motion of Mr. Reaves, the call was suspended, and by 
leave, Mr. Gray withdrew his call for the previous question, 

ie amendment offered by Mr. Kinney on Saturday, was 
then rejected by the following vote: . dc 

Yale Meee. p Na Bigelow, Davis, Day, Tn ; 
Meusebach, Miller, Parker, Potter, Truit and Wiliams— aM 

Nays—Messrs. Bogart, Burks, Dancy, Ford, ony, 
Reaves, Scott, Taylor and Wilson—11. 

Two-thirds not voting for it. . i 

Mr, Armstrong offered the following amendment: e. “that 

Strike out all after the enacting elause aud upeti alam 
Stewart Perry shall have the privilege of presenting es 
to the Anditorial Board to have the same scaled sears ie Pi 
the merits of the original claim in the manner po the joint” 
Seed claims, and not to be eh, 30 the matter by te J 
resolution passed in 1848 ;” rejected, DN E 

The bill e then rejected by the following Mihi ‘Gray, Hill, 

YEas—Messrs, Bigelow, Bogart, Davis,. Pore, Gas 
Potter and Wilson—8. -, 
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Navs—Messré. Armstrong, Burke, Dancy, Day, Kinney 
Meusebach, Miller, Parker, Reaves, Scott, Taylor, Trutt and 
Wiliams—l1s. oo ge ae 

A bill making appropriations for purposes therein named, 

Mr. Wilson offered the following amendment : 

“& For a second assistant draftsman for the General Landoffice 
seven hundred dollars per unnum;” adopted. i 

Mr. Hill offered the following amendment ; 

7 - For salary of District Judge for the 18th Judicial District, 
SL TBO” 

& For salary of one District Attorney, for the 18th Judicial 
District, $500 ;” adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, a bill to incorporate the Colorado 
Valley Railroad Company was taken up, and amendments of 
of the House concurred in. 

A. bill to prescribe the time of holding the courts in the 2nd 
Judicial District’; read first time. 

Ox motion of Mr. Bogart, the rule was sunpended, bill read 
second time and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Bogart, the rule was’ further suspended, 
bill read third time and passed. 


Mr. Bogart offered the following resolution : 


& Resolved, That each officer of the Senate be, and he is 
hereby allowed one dollar per day during the present session of 
the Legislature over and above the amount named and appro- 
priated in the general appropriation bill of the last session, to 
be paid ont of the-contingent fund ;” rule suspended, and reso- 
lution adopted. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed a bill to permit and authorize B. 
E. Davenport to practice law; and, 

A bill confirming the acts of J. H. Raymond, State Treas 
urer; also, that the House had adopted the following resolu- 
tion ¢ 

“ Resolved, That the two Houses (the Senate concurring) will 
go into an election at half-past three o’clock this afternoon for 
Commissioners under an act making appropriations. to the 
rivers” >. 

On motion of Mr. Bigelow, a bill to incorporate the town of 
San Patricio, in San Patricio connty, was taken up and rea 
first time. ` ; - l 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time and passed to a third reading. 
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On motion of Mr. Kinney, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. eek ee 
Mr: Day made the following report: o 

Your committee on Printing and Contingent Expenses have 
examined and approved the following accounts, to wit: ` 
ToP, W. Nowlin for wood, - © § 

« Jno. Bremond for merchandize, 
“ Henry Pape for water, 
« J, F. Johnson for use of room for clerks, 95 00 
wE, Geraud for plan of Capital, under resolution l 


of the Senate, ô 00 
$334 26. 
All of which is most respectfully submitted, . 
f WS. DAY, 


Chairman Contingent committee. 


A bill ‘to encourage the deepening the Anahuac Pass at 
the mouth of the Trinity river, with the report of the committee 
on Internal Improvements offei ing an amendment thereto, Was 
vead, and amendment adopted. 

Mr. Parker offered the following amendment: 

“Srorion 6. Be dé further enacted, thai should the State. 
of Texas or the United States determine to open any of the 
mouths of the Trinity river for the passage of boats or are 


water craft, they or either of them shall have the right to ao 
arter, in such 


80, regardless of the right granted in this eb 
manner and.at such place as they or either of them may 
think proper to make such improvement, without the said 
Spaulding or other person under him, or in ‘and through- him 
becoming thereby entitled to any compensation for any opstrac- 
tion, destruction or interference with any work or improvement 
made under the provisions of this charter.” 

Mr. Miller offered the following amendmen 
ment: ` | re 

“ Provided, that such improvement to be made by the 7 
s rae States shall be-on some other mouth or pass than 

nahuac.” Th a 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the bill and amendments were laid 
on the table. ; 

Mr. Ga asked leave to introduce 2 pill to appropriate oma 
“st apart two millions of dollars & a special scheol fund; seai 
was granted by the following vote» , l 
Yzas—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Dancy, Davis, Ford, Gray, 


¿ tothe amend- 
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Hil, Kinney, Parker, Seott,, Taylor,. Trnit, -Wiliams ond 
Wilson—13. ot: i 

Nars—Messrs. Armstrong, Burks, Day, Miller, Potier an a 
Reaves—6. : 

The bill was accordingly read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Gray, the rule was suspended end bill 
rend: second time. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the bill was amended by striking 
out the 2nd section after 1853. . 

Mr. Armstrong moved to lay the Dill on the table; lost by 
the following vote: 


¥uas—Messrg. Armstrong, Burks, Kinney, Miller, Potter 
and, Truit—é. 

Nays—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Dancy, Davis, Ford, Gray, 
Hill, Meusebach, Parker, Reaves, Scott, Taylor, Williams and 
Wilson—14. 

Mr. Hill offered the following amendment to come in at end 
of second section : 

a For the support of common schools and for no other pup 

ose. 
Mr. Bigelow moved to amend the amendment by adding: 
“ after the payment of the public debt ;” carried by the follow- 
ing vote: 
zas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Gray, Kinney, 
Miller, Parker, Potter, Reaves, Scott, Taylor, Truit and Wilson 
—13. , 

Nars—Messrs. Burke, Dancy, Davis, Ford, Hill, Meisehach 
and. Williams—7, 

Mr. Wilson offered the following as s substitute for the 
amendment : 

t The interest on which sum shall be appropriated: to the use 
of common schools and for no other purpose, nor shall the 
principal ever be diverted to any other object ;” adopted, aud 
adopted as an amendment to the bill. 

Mr. Parker offered the following amendment: ` ; 

“ Which shall be equally distributed to the several counties 
of the State according to the number of the children betwee? 
the ages of six and nineteen years;” adopted. s 

The bill was tħen rejected by the following vote; p 

Yuas—Messrs, Bogart, Daney, Davis, Ford, Gray, Parker, 
Scott, Taylor and Williams—9, . eae ees 

Nave—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Burks, Hill, Kinney, 
Meusebach, Miller, Potter, Reaves, Truit and Wilson—1l. 
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Your committee on Printing and Contingent Expenses, have 
examined and, alles the following. accounts, to wit. 


To Theodore E, Moore for assistant engrossing clerk, 
` four days at $5 00, 7 _ $20 00 
To George Hancock for merchandize, L 25 
t B.F. Johnson, P; M. for books and postage on Te. oe 
papers up to 7th February, 103 64 
To F. T, Duffau for merchandize, 8 75 
s J. W. Hampton for printing, 674. 88 

W. S. DAY. 


Alof which is respectfully submitted, . W. S. DAY, 
Chairman committee on Contingent Expenses. 
Mr. Day offered the following resolution : : 
Resowed, That the. reporter to the Senate be allowed $3 
per diem, during the session of the Senate, and for two weeks 
after the adjournment; provided, it require so long a time for 
the publication of the remainder of the debates of the Senate, 
to be paid on the certificate of the Secretary out of the contin- 
gent fund of the Legislature; and further resolved, that six 
cénts per copy of the South-Western American, be allowed 
the proprietors of that paper for twelve copies of each issue, to 
be forwarded to each Senator by the publisher, until the debates 
of the Senate not yet reported be published, and further, that 
five cents per copy be allowed the proprietors of the State 
Gazette for twelve copies of each issue of said paper, tọ be 
forwarded: to each Senator by the publisher, until the journals 
of the Senate not yet printed are published. Adopted. 
Mr. Gray made the following report: , : 
The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined and find 
the following bills correctly enrolled, viz: ss eae 
R An act to incorporate the Brownsville and Rio Grance 
ailroad Company; ; i 
An act to scary erie the Virginia Point and Austin Rail- 
way Company; ; , 
An act to-facilitate the operations of pers 
United States Coast Survey in the State of Texas, 
er restrictions ; 
n An act relating to appeals and writs of error, from the 13th 
Judicial District ; f ` Academy; 
An act to, incorporate the Goli Spree Female Academy 5 
e act to m at ane a fam 5 
n: act for the relief of Antonio Me a ore 
All of witch have been signed by the presiding oim cas of 
each House, and. presented to the ONT Gh AY; Chairman, 


, 


ong engaged in the 
under pro- 


po WE 
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Mr. Taylor offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Secretary be allowed compensation fop 
one week after the adjournment, for the purpose of arrangin 
the business of the present session—that he forward by mail 
postage paid, toeach member of the Senate, the journals’ of 
both Houses, and newspapers ordered by the same as goon as 
published; and also, that he approve the accounts of the sever. 
al Ministers of the Gospel who have officiated as Chaplains to 
the Senate during the present session, at the rate of three: dol- 
lars per diem, for each day they may have so officiated respec- 
tively, to be paid out of the contingentfund of the Legislature. 

Mr. Davis moved to amend the resolution by striking ont 
88 per diem, and inserting $4 per diem; lost, and resolution 
adopted. 

Ri, Davis moved to take up the resolution of the House to- 
go info an election for commissioners on the rivers; carried by 
the following vote: i 

Yuras—Messrs. Bigelow, Dancy, Davis, Ford, ‘Kinney, Mil- 
ler, Parker, Potter, Scott, Taylor, Trait, Williams and Wilson 
—18. 

Nayvs—Messrs. Armstrong, Bogart, Burks, Gray, Hill and 
Reaves—6. i 

Mr. Gray moved to lay the resolution on the table; lost by 
the following vote : 

Yras—Messrs. Armstrong, Bogart, Burks, Gray, Hill and 
Reaves—ô. 

Nayvs—Messrs. Bigelow, Dancy, Davis, Ford, Kinney, Mil 

‘ler, Parker, Potter, Scott, Taylor, Trait, Williams and Wilson 
—138. 

Mr, Gray offered the following amendment: 

Strike ont all after “resolved,” and insert “ that the dlection 
of commissioners shall take place after the people approve the 
bill at the polls, on the second Monday of November next.” 

On motion of Mr. Bogart, the Senate adjourned until three 

- @elock P. M 


Tare O’cxocg, P. M. 


Senate met—roll called—quorum presen 

Mr. Bigelow introduced a bil#making an additional appro- 
priation for a contingent fund; read first time. ; 

On motion of Mr. Bigelow, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Bigelow, the rule was farther guspended, 
bill read third time and-passed. 
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Mr. Taylor made the following report: | 
The committee on Contingent Expenses have examined and 
approved the fillowing accounts : 
ToC, L. Mann as assistant enrolling clerk of the ‘5 
Senate, five days, a $25 00 
To Anderson, a8 assistant enrolling clerk of theSenate, > 
one day, ; 5 00 
To H. H. Haynie, as assistant enrolling clerk of the 
‘Senate one day, 5 00 
To A. H. Cook for putting locks on doors of the Senate se 


chamber, : 
To amount paid by W. D. Miller for porter hire, 6 00 


3 50 


. $4 
All of which is submitted, M. D. K. TAYLOR, 
One of the committee on Contingent Expenses. 
Mr. Gray made the following report: 

6 committee on the Judiciary return tothe Senate the 
following bills, which have been either acted on by other bills 
or referred too late to be properly considered, viz: i 

Bills concerning the 8d and 9th Judicial District: 

“Bill to prevent locations in Peters’ Colon y: - 

a to authorize the issuance of a patent for-survey to Geo. 

obinson > s 

Bil for relief of the ereditors of the German Emigration 
Company ; for the relief of Fisher and Miller; and, resolu- 
tion requiring an investigation of the validity of certificates 
p n Fisher and Miller: and, z 

i f rae A ) l 
: concerning Wi its of erro P, W.GRAY, Oliohman 


Mr. Miller made the following report: me 

A majority of the committee on the  penitentiar as As ben 
was referred “a joint resolution concerning divine service 4 
the penitentiary,” direct me to report back to the Senate, ioe : 
ask to be discharged from its further consideration, z : rod 
have not time to consider it properly at this late pet 00 . 
session, | S. A. MILLER, Chairman, 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, the report was laid = rae $ i 
and resolution taken up, and on motion, the resolu 


laid on the table ' 
; ° . dment of- 
The yeas and nays were then called, on the ouse, relative to 


| fered by Mr. Gray to the resolution of the a > improvement 
going into the election of commissioners 02 
of the rivers, and were as follows: 
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Yuas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bogart, Gray and Hili—4, 

Naze—Mesers. Bigelow, Dancy, Davis, Day, Ford, Kinney, 
Miller, Parker, Potter, Scott, Taylor, Trait, Williams and Wib 
son—y14. a 

Mir. Gray offered the following amendment: 

Add to the resolution, ‘and the commissioners elected shall 
be entitled to $5 00 per diem, for their services in eleetioneer- 
ing for the river bill, in their respective districts.” 

Mr. Potter moved to amend the amendmend by adding “and 
that Senator Gray be one of said commissioners ;” accepted 
by Mr. Gray, and the amendment was rejected by the follow- 
vote: 

Yuas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bogart, Gray and Hill—4. 

Navs—Messrs. Bigelow, Dancy, Davis, Day, Ford, Kinney, 
Miller, Parker, Potter, Scott, Taylor, Truit, Williams and Wil- 
son—14., 

Mr. Hill offered the following amendment : 

‘Which commissioners shall be considered as having been 
elected after the bill creating their office, shall have taken 
effect; lost. 

Mr. Hill moved to lay the resolution ‘on the table; lost, 

Mr. Hill moved to refer the resolution to the committee -on 
Internal Improvements; lost by the following vote: 

Yuas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bogart and Gray—3. 

Nays—Messrs. Bigelow, Dancy, Davis, Day, Ford, Bill, 
Kinney, Miller, Parker, Potter, Scott, Taylor, Williams and 
Wilson—15, 

Mr. Hill moved to reconsider the yote just taken, 

Mr. Parker moved the previous question. 

Mr. Hill moved a call of the Senate; carried. 

On motion, the call was suspended; and, on motion of Mr. 
Teylor, the resolution was laid on the table. 

Mr, Ford made the following report: ee 

The committee on Enrolled Bills report the following bill 
correctly enrolled, viz: l 

An act'to incorporate Bastrop Academy. 

Which has been signed by the presiding officers of hoth 
Houses, and presented to the Governor for bis action. 

JOHN S. FORD, 
One of the committee.. 

A bill supplementary to an act to prohibit Assessors ah 

- Collectors of Taxes from exersising official fnnetions before 
fal are duly qualified, approved September fith, 4840; re 
ret time. e, 


% 


> 
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On motion of Mr. Taylor, the rule was suspended, bill rend 
cocond time and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the rule was. further suspended, 
bill read third time and passed. ` “ 

Mr. Ford moved to take up the motion to reconsider the vote 
which rejected a bill to authorize the payment by the Treasurer 
of the State, the amount allowed by a certificate of the Aundi- 
tor and Comptrolier therein named. 

On which motion, the yeas and nays were as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Dancy, Davis, 
Ford, Hill, Kinney and Potter—9. 

Navs-—Messts. Day, Gray, Miller, Scott, Taylor, Williams 
and Wilson—7. -` 

No quorum voting, , 

A message was received from the House, informing the 
Senate that the House had passed a bill making an additional 
appropriation for a contingent fund: and, 


A bill to extend the provisions of an act to provide for ; 


ascertaining the debt of the late Republic of Texas; with 

amendments. l S 
On motion of Mr. Bigelow, the Senate concurred in the 

amendments to the above bill, by the following vote: _ 
Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Davis, Day, 


Ford, Hill, Kinney, Parker, Potter, Taylor, Trait, Williams 


and Wilson—14. 
Nays—Messrs. Dancy, Gray, Miller and Scott—4. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, a bill confirming the acis of J. 
H. Raymond, State Treasurer; read first time. “1 sead 
‘On motion of Mr. Taylor, the rule was suspended, bili rea 
second time und passed to a third reading. ndled 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the rule was further suspended, 
bill read third time and passed. nua 
r. Day offered the following resolation : | 
Resolwed, That ‘the thanks of the Senate be, and the gate 
are hereby tendered to the Hon. James W. Henderson Eoen 
dentof the Senate, for the able, dignified and impar uring the 
in which he has discharged the duties of the chair- g 
resent session. Adopted unanimousiy. ea & 
? On motion of Mr. Taylor, a committee was appointed dy 
wait on the House of Representatives . and inform v3 Tay! oe 
that the Senate was ready to adjourn sone die, GSTS. > 
Hill and Wilson were appointed said commi ee. 
o ade the following report: — oo billa eez 
Th pace on Enrolled Bills find the following puis € 
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rectly enrolled. which have been.signed by the presiding off. 
cers of each House and were ‘presented to the Governor this 
day for his action, viz: ; 
A bill making an additional appropriation for the contingent 
fond ; iow 
A bill to incorporate the Colorado Valley Railroad Com- 
pany s5 . 
A bill to extend the provisions of an act to provide for 
ascertaining the debt of the late Republic of Texas, approved 
March 20th, 1848.” P. W. GRAY, 
One of the committee. 


A committee from the House, informed the Senate that the 
House was ready to adjourn sine die. 

The Journal of to day was read and adopted. 

A motion having been made by Mr. Parker and carried, to 
adjourn sine dze, the President rose and delivered the following 
address ; and then pronounced the Senate adjourned syne dis, 


Senators: Before the motion is putthat the Senate stand 
adjourned, without day, permit me, as the presiding officer of 
this body, to express those feelings of gratitude with which I 
am so deeply affected, arising from the fact that my connexion 
with. you as your presiding olficer, has been a pleasing one, as 
manifested by the resolution which you have passed, and that I 
have, on all occasions, received your aid in the , performance of 
my duties, which have been at times of the most. delicate and 
and: perplexing character. In every instance, .I have been 
favored with your generous assistance in enforcing the rules 
and disposing of the business of the Senate; and this too, very 
often at the expense of interests warmly advocated by Senators 
in. the discharge of the duties imposed upon them 2s represen- 
tatives of their particular constituencies. 

I have had, Senators, too much experience a3 a presiding 
officer not to know that itis out of the power of any one IB 
thot position to eive entivecatishetion. Hio decisione will often 
como in confliet with the views of individucl members fn the 
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- ively and individually, I entertain the warmest feelings of friend- 
ship; and itis the feeling of my heart that in whatever station 
you assume on your retirement to your respective callings, the. 
approbation of a common constituency and that of your own 
minds that you have performed your duty, may follow you. 
For your individual prosperity and happiness you have my 
warmest wishes. r 

Į now take leave of you by declaring the Senate adjourned 
without day. : 

N. B. The following memorandum by the President of the 
Senate, is, by his order, appended to the journal, viz: 

The bill fo be entitled an act to incorporate the New Orleans, 
Texas and Pacific Railroad Company, was presented to me on 
the 8th of February, 1853, at half past 12 o’clock, duly certi- 
fied by the Chief Clerk of the House of Representatives, ag. 
having passed the House of Representatives, and duly certified 
2s having been correetly enrolled by B. B. Cannon, one of the 
Enrolled committee of the House of Representatives; which 
bill was also signed by David O. Dickson, Speaker of the House 
of Representatives. The oe a signed by meat half- 

ast twelve o'clock after the adjournment. 
p elve o'clock the day n Oe EN DERSON, 


MES 
President of the Senate. 


